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Why Solo Connections?

Travel is such a different experience for 
Solo Travellers, from paying the often 
unreasonable single supplements to 
not having a travel buddy to share the 
excitement of a moment with, to the 
fear of being alone if something goes 
wrong. There is also no fun in having 
to share with a stranger or sitting at a 
dinner table each night with no one to 
talk to.

With a growing number of people 
finding themselves widowed, divorced, 
single or with a partner who does not 
want to or cannot travel, a change was 
needed. Recognising this, my team 
and I have worked extremely hard to 
create tours specifically designed for 
solo travellers thus eliminating their 
previous concerns.

Our fully escorted tours come with 
NO single supplements and there’s 
no sharing a room with a stranger. To 
enhance your enjoyment and provide 

more time to enjoy the sights, we have 
restricted our tours to a maximum of 20 
plus our escort. Our truly unforgettable 
itineraries have been designed with 
solo travellers in mind, from the hotels 
to the tailor-made sightseeing and daily 
activities. We have listened to our clients 
and included what you want, two meals 
each day, all must see sightseeing, some 
leisure time and having gratuities as 
optional on our international tours. You 
also have an experienced escort on hand 
24 hours a day for assistance should you 
require it and to ensure your amazing 
holiday is full of magical experiences 
and unforgettable memories.

Our tours bring together the best of both 
worlds – travelling alone in company 
without the fear of being alone. I hope 
this brochure will inspire you and 
remember “travelling will enrich your 
life – new places…new friends…together 
we travel”

No Single Supplements – competitive prices

Private Single Room – no sharing with a stranger

Small Groups, maximum 20 guests  
–  no waiting in longer queues,  

allowing more holiday time & flexibility

Fully Escorted from Australia  
– reducing unnecessary stress

Solo Connections Escort available 24/7  
– peace of mind

Minimum of two meals per day  
– reducing out of pocket costs on tour

Most sightseeing included  
in tour costs  
– assisting with holiday budgeting

New places...  
   New friends...
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Kevin Knight
For my entire adult life I have been homesick for 
destinations and places that I have never been. 
The never ending pull of an exotic location, with its 
people, culture, customs and cuisine has afforded me the opportunity 
to experience life through many unique and rewarding experiences.

Solo Connections is the perfect choice for your solo travelling 
adventures. The professionally tailored, fully escorted tours are a 
wonderful vehicle that will open a whole new world of friendships 
and adventures with like minded individuals. Be warned though, it 
becomes addictive.

Sue Ball
The art of travel has and always will be my true 
passion. The pleasures of anticipation, the allure 
of the exotic, and the value of noticing everything 
from the blue water of the Azure Sea to the flight take offs…I love it all.

Working in the travel industry throughout my career has afforded me 
some of the most extraordinary opportunities and experiences. What 
excites me most now is the opportunity to see the world through the 
eyes of others and to ensure your holiday experience will be one long 
remembered for all of the right reasons so you return home with tales 
of iconic sights and treasured memories. I look forward to being on 
hand to look after all of your travel needs from start to finish… All you 
need is your passport.

John Leask
How lucky are we to be able to travel the world. 
I had my first overseas trip in 1999 and haven’t 
stopped since.

I have found being a tour escort to be rewarding as I have been able 
to share my knowledge with travellers and help them get the best out 
of their trip. In the process, I have made many new acquaintances 
and shared in many wonderful moments. To come home with the 
best memories you should really immerse yourself into the travel 
experience. I am looking forward to helping you get the most out of 
your next holiday.

Debbie Grace
Travelling the world has been my lifelong passion. 
Having been fortunate to start my travels at a 
very young age, I have always appreciated the 
opportunity to visit areas of the world that are still developing, as well 
as those countries that are steeped in thousands of years of history, 
magnificent architecture, diverse cultures, and breathtaking scenery.

Having travelled to many countries by myself and experiencing the 
highs and lows of doing so – I am very excited about the prospect of 
escorting you to your next destination, introducing you to some new 
experiences and ensuring that not only does everything run smoothly, 
but that you return home with amazing new acquaintances and 
fabulous memories and stories to share. I know that we will have an 
incredible time travelling together, and hope that you will want to join 
me again on my next adventure.

Gigi Huxley
Travelling is the ultimate adventure. It exposes 
you to new people, different ways of living and 
really opens up the mind. Growing up with parents 
who moved around quite a bit I caught the travel bug fairly early in life 
and have never looked for a cure. I've worked in the travel industry for 
30 years and have been lucky enough to have had the opportunity to 
share some fabulous travel adventures with some wonderful people.  

Joining the team at Solo Connections means that I can continue to not 
only plan once in a lifetime journeys for our lovely clients, but that I 
have the privilege to occasionally grab my passport and come along for 
the ride. I hope you'll travel with me soon.

Meet the Tour Managers

Dannii Falsay
Growing up in a family that travelled extensively, 
filling me with a sense of purpose, I knew from a 
very young age that I had found my calling and 
wanted to follow in my mother’s footsteps. I have been in the travel 
industry for over 14 years and have been fortunate enough to find 
myself escorting tours for Solo Connections.

I love all aspects of travelling, from the breathtaking moments, to the 
cultural relations and the humbling experiences that make you feel 
so grateful. I am passionate about ensuring you all have a wonderful 
carefree time. I strongly believe that travel is a gift that should be 
shared and what better way than to experience it with like minded 
individuals.

I look forward to escorting you on your next adventure….

Tricia Williams
The big wide world has always held the greatest 
fascination to me. With my heritage being both 
English and Scottish I had always wanted to 
discover more about my ancestors and couldn’t wait to visit these 
parts of the world. My family and I lived on stunning Norfolk Island for 
a number of years where I worked in the tourism industry.

After relocating to Brisbane, I really began my travel adventures, 
mostly in Europe. Travelling to different countries and immersing into 
their culture is truly one of the most rewarding experiences that you 
can give yourself. The history, the scenery, the languages, the food…
the list goes on. Having the opportunity to share these adventures as 
one of Solo Connections tour managers, it’s a dream come true. I look 
forward to discovering new places and making new friends together.

Bek Ortega
Growing up on Norfolk Island, with my Mum 
working at the Tourist Information Centre, I often 
went with her as she showed all the travel agents 
around the Island during their familiarisation trips. From here I knew 
that someday I would be in the Travel Industry. I began my career in 
travel working as a retail travel agent in Brisbane. Creating the ultimate 
travel itinerary, suited to my client’s needs, was my passion. 

Joining Solo Connections was a dream come true! Whilst you will 
mostly  find me tucked away in an office creating these amazing 
tours that we have for you, I look forward to assisting our wonderful 
passengers on their next adventure.
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Fast Facts
8 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
14 March 2020 
5 September 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS from  

Brisbane  including Taxes* 

•  Private SINGLE room in  
self-contained accommodation

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
7 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch & 7 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

Itinerary Highlights
•  Historic and picturesque  

South Pacific Island

• Exclusive Island Culture Night

• Xtian Brothers Cheese Tour

• Breakfast Bushwalk

• Sunset Island Fish Fry

• Night with the Mutineers

• Colleen McCullough Home Tour

• Hilli Goat Farm Tour

• Convict Settlement Tour

• Night as a Convict Dinner

• Progressive Dinner

FROM 
$3,920*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$164.00.

Experience
NORFOLK

ISLAND

An 8 Day experience of the beauty 
and history of Norfolk Island. You will 

learn of the turbulent convict years and 
today’s vibrant Norfolk culture (born out 

of the infamous mutiny on the Bounty) 
through the many included tours and 

experiences that await. Spend 7 nights 
in comfortable quality accommodation 

with your own private room, most meals 
included and tailor-made sightseeing.

Day 1
Brisbane – Norfolk Island (D)
This morning we will meet our Tour 
Escort and fellow travellers at Brisbane 
International Airport for our flights to 
Norfolk Island. On arrival we will be 
welcomed by a representative who will 
assist with luggage and coach transfer to 
our centrally located hotel. There will be 
plenty of time to relax and settle in with 
the afternoon at leisure. We will meet 

early evening and then be transferred 
to Dino’s Restaurant for a Welcome 
Dinner. After dinner we will be taken on 
the historical Sound and Light Show! 
Accommodation – Aloha Apartments or 
similar 7 Nights

Day 2
Norfolk Island(B-D)
This morning we will have a leisurely 
breakfast and a free morning to enjoy 
the local markets. This afternoon we 

All  
Flights 

Included



SMALL GROUP TR AVEL FOR SOLOS OVER 50 5

will be picked up for a Half Day Island 
Orientation Tour. The half day tour is 
a must-do Norfolk Island experience, 
introducing travellers to the island's 
history and life as it is today. From the 
historic Kingston to famous convict 
buildings and beautiful beaches the 
tour offers plenty of opportunities for 
travellers to take some photos and be 
fully informed about this fascinating 
island. This evening we join Fletcher 
Christian’s direct descendants John & 
Alison, for a ‘Night with the Mutineers‘, 
including sumptuous food, sea shanties, 
sing-a-longs, great Island music and 
plenty of mutinous tales.

Day 3
Norfolk Island (B-L-D) 
After breakfast and some time at leisure 
we are taken to Fletcher's Mutiny 
Cyclorama, a continuous 360 degree 
panoramic painting. This will be followed 
by a stroll through Queen Victoria’s 
Garden and lunch at Hilli Restaurant. 
This evening we will have dinner at The 
Castaway. Later we are taken out for 
the Wonderland by Night Tour. Set 
in 10 acres of magical Norfolk pines & 
bushland lit up like an enchanted forest, 
hear poetry written by Bounty mutineer 
descendant Archie, followed by a light 
supper.

Day 4
Norfolk Island (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we are 
taken on an exclusive guided tour to the 
home of world-renowned author, the 
late  Colleen McCullough, who made 
Norfolk Island her home in 1979 and 
stayed until her passing in 2015. Later 
we will be taken to Kingston, for the 
Convict Settlement Tour, an in-depth 
tour of the historic Georgian settlement 
of Kingston. This evening sees us joined 
by local, Kath King, for an Island Culture 
Evening. 

Day 5
Norfolk Island (B-D)
An early start today sees us taking a 
leisurely Breakfast Bushwalk through 
the National Park. At the end of the walk, 
we meet on the clifftop for a delicious 
breakfast barbecue. Returning to the 
hotel, the mid-morning is at leisure. Early 
afternoon we are picked up for our tour 
of the Xtian Brothers Cheese Company, 
a boutique dairy & cheese producer 
started by island brothers Glen & John 
Christian. We will have some time to relax 
and freshen up before we are taken on a 
Progressive Dinner to Island Homes.

Day 6
Norfolk Island (B-D)
After breakfast we will be collected and 
taken to Kingston to spend some time 
in the Pier Store and Sirius Museums, 
including a guided tour behind the 
scenes which will reveal additional stories 
from the museum collection & Norfolk’s 
history. The afternoon is free for time 
at leisure for shopping or relaxing. Late 
afternoon we will be collected and 
transferred to this evening’s Island Fish 
Fry. Enjoy the stunning cliff top scenery 
and feast of Island dishes, along with 
local entertainment and the sunset. 

Day 7
Norfolk Island (B-D)
This morning, have a leisurely breakfast 
and spend some time visiting the local 
shops or just simply relax. Just after 
midday we will take the Hilli Goat Tour 
– The Norfolk Whey where we learn 
about  the milking and cheese making 
process of the farm, meet the cheeky 
goats and top it off with some amazing 
food. As this evening is our last night 
on Norfolk Island, it’s only fitting that 
we have a Night as Convict Dinner. 
Tonight is sure to be a fun time as we 
dress* like convicts and join in with the 

Commandant  for an evening of gaiety, 
feasting, singing & dancing. *convict outfit 
supplied. 

Day 8
Norfolk Island – Brisbane(B)
Sadly, today is our final day in this 
remote paradise. We enjoy breakfast 
and then our  morning is at leisure. For 
those wanting to do a bit more shopping 
you can stroll down to Burnt Pine 
Shopping Centre and pick up those last 
minute purchases or just relax in your 
apartment until it’s time to check out. We 
will be transferred to the Norfolk Island 
airport to check in for our return flight to 
Brisbane.
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Fast Facts
9 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS CAIRNS  
28 August 2020

Inclusions
•  Private SINGLE rooms  

in quality accommodation 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
8 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches  
& 6 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
by private vehicle

Itinerary Highlights
• Kuranda

• Skyrail Rainforest Cableway

• Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park

• Atherton  Tablelands

• Lake Barrine

• Gallo Dairyland Cheese

• Herberton Historic Village

• Port Douglas

• Outer Barrier Reef Day Trip

• Cape Tribulation

• Mossman Gorge

• Daintree Rainforest 

FROM 
$4,569*

*  Accommodation 3-3.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. Land Only, 
airfares are not included.

Meet us in Cairns on 28 August 2020, 
where we begin our tour throughout 

Tropical North Queensland.  
With reef, rainforests, gorges, 

Aboriginal culture, UNESCO world 
heritage sites and more, this tour will 

have you falling in love with all that 
North Queensland has to offer.

Day 1
Cairns
Welcome to our amazing tropical North 
Queensland tour, exploring some of 
the state’s most beautiful destinations. 
Cairns is considered to be the gateway to 
the Great Barrier Reef and is a laid back 
city best enjoyed outdoors. Your Solo 
Connections Tour Manager will be travelling 
from Brisbane today and will be at the 
hotel to meet the group this afternoon. 
During the week your Tour Manager will 
ensure that everyone who wants to be, is 
included in any additional activities outside 
of the confirmed itinerary. Tonight, we are 
introduced to our fellow travellers as we 
have dinner at the unique Bushfire Flame 
Grill. This award Winning Brazilian inspired 
Cairns restaurant has a unique Australian 
BBQ style experience that brings the 
theatre of the kitchen right to your table.

Accommodation – Pacific Hotel Cairns  
or similar 2 Nights

Day 2
Skyrail/Tjapukai Cultural Park (B-L)
Surrounded by world heritage rainforest 
lies the picturesque village of Kuranda. The 
quaint village is full of vibrant arts and craft 
shops and time to wander the markets 
before heading to the Skyrail Rainforest 
Cableway. We embark on our gondola 
journey down the mountain, across the 
rooftop of the tropical rainforest. Stretching 
7.5kms along the rainforest canopy, the 
views are spectacular. Arriving at the 
bottom of the range we arrive at Tjapukai 
Aboriginal Cultural Park to explore the 
rich history of the world’s oldest living 
culture. For the first time an entire park 
has been dedicated to preserving and 

Tropical
NORTH

QUEENSLAND

PER PERSON LAND ONLY
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presenting authentic Aboriginal culture 
with the aid of modern technology. 
Following our delicious lunch, we have 
time to enjoy 3 theatres, a museum, an 
art gallery and a traditional Aboriginal 
camp combined to give us a complete 
and meaningful glimpse of the Tjapukai 
Aboriginal people's ancient culture. We’ll 
return to Cairns late this afternoon and 
dinner tonight will be at leisure. Your Tour 
Manager will be on hand to assist with 
making some arrangements that suit 
everyone.

Day 3
Curtain Fig Tree/Lake Barrine (B-L-D)
Our destination today is an area known as 
the Atherton Tablelands. The Tablelands 
are a beautiful, scenic and unspoilt, 
undulating tableland between 500 and 
1000 metres above the Great Barrier 
Reef. Here we can find ancient rainforest, 
volcanic lakes, waterfalls, wetlands, 
national parks, World Heritage listed 
rainforest areas, and an abundance and 
diversity of flora and fauna. Today we travel 
to Lake Barrine, a beautiful volcanic crater 
lake. We enjoy a relaxing cruise on the 
stunning lake followed by lunch in the Tea 
House. We visit the remarkable Curtain 
Fig Tree, with its curtain of aerial roots 
that drop 15 metres to the ground. Large 
basalt boulders cover the forest floor which 
is probably why the forest here wasn't 
cleared for farming - and why the tree 
remains standing. Tonight we’ll have dinner 
at our motel.
Accommodation – Jackaroo Motel 
Mareeba or similar 2 Nights

Day 4
Atherton Tablelands (B-L-D)
This morning we visit Jaques Australia 
Coffee for a delightful morning tea as we 
discover the world of coffee and how it’s 
grown. Continuing to Gallo Dairyland, we 
hear about the cheese making process 
and sample some of the yummy cheeses 
before a lovely lunch overlooking the dairy 
farm. Travelling to the small township of 
Herberton and step back in time at the 
delightful Herberton Historic Village. 

Showcasing Australia’s diverse history this 
outdoor pioneer museum is testament to 
an era that is long gone. We have time to 
wander the village, which features many 
priceless antiques as well as buildings that 
have come from the town’s ancestors.

Day 5
Atherton Tablelands to Port Douglas 
(B-D)
We farewell our wonderful hosts in 
Mareeba as we make our way to Port 
Douglas. We stop at Mount Molloy, home 
of the Great Bowerbird before arriving in 
Port Douglas, a coastal town known for its 
beach resorts and for being a gateway to 
the Daintree. This afternoon is at leisure. 
Perhaps time to kick back and have a swim 
in the pool and a cocktail, or perhaps 
explore this famous town a little further. 
Your Tour Manager will discuss options 
with you. Dinner tonight is at the hotel.
Accommodation – Oaks Resort Port 
Douglas or similar 3 Nights

Day 6
Outer Barrier Reef (B-L)
We have a fabulous day planned today 
as we discover the unforgettable Outer 
Barrier Reef. For an experience of a 
lifetime, we board Quicksilver's wave 
piercer catamaran which will take us to 
a reef at the very edge of Australia's 
Continental Shelf, to an underwater 
world that is a dazzling kaleidoscope of 
colour and brilliance. At Agincourt Reef, 
a magnificent ribbon reef, we experience 
firsthand the magic that is the Great 
Barrier Reef. We can choose to snorkel 
or stay dry and explore the reef from the 
comfort of the semi-submarine, just one 
metre underwater. Watch the fish feeding 
from the unique underwater viewing 
platform and underwater observatory, or 
fly in a helicopter over the reef (diving and 
helicopter flights are optional and at own 
expense). We’ll be given a talk by a Marine 
Biologist, to answer all our questions and 
enjoy morning and afternoon tea and 
smorgasbord lunch. When we return to 
the hotel late this afternoon dinner will be 
at leisure.

Day 7
Daintree Rainforest/Cape Tribulation 
(B-L-D)
Step from one UNESCO site to another 
as Cape Tribulation is where the ancient 
Daintree Rainforest and stunning Great 
Barrier Reef meet. Cape Tribulation 
is a remote headland and ecotourism 
destination which offers a combination 
of rainforest and beaches. Beginning at 
Mossman Gorge learn the fascinating 
secrets of one of the world’s oldest tropical 
rainforests. Stop at the historical Daintree 
Village on the banks of the Daintree River 
before arriving in Cape Tribulation. Today 
we’ll walk along the spectacular coastline 
and stroll the scenic boardwalk surrounded 
by lush tropical rainforest.

Day 8
Port Douglas to Cairns (B-D)
After a leisurely breakfast we return to 
Cairns for a free afternoon. Take a stroll 
through the shops in the city centre or 
explore further afield. Once again, your 
Tour Manager We meet up again for dinner 
to share our stories from the day. We have 
a special venue overlooking the water for 
our farewell dinner.
Accommodation – Pacific Hotel Cairns  
or similar 1 night

Day 9
Depart Cairns (B)
With our bags packed we farewell our new 
friends and make our way home, taking 
with us memories of our tropical North 
Queensland escape.
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Fast Facts
6 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS CANBERRA  
21 September 2020

Inclusions
•  Private SINGLE rooms in 

QUALITY accommodation

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
5 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches & 3 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers 
by private vehicle

• Fully Escorted from Canberra

Itinerary Highlights
• Australian War  Memorial

• Last Post Ceremony

• Cockington Green Gardens

• Royal Australian Mint

• Parliament House

• Robyn Rowe Chocolates

• Murrumbateman Winery

• Museum of Australian Democracy

• Tulip Top Gardens

• Floriade

FROM 
$2,695*

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply.

Discover Canberra in Bloom on this 
relaxed paced 6 Day tour that takes 

in the highlights of Canberra plus 
the annual Floriade!

Day 1
Arrive Canberra (D)
Welcome to Canberra. It promises to 
be a great week! Your tour manager will 
be travelling from Brisbane today and 
will meet you at our Canberra hotel. 
During the week your Tour Manager will 
ensure that everyone who wants to be, 
is included in any additional activities 
outside of the confirmed itinerary. 
Tonight, we are introduced to our fellow 
travellers over a welcome dinner at the 
Southern Cross Yacht Club.
Accommodation – TBA or similar 
(5 nights) 

Day 2
Reflections and Remembrance 
(B-D)
After breakfast this morning we will 
make our way up the Mt Ainslie lookout 
for breathtaking views across Lake 
Burley Griffin. From here we visit the 
Museum of Australian Democracy 
(formally Old Parliament House). The 
Museum was home to Australia’s Federal 
Parliament for more than 60 years and 

is now a much-loved heritage building, 
offering a unique glimpse into the 
nations fascinating past. This afternoon 
we visit the Australian War Memorial. 
The memorial commemorates the 
sacrifice of the Australian men and 
women, who have served in war, 
through its ceremonial areas, extensive 
exhibitions and research facilities. 
The focus of the commemoration is 
the Hall of Memory together with the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the Pool 
of Reflection and the Roll of Honour 
that lists the names of over 102,000 
Australian servicemen and women who 
have died in war. Over the past few years 
the Memorial has undergone extensive 
redevelopment resulting in new galleries 
and displays. The largest of these is the 
very impressive Anzac Hall. On display in 
Anzac Hall is a vast collection of historic 
military technology including Australia’s 
oldest military aircraft – the Deperdussin, 
a First World War Mark IV Tank and a 

in Bloom
CANBERRA

PER PERSON LAND ONLY
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virtual re-enactment of Australia’s first 
naval victory in 1914. We stay to hear the 
last post and closing ceremony before 
arriving at our hotel for dinner.

Day 3
Exploring Canberra (B-L)
We take in some of the city sights as we 
travel through Embassy Row, finding 
embassies and high commissions of 
countries from around the world. Look 
out for the spectacular traditional design 
of the Chinese Embassy or the splendid 
Georgian style United States Embassy. 
Visiting the Royal Australian Mint, 
we discover they produce more than 
just the country’s coins. Some of the 
most treasured coins from the National 
Coin Collection are on display in the 
Treasures of the National Coin Collection 
exhibition. With a 1930 penny, 1 kilogram 
gold coin and the famous “kookaburra” 
pennies, the coins in this exhibition are 
among the rarest, most valuable and 
most extraordinary coins in Australia. 
We will then head to Capital Hill, the 
focal point of Canberra is where we are 
introduced to the meeting place of the 
nation, Parliament House. Listening 
to your guide as they lead you through 
this political power house, you are 
enlightened to daily life of democracy.

Day 4
Vines and Wines (B-L)
We have an excellent day ahead of us 
today. Canberra has established its wine 
growing region with boutique cellar 
doors and local creations. We begin 
our day at Robyn Rowe Chocolates 
for a talk and to indulge in the smooth 
and creamy chocolate tastings on 
offer. A delicious tasting awaits us 
at Murrumbateman Winery. The 
boutique cellar door has a warm, rustic 
feel making it also the perfect place to 

enjoy lunch. This afternoon we visit the 
famous  Cockington Green Gardens. 
This award-winning tourist attraction 
takes its name from the township 
of Cockington in Devon, a historic 
English village. It is a one-twelfth scale 
reproduction of building and gardens 
– thatched cottages, a tiny church, the 
village green and even Stonehenge. 
Furthermore, model figures bring the 
scenes to life. Tonight for dinner your 
Tour Manager will be on hand to offer 
some suggestions and anyone who 
wants to be included can join in.

Day 5
Gardens Galore (B-D)
Today is festival day! This morning we 
make our way to Tulip Top Gardens, 
where acres of stunning world class 
gardens bloom to life. Hundreds of 
blossom trees nestle between the 
flowers and provide a magic pathway to 
the cascading waterfall and watercourse 
with classical music wafting through the 
air in the hidden valley. Take the popular 
pathway past the rosemary field framed 
by unique blossom trees to the 70 metre 
high viewing platform for the perfect 
photo. Then it’s off to Commonwealth 
Park, for the amazing Floriade Festival. 
The flower display is the largest of 
its type in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Explore the impressive array of inspiring 
flowerbeds, horticultural exhibitions and 
unmissable entertainment. We arrive 
back at our hotel for our farewell dinner 
this evening.

Day 6
Depart Canberra (B)
We say goodbye to Canberra and new 
friends at the hotel today as everyone 
makes their way home, but departing 
with wonderful memories of our 
springtime adventure.
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Fast Facts
7 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS ALICE SPRINGS 

Inclusions
•  Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per the itinerary 
6 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches  
& 4 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from Alice Springs

• Local English speaking guides

Itinerary Highlights
• Alice Springs Telegraph Station

• Royal Flying Doctors

• School of the Air

• West MacDonell Ranges

• Kings Canyon

• Uluru Aboriginal Cultural Centre

• Kata-Tjuta Olgas Tour

• Uluru Sunset & Sunrise Tour

• Field of Lights

*   Accommodation 3-3.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. Land Only, 
airfares are not included.

Join our 7 Day Exploration of 
Australia’s Red Centre as we journey 

from Alice Springs to Ayers Rock 
and Kings Canyon.

Day 1
Alice Springs (D)
Today you will meet your tour manager 
and fellow travellers at our Alice Springs 
hotel. Take the time to settle in and enjoy 
the afternoon at leisure. This evening we 
will meet for a Welcome Dinner.
Accommodation – Mercure Alice Springs 
or similar 3 Nights

Day 2
Alice Springs (B-L)
Tour the sights of ‘The Alice’ including 
The  School of the Air. We learn how 
children who cannot access schools are 
educated by radio, we may have the 
opportunity to listen to and observe 
actual lessons in progress on air. Stop 
at the historic Telegraph Station, which 
marks the original site of the first 
European settlement in Alice Springs. 
Visit the Royal Flying Doctors Service, 
where you will see how medical aid 

reaches those who live in the remote 
‘outback’. The tour concludes with a 
panoramic view of the township of Alice 
Springs and the MacDonnell Ranges 
from the top of Anzac Hill. Lunch today 
will be at a local restaurant.

Day 3
West MacDonnell Ranges (B-L)
View spectacular outback scenery and 
take photo opportunities as you travel 
along the magnificent West MacDonnell 

Explorer
RED CENTRE

REGISTER  
YOUR INTEREST 
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Ranges, stopping at historic sites. Enjoy 
beautiful walks at Simpsons Gap, 
Standley Chasm, the Ochre Pits, and 
enjoy a fresh bushman’s lunch at Glen 
Helen Homestead. On the way back 
to Alice Springs, stop at Ormiston 
Gorge and then the afternoon at Ellery 
Creek – this waterhole is one of Central 
Australia’s most pristine, so don’t forget 
your swimmers in the warmer months! 
The panoramic landscapes of the West 
MacDonnell Ranges are extraordinary 
for their immensity and array of 
sunburnt oranges, maroons and purples 
on display. These mighty ranges light up 
in brilliant oranges and reds at sunset on 
the return trip to Alice Springs.

Day 4
Alice Springs – Kings Canyon (B-D)
Today travel from Alice Springs to 
Kings  Canyon. Kings Canyon is a 
majestic destination featuring 100m high 
sandstone walls, palm-filled crevices and 
views that stretch across the desert. On 
arrival in Kings Canyon, those that feel 
energetic enough can enjoy the Rim 
Walk before hotel check-in. There are 
walks to suit all fitness levels.
Accommodation – Kings Canyon Resort 
or similar 1 Night

Day 5
Kings Canyon – Uluru (B-D)
Today we are touring from Kings Canyon 
to Ayers Rock. On arrival in Ayers Rock, 
continue touring with the Walpa Gorge 
Walk at Kata Tjuta (the Olgas). On 
the way,  with time permitting, stop 
at a lookout to take photographs of 
the panoramic views of the southern 
side of Kata Tjuta. Along the way your 
driver/ guide will point out and explain 

flora and fauna unique to this semi-
arid environment, spending some time 
exploring the unusual conglomerate 
rock formation. Then travel to the Uluru 
(Ayers Rock) sunset viewing area. At 
the Uluru Sunset Viewing Area view 
and photograph the changing colours of 
Uluru as the sun sets, accompanied by 
Australian sparkling wine and canapés. 
Return to Ayers Rock Resort.
Accommodation – Outback Pioneer 
Hotel or similar 2 Nights

Day 6
Uluru (B-D)
Today will be an early morning start 
and travel to the sunrise viewing area, 
Talinguru Nyakunytjaku, near Uluru 
and watch the first sunlight of the day 
creep across the desert plains. Watching 
sunrise at Uluru is the perfect start to 
the day. Return to the hotel for breakfast 
before continuing on to the Rock Base 
Tour and visit to the Uluru Aboriginal 
Cultural Centre. The afternoon will be 
at leisure. This evening we will visit the 
Field of Lights. As darkness falls and 
Uluru is thrown into silhouette the Field 
of Light illuminates. As far as the eye can 
see gentle rhythms of colour light up the 
desert. Overwhelming in size, covering 
more than seven football fields, it invites 
immersion in its fantasy garden of 50,000 
spindles of light, the stems breathing and 
swaying through a sympathetic desert 
spectrum of ochre, deep violet, blue and 
gentle white. Returning to the hotel, we 
come together for a Farewell Dinner.

Day 7
Depart Uluru (B)
Transfer to the airport today for our 
flights homeward bound.
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Fast Facts
8 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS from  

Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary 
7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 6 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guide

Itinerary Highlights
• Coral Coast

• Sigatoka River Safari

• Beach Barbecue

• 4 Night Captain Cook Cruise

• Kava Ceremony

• Yasawa Islands

• Cultural Performance

• Guided Tropical Garden Walk

Fiji. Just the name 
conjures up images  
of swaying palms  
and tropical sunsets.  
Join us on this 8 day 
trip which includes  
a 5 day Captain Cook 
Cruise to the Northern 
Yasawas. Village walks, 
beach barbecues, friendly 
smiles, strumming guitars and 
more make up this fabulous trip.

Day 1
Depart Brisbane – Arrive Nadi (D)
Bula. Welcome to Fiji! On arrival in Nadi 
we’ll be met by our local operator and 
transfer down to our hotel on the Coral 
Coast. Fiji Hideaway Resort and Spa has a 
lovely ‘island’ feel and a laid-back style. A 
host of activities are offered at the resort 
including scuba diving, snorkelling, island 
hopping, reef walking, stand up paddle 
boarding and sunset cruises. Relax by 
the pool and soak up the warm tropical 
sun or sip a cocktail at sunset while 
watching a myriad of colours change into 

the brightness of a million stars. Dinner 
tonight will be at the resort.
Accommodation – Fiji Hideaway Resort 
& Spa or similar 3 Nights

Day 2
Sigatoka River Safari (B-L)
Today we will transport deep into the 
Fijian interior aboard a custom built safari 
jet boat. As you venture upriver, you will 
be left in awe by the amazing natural 
scenery which will have you reaching 
for your camera to capture moments 
that will take your breath away. Our visit 

Adrift in FIJI

REGISTER  
YOUR INTEREST 

*  Accommodation 3.5 star / Cruise 4.5 star 
rating. Tours subject to availability. Further 
booking conditions apply see back of the 
brochure. Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$275.00.
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today will include a kava ceremony, a 
village walk, plus an authentic Fijian 
lunch and some entertainment.

Day 3
At Leisure (B-D)
Today is at leisure to enjoy the resort. You 
might like to book yourself a treatment at 
the Bula Balavu Day Spa where you can 
unwind and indulge yourself. Or take 
part in a guided tropical garden walk. 
Grab a snorkel and explore the reef 
directly in front of the hotel or lounge by 
the pool. The choice is yours today!

Day 4
Depart on MV Reef Endeavour 
(B-L-D)
Today we will transfer back to Port 
Denarau and have a little time to wander 
around the shopping centre before 
boarding the MV Reef Endeavour for 
our 4 night cruise. Ni sa Bula’ is the 
magical call of welcome as we board for 
our island adventure. We cruise to the 
privately owned Tivua Island during 
a light lunch and safety briefing, then 
explore the coral gardens, clam rearing 
cages or a scenic walk through the island 
before enjoying a South Pacific sunset 
on our first night at sea. Tonight join 
the Captain and his crew for the Gala 
Captain’s Dinner and Crew Introduction.
Cruise – MV Reef Endeavour (4 Nights)

Day 5
Brothers Island/Naviti Island 
(B-L-D)
Start the day naturally with a morning 
swim and snorkel in an idyllic bay at 
Brothers Island. Savour the bounty of 
a gourmet buffet lunch as we journey to 
spectacular Naviti Island. Here is beauty 
in its original state where you can bask 
in aquamarine waters along white sandy 

beaches. Snorkel, swim, kayak, stand up 
paddle board or just explore the island. 
This evening join the festivities and 
entertainment of a Fijian Village at Gunu 
for a traditional Fijian Feast (lovo) and 
cultural performance (meke).

Day 6
Yasawa Island/Sawa-I-Lau (B-L-D)
Discover the legendary grandeur of 
Sawa-i-Lau and the famous limestone 
caves at your own pace today. Swimming 
in the cave lagoon is a wondrous 
experience. Visit a local school for a 
memorable experience or snorkel over 
spectacular coral gardens. Swim in fabled 
lagoons (remember the 1980 movie Blue 
Lagoon?) or if you’re feeling fit try a climb 
to the peak of Mt Tamasua on Yasawa 
Island. This evening try your luck at crab 
racing!

Day 7
Sawa-I-Lau/Yaqeta/Drawaqa 
(B-L-D)
Cruise the soaring volcanic peaks of the 
Yasawas and discover a myriad of fish in 
the coral reef or laze on the warm sands 
of Yaqeta. During lunch today cruise the 
spectacular channels to Drawaqa for 
amazing snorkelling this afternoon. This 
evening get your dancing shoes on for 
the famous Captain Cook Cruises Music  
Quiz.

Day 8
Depart Nadi – Arrive Brisbane (B)
This morning as we have breakfast we’ll 
sail into Port Denarau. The crew bids us 
farewell with the wistful song of ‘Isa Lei’ 
before we travel into Nadi town with its 
bustling vibe and mixture of Hindi and 
Fijian shops. A couple of hours here to 
purchase any last minute souvenirs and 
have some lunch before heading to the 
airport for our flight home.
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Fast Facts
7 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
4 December 2019

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary 6 Breakfasts, 
1 Lunch, 1 Afternoon Tea & 5 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping for Guides and Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Botanic Gardens

• National Orchid Gardens

• Sentosa

• SEA Aquarium

• Breakfast at Singapore Zoo

• High Tea Raffles Hotel

• Cable Car

• Marina Bay Sands Skypark

• Gardens by the Bay

• Garden Rhapsody Light Show

FROM 
$4,968*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 4-4.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$174.00. 

Splendid
SINGAPORE

All  
Flights 

Included

Join our 7 Day tour to Singapore  
where you will see all the must  

see sights, enjoy a Raffles High Tea,  
have breakfast at the zoo and you can 

do your Christmas shopping!  
Splendid Singapore,  

a fabulous breakaway!
Day 1
Brisbane – Singapore (D)
This morning meet with your Tour 
Manager at Brisbane International 
Airport. Alternatively, fly from another 
capital city and meet the group 
in  Singapore. Welcome to splendid 
Singapore. Just 719.7 square kilometres 
in size, Singapore packs a punch with a 
blend of elements that come together in 
unexpected symphony. From old-school 
buildings alongside modern architectural 
marvels, to street food served up side 
by side with internationally acclaimed 
gourmet fare, the city itself is a 
celebration of diversity. On arrival at 
Changi Airport we will be met by our local 
guide and transfer to our hotel for the 
next 6 nights. Enjoy some time to freshen 

up before a welcome dinner this evening.
Accommodation – Grand Copthorne 
Waterfront or similar 6 nights

Day 2
Singapore Botanic Gardens/
National Orchid Gardens (B-L)
After breakfast this morning, we will 
explore the Singapore Botanic Gardens 
and National Orchid Gardens. The 
Botanic Garden is a 156-year-old 
tropical garden located at the fringe 
of the Singapore’s main shopping belt 
and is one of three gardens, and the 
only tropical garden, to be honoured 
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as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
National Orchid Garden is located on 
the highest hill in the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. Lunch today will be at a local 
restaurant.

Day 3
Cable Car/Sentosa/SEA Aquarium 
(B-D)
A leisurely start to the day today and 
then we will catch a cable car and fly 
high above the hill from Faber Peak 
to Sentosa. The Singapore Cable Car 
provides a 360-degree panoramic view 
of the city’s best attractions, including 
the harbour, Sentosa Island, and the 
city skyline. By Sentosa Station, Tiger 
Sky Tower has panoramic views that 
can stretch as far as  Indonesia. On the 
south coast, Palawan Beach is lined with 
food stalls and bars. In Sentosa you’ll 
visit the South-East Asia Aquarium – a 
magical marine world with more than 
100,000 underwater animals from 800 
species, swimming in 45 million litres of 
water. Dinner tonight will be at a Sentosa 
restaurant before returning to our hotel 
later this evening.

Day 4
Breakfast at the Zoo/High Tea at 
Raffles Hotel (B-AT-D)
There’s no better way to start your visit 
at one of the world’s most beautiful 
zoos than having a Jungle Breakfast 
with the wildlife. Set in a rainforest 
environment, Singapore Zoo is home 
to over 2,800 animals from over 300 
species of mammals, birds and reptiles. 
The park also boasts the world’s first 
free-ranging orangutan habitat in a zoo. 
After breakfast we will explore the park 
at a more relaxed pace on our guided 
tour tram ride. This afternoon, enjoy a 
sumptuous afternoon tea at the iconic 
Raffles Hotel.

Day 5
Shopping/Marina Bay Sands 
Skypark/Vectra Light Show (B-D)
Time this morning for some shopping 
for those who want to organize their 
Christmas gifts. If shopping was a sport 
then it would surely be classed as the 
national one of Singapore. We’ll visit the 
famous Orchard Road – and the vast 
Bugis Street Market – a fun and friendly 
shopping experience not to be missed. 
Later today we’ll visit Marina Bay Sands 
Skypark where the observation deck 
soars 57 levels above the heart of the city 
and you can take in the panoramic vistas 
of stunning Marina Bay, the architectural 
wonders of Supertree Grove, and the 
vibrant colours of Gardens by the Bay. 
After dinner we’ll catch the outdoor light 
and water show along the promenade. A 
beautiful symphony of music, water and 
light that’s powered by advanced lasers, 
fountain jets and visual projectors paired 
with an inspiring orchestral soundtrack 
and special lighting effects.

Day 6
Gardens by the Bay (B-D)
The morning is at leisure today and 
after lunch we will head off to Gardens 
by the Bay with its breath-taking 
waterfront views. This multi-award 
winning horticultural destination spans 
101 hectares of reclaimed land, and is 
made up of two main areas – Bay South 
Garden and Bay East Garden. Bay South 
Garden is the largest of the gardens and 
you can’t miss the massive Supertrees 
here. These tree-shaped vertical gardens 
are between 9 to 16 stories tall. Walk on 
the suspended walkway between two 
Supertrees to enjoy a bird’s eye view of 
the  gardens. After dinner tonight we’ll 
catch the sky show of choreographed 
lights and sounds at the Garden 
Rhapsody.

Day 7
Singapore – Brisbane (B)
Today we say farewell to Singapore 
as we head to Changi Airport for our 
homeward flights.
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Fast Facts
13 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
8 February 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
11 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches & 6 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking tour guides

• Tipping for Guides and Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Saigon

• Mekong Delta

• Cu Chi Tunnels

• Hoi An

• Cooking Class

• Hue

• Imperial Citadel

• Hanoi

• Cyclo Tour

• 2 Night Halong Bay  Cruise

FROM 
$4,625*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$178.00.

Vibrant
VIETNAM

All  
Flights 

Included

Anything seems possible in Vietnam. 
A country full of amazing contrasts 

from mega-cities to hill tribe villages. 
This country is so vibrant and engaging.  

Discover friendly people, history both 
old and new, and wonderful taste 

sensations on this 13 day tour.
Day 1 
Depart Brisbane – Arrive Saigon 
(via Singapore) (D)
This morning meet with your Tour Manager 
at Brisbane International Airport for our flight 
to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Alternatively, 
fly from another capital city and meet the 
group in Singapore. Welcome to Vietnam. 
This country is full of contrasts. From huge 
modern cities to hill-tribe villages anything 
seems possible in this fascinating country.
When we arrive at Tan Son Nhat international 
airport, our local guide will be waiting and 
transfer us to our hotel for a light dinner 
before settling in for the night
Accommodation – Signature Saigon  
or similar 3 nights

Day 2 
Mekong Delta (B-L)
This morning after breakfast we begin the 
day by exploring Ben Tre, one of the lesser-
visited provinces in the Mekong Delta. We 
will cruise along the Ham Luong River visiting 
small factories that provide an insight into 
how the local economy works. Stops include 
a brickworks, a salt refinery, a coconut 

processing workshop where you can sample 
fresh coconut and see how every single part 
of  this versatile nut is turned into food and 
other products, and a mat weaving house, 
where straw mats are woven by hand. We 
then travel by xe loi (a design of cyclo used 
only in the delta) through fruit orchards 
before stopping at a riverside restaurant for 
a delicious lunch. The lunch will feature local 
specialties such as elephant ear fish and 
river shrimp. We return to the pier in Ben Tre 
and transfer back to Ho Chi Minh City. This 
evening is at leisure and our escort will let us 
know their plans for dinner and you may join 
them if you wish.

Day 3 
Cu Chi Tunnels (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we visit Cu Chi 
Tunnels. Synonymous with the Vietnam War 
and a testament to the determined spirit of 
the Vietnamese, the underground network 
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of passages at Cu Chi is a fascinating trip out 
of the city.
We then continue on to visit Reunification 
Palace. Formerly named the Presidential 
Palace, this important city landmark was 
assured its place in history on 30th April 
1975, when the first North Vietnamese tanks 
rumbled past, signalling the Fall of Saigon and 
ultimately the end of the Vietnam War. The 
Museum of Vietnamese History is housed 
in yet another fine example of Sino-French 
architecture. Dating back to the 1920s, it 
contains an excellent series of exhibits dating 
from the Bronze Age to the Nguyen dynasty. 
The final stop today is the unforgettable Jade 
Emperor Pagoda. This Taoist temple is one 
of  the most atmospheric places of worship 
in the city. Lunch today will be at a local 
restaurant.
We can choose to be transferred back to 
the hotel after our visit or alternatively  be 
dropped off at Ben Thanh market for 
personal exploration and a spot of souvenir 
hunting. Dinner is at leisure this evening.

Day 4 
Saigon – Danang – Hoi An (B-D)
Today we will transfer to Saigon Airport for 
the short flight to Da Nang. Once in Da Nang 
we’ll be met by our local guide and transfer 
to our hotel in Hoi An. Dinner tonight will be 
at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Belle Maison Hoi An  
or similar 3 nights

Day 5 
Cooking Class (B-L)
We’ll start the today with a walk around the 
local food markets before taking a short boat 
ride to Tra Que herb village. Join gardening 
activities in preparing the land, fertilizing with 
seaweed, raking the ground, sowing, watering, 
picking vegetables… Enjoy a foot soak before 
preparing lunch with a local family. Learn how 
to make ‘Tam Huu’ (spring rolls) and ‘Banh 
xeo’ – a local pancake specialty. After lunch 
bid farewell to your host family before taking 
the boat back to Hoi An ancient town. This 
afternoon, time to explore the old town of 
Hoi  An. Visit the Hoi An market by the Hoai 
River and some famous points including old 
China trading houses, temples, and traditional 
houses in a mixture of Vietnamese, Japanese 

and Chinese styles. If you’re wanting to order 
tailor-made clothing or shoes today is your 
opportunity to order for collection tomorrow 
afternoon!

Day 6 
Hoi An (B-L)
This morning, we will visit My Son Holy Land 
to discover the old Cham towers and shrines 
built 2000 years ago. Take the chance to 
wander through crumbling towers and listen 
to the culture and history of the Champa 
Kingdom once upon a time. Back to Hoi An in 
time for lunch and the rest of the afternoon 
is at leisure to explore the alleyways and 
wonderful shops in Hoi An.

Day 7 
Hoi An – Hue (B-D)
This morning after breakfast, we leave Hoi An 
and travel via the scenic Hai Van pass, (about 
3.5 hours) to Hue. Check in to our hotel, have 
some lunch (own arrangements) and freshen 
up before visiting taking a boat ride along 
the Perfume River to the Thien Mu Pagoda. 
Consisting of seven stories, the pagoda is the 
tallest religious building in Vietnam. Dinner 
tonight will be at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Moonlight Hotel Hue  
or similar 1 night

Day 8 
Hue – Hanoi (B-D)
This morning we will visit the Imperial 
Citadel.  Built between 1804 and 1833, this 
heavily fortified structure is still very much 
the heart of modern-day Hue and despite 
a chequered history, the fortress remains 
superbly intact. There will be time for 
exploration before moving on to Long An 
Palace. We'll then transfer to Hue airport for 
our flight to Hanoi. On arrival in Hanoi we’ll 
be met by our guide and transfer to our hotel. 
Dinner tonight will be at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Thang Long Opera Hotel  
or similar 2 nights 

Day 9 
Hanoi City Tour (B-L)
This morning after breakfast we will enjoy an 
orientation of Hanoi, including the exquisite, 
recently restored Opera House. We’ll take 

a cyclo (rickshaw) ride through Hanoi’s 
Old Quarter. This is a wonderful place to 
watch the local life, and peruse items from 
fabrics to crafts to exotic medicines. Pass 
Hoan Kiem  Lake, also known as the ‘Lake 
of the Restored Sword’ after the legend that 
surrounds it, en-route to one of the city’s 
many fascinating museums. We’ll visit the 
Temple of Literature, a serene retreat from 
the busy streets outside. 

Day 10
Hanoi – Halong Bay (B-L-D)
You might like to wake up early this morning 
and join an exciting scene of hundreds of 
locals as they do their morning exercises of 
Tai Chi Quan, jogging, martial arts, classical 
dance and so on, on the lake’s edge. We’ll then 
travel to Halong to board the vessel which 
will be our home for the next two nights. 
Lunch will be served as we sail out through 
Bai Tu Long Bay. During the afternoon we’ll 
visit Vung Vieng fishing village which is one 
of the biggest villages in Halong Bay. We’ll 
also make a stop at the Pearl Village. Back on 
board enjoy happy hour as the sun sets, then 
a cooking demonstration before dinner is 
served. 
Accommodation – Halong Bay Cruise 2 nights 

Day 11
Halong Bay (B-L-D)
You might like to start the day with some 
Tai Chi on the sundeck early this morning. 
Breakfast will be served afterwards. Today 
enjoy the scenery of the bays as you cruise 
around. You might like to try kayaking if you’re 
feeling energetic. If not, grab your camera and 
a deck chair and enjoy the passing scenery.

Day 12
Halong Bay – Hanoi/Depart Hanoi (B)
Tai Chi anyone? Or early light breakfast? This 
morning make a stop at Thien Canh Son 
caves which are quite magnificent and worth 
the climb (steps)! We’ll then check out of our 
cabins and enjoy brunch as we sail back into 
the pier. Our coach will be waiting for us to 
transfer us back to Hanoi Airport and our 
flight home.

Day 13
Arrive Brisbane
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FROM 
$8,885*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$192.00. 

All  
Flights 

Included

Fast Facts
13 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
26 March 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
11 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches & 6 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides 

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Osaka Castle

• Kyoto

• Gion District

• Hakone National Park

• Peace Park

• Owakudani Hot Spring Volcanic Valley

• Tokyo

• Yokohama and Harbour

• Imperial Palace

Discovery
JAPAN

Have you discovered Japan yet? 
Japan is a timeless country where 
ancient traditions fuse effortlessly 

with modern life. This 13 day 
tour takes in the ancient culture, 

exquisite natural landscapes 
and dazzling modernity that is 
Japan today. Touring in cherry 

blossom season, we will experience 
the delightful colours and scents 

that spring offers. From Osaka to 
Tokyo discover the exotic delights 

and fall in love with the beauty that 
is uniquely Japan.

Day 1
Depart Brisbane 
Today you will meet your Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for your flights to Osaka. Alternatively, 
fly from another capital city and meet the 
group in Singapore.

Day 2
Arrive Osaka (L-D)
Kon’nichiwa – welcome to Japan! We will 
be met by our local tour guide who will 
accompany the group to the awaiting vehicle 
and transfer to our hotel, where we will 
leave bags and have time to have a walk and 
stretch our legs and have some lunch before 
checking in at our hotel. The port city of 
Osaka is Japan’s second largest metropolitan 

centre after Tokyo and has been the economic 
powerhouse of the Kansai Region for many 
centuries. The remainder of the afternoon is 
at leisure and we will meet this evening for a 
welcome dinner.
Accommodation – Art Hotel or similar  
3 Nights

Day 3
Osaka (B-L)
After breakfast this morning we will visit 
Osaka Castle. One of Japan’s most famous 
landmarks, the ancient castle is the symbol 
of Osaka, and today you will have the 
opportunity  to explore the interior of the 
castle to learn more about its history.
After lunch today we will visit the most 
exciting districts of Osaka, the Shinsaibashi 
& Dotonburi area. The Shinsaibashi Shopping 
Street is the best-known shopping area in 
Osaka. Dotonbori is a large scale shopping 
district downtown along the south bank of 
the Dotonbori-gawa Canal often selected as a 
scene in Japanese and foreign movies as the 
symbol of Osaka.
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Day 4
Hiroshima (B-D)
This morning we’ll take the bullet train to 
Hiroshima. We’ll visit the Hiroshima Atomic 
Bomb Dome and the Peace Memorial 
Museum. We’ll also visit the sacred island 
of Miyajima, the cradle of the Japanese 
Shinto religion. We’ll visit the Itsukushima 
Shrine, best known for its ‘floating’ torii gate 
before returning to Osaka by train later this 
afternoon.

Day 5
Osaka – Kyoto (B-D)
This morning, we will travel to Kyoto, the 
amazing city with more than a thousand 
years of history. Kyoto is famous for its 
numerous classical Buddhist temples, as well 
as gardens, imperial palaces, Shinto shrines 
and traditional wooden houses. Firstly, we 
visit the world heritage listed Kiyomizu Dera 
Temple; one of the most celebrated temples 
in Kyoto built at the end of the 8th Century. 
Accommodation – Keihan Kyoto Grand or 
similar 2 Nights

Day 6
Kyoto (B-D)
This morning we can have a leisurely breakfast 
and the morning at leisure. This afternoon, 
we’ll visit the famous Geisha district of Gion. 
With its beautifully preserved architecture 
and traditional customs and entertainment, 
the streets of Gion are characterised by old 
wooden townhouses (machiya) which contain 
teahouses (ochaya), shops and restaurants. 
Later in the afternoon, we will visit the 
Fushimi Inari Shrine. This intriguing Shinto 
shrine was dedicated to the god of rice and 
sake. It is famous for its thousands of bright 
orange torii gates which were featured in the 
movie Memoirs of a Geisha. If time permits 
we will visit the Nishiki Market before dinner. 
Dinner tonight will be at a local restaurant.

Day 7
Kyoto – Toyahashi (B-L-D)
After breakfast this morning, we will visit 
the Arashiyama district filled with temples 
and shrines, and the famed Arashiyama 
Bamboo Grove. Lunch today will be at a 
local restaurant. We will also visit the world 
heritage site - Tenryu-Ji temple. The leading 
Zen Buddhism temple built in 1339 is famous 
for its landscape gardens. Late afternoon, we 

will leave lovely Kyoto and travel south-east 
to Toyohashi prefecture for an overnight stay 
and dinner tonight will be at our hotel.
Accommodation – Loisir Toyohashi or similar 
1 Night

Day 8
Toyahashi – Hakone (B-L-D)
After breakfast today, we will visit the 
Hakone  National Park. With Mt Fuji at 
the background, the placid Lake Ashinoko 
and scenic mountains, hot springs and 
historic places, Hakone is surrounded by 
natural beauty. We will visit the Peace Park 
and continue to Owakudani hot spring 
volcanic valley, which overlooks Mount Fuji. 
We will visit Mt Fuji 5th station, and if the 
weather does not permit a climb, we will visit 
Oshinohakai Springs. Lunch today will be at a 
local restaurant. Tonight, you can relax and 
enjoy a traditional “Onsen” (hot spring bath) 
at your Onsen hotel and dinner will be at the 
hotel. 
Accommodation – Breezy Bay or similar  
1 Night

Day 9
Hakone – Tokyo (B)
This morning after breakfast we are on our 
way to Tokyo, via Yokohama. In Japan’s famous 
port city we’ll see the Yokohama harbor 
and the world’s largest scale of China Town. 
Shortly after, we will resume our journey 
to Tokyo. Our city tour will take us from 
Asakusa, the Nakamise shopping Street and 
Kannon Temple before we arrive in Tokyo’s 
most bustling commercial and entertainment 
district – Shinjuku Kabukicho where the city 
never sleeps. We will have some free time in 
this area before checking in to the hotel. This 
evening is at leisure.
Accommodation – Sunshine City Prince  
or similar 3 Nights

Day 10
Tokyo (B-L)
After breakfast today we will visit the famous 
Tsukiji Fish Market then to Odaiba, the 
manmade island in Tokyo Bay which is a 
popular shopping and entertainment district. 
Lunch will be at a local restaurant. This 
afternoon will let everyone know what their 
plans are and you may choose to join them or 
you might like to take some time for yourself 
and relax.

Day 11
Tokyo (B-D)
This morning we visit the Imperial Palace 
Plaza and the East Gardens. The Imperial 
Palace where their Majesties, the Emperor 
and Empress, reside is situated in the centre 
of Tokyo. The palace is surrounded by a water-
filled moat and tree-covered grounds – a 
precious taste of nature within the bustling 
metropolitan city. Continuing our tour we 
travel to Chidori-ga-fuchi Park where the 
moat is situated; it is a classic spot for viewing 
the glorious cherry blossoms. At last, we 
will visit the Meiji Jingu Shrine followed 
with  some free time in Harujuku before we 
return to the hotel. Tonight, we will enjoy our 
farewell dinner at the hotel.

Day 12
Depart Tokyo (B)
Standard checkout time applies today. The 
day is at leisure so time for some last minute 
shopping before the group is collected and 
transferred to the airport in time for the flight 
home. New friends and a host of memories 
made.

Day 13
Arrive Brisbane
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Fast Facts
7 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
19 July 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary 6 Breakfasts, 
1 Lunch, 1 Afternoon Tea & 5 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

Itinerary Highlights
• Botanic Gardens

• National Orchid Gardens

• Sentosa

• SEA Aquarium

• Breakfast at Singapore Zoo

• High Tea Raffles Hotel

• Cable Car

• Marina Bay Sands Skypark

• Gardens by the Bay

• Garden Rhapsody Light Show

• Singapore Garden Festival

FROM 
$5,245*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$180.00. 

in Bloom
SINGAPORE

All  
Flights 

Included

Singapore is a world-class garden 
city and there is no better time 

to visit than during the biennial 
Singapore Garden Festival, when over 

30 acclaimed floral designers create a 
visual spectacle at the award-winning 
Gardens by the Bay. As well as visiting 

this magical show of colour and 
creativity we see the UNESCO World 

Heritage Botanic Gardens plus enjoy a 
wonderful variety of tours and delight 

in the mouth-watering flavours  
of Singaporean cuisine – all included 

in this 7 day package.
Day 1
Depart Brisbane  
– Arrive Singapore (D)
This morning meet with your Tour 
Manager at Brisbane International 
Airport. Alternatively, fly from another 
capital city and meet the group 
in  Singapore. Welcome to splendid 
Singapore. From old-school buildings 
alongside modern architectural marvels, 
to street food served up side by side with 
internationally acclaimed gourmet fare, 
the city itself is a celebration of diversity. 
Singapore is constantly evolving, 
reinventing, and reimagining itself so 
if you’ve passed this way before you’ll 

still be for lots of surprises. On arrival 
at Changi Airport we will be met by our 
local guide and transfer to our hotel for 
the next 6 nights.
Enjoy some time to freshen up before a 
welcome dinner this evening.
Accommodation – Park Hotel Clarke 
Quay or similar 6 nights

Day 2
Singapore Botanic Gardens/
National Orchid Gardens (B-L)
After breakfast this morning, today we 
will explore the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens and National Orchid Gardens. 
The Botanic Garden is a 156-year-old 
tropical garden located at the  fringe 
of the Singapore’s main shopping belt 
and is one of three gardens, and the 
only tropical garden, to be honoured 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
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National Orchid Garden is located on 
the highest hill in the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens. Providing a place for 60,000 
orchid plants – consisting of 1000 species 
and more than 2,000 hybrids – is the 
three hectares of carefully landscaped 
slopes. Lunch today will be at a local 
restaurant. The balance of the afternoon 
and dinner this evening is at leisure. Your 
Tour Manager will be on hand to help 
the group make plans and decide what 
they’d like to do.

Day 3
Cable Car/Sentosa/SEA Aquarium 
(B-D)
A leisurely start to the day today and 
then we will catch a cable car and fly 
high  above the hill from Faber Peak 
to Sentosa. The Singapore Cable Car 
provides a 360-degree panoramic view 
of the city’s best attractions, including 
the harbour, Sentosa Island, and the city 
skyline. Sentosa is an island resort off 
Singapore’s southern coast, connected 
to the city by road, cable car, pedestrian 
boardwalk and monorail. By Sentosa 
Station, Tiger Sky Tower has panoramic 
views that can stretch as far as Indonesia. 
On the south coast, Palawan Beach 
is lined with food stalls and bars. In 
Sentosa you’ll visit the South-East Asia 
Aquarium – a magical marine world with 
more than 100,000 underwater animals 
from 800 species, swimming in 45 million 
litres of water. Dinner tonight will be at a 
Sentosa restaurant before returning to 
our hotel later this evening.

Day 4
Breakfast at the Zoo/High Tea at 
Raffles Hotel (B-AT-D)
There’s no better way to start your visit 
at one of the world’s most beautiful zoos 
than having a Jungle Breakfast with the 
wildlife. The park also boasts the world’s 
first free-ranging orangutan habitat in 
a zoo. After breakfast we will explore 
the park at a more relaxed pace on our 

guided tour tram ride. This afternoon 
we’ll visit the iconic Raffles Hotel for 
afternoon tea. Afterwards you may like 
to  take a stroll around the hotel or visit 
the Long Bar – home of the Singapore 
Sling. Tonight we’ll have a light dinner at 
a local restaurant.

Day 5
Singapore Garden Festival/Marina 
Bay Sands Skypark/Vectra Light 
Show (B-D)
Singapore is not called the Garden City for 
nothing. This morning we’ll visit the 8th 
biennial Singapore Garden Festival. 
The festival showcases creations from the 
world’s top award-winning garden and 
floral designers under one roof and wows 
visitors with a visual spectacle created 
by over 30 internationally acclaimed 
garden and floral designers. Held at the 
award-winning Gardens by the Bay this is 
a magical show of colour and creativity. 
Later today we’ll visit Marina Bay Sands 
Skypark where the observation deck 
soars 57 levels above the heart of the city 
and you can take in the panoramic vistas 
of stunning Marina Bay, the architectural 
wonders of Supertree Grove, and the 
vibrant colours of Gardens by the Bay. 
After dinner we’ll catch the outdoor light 
and water show along the promenade. A 
beautiful symphony of music, water and 
light that’s powered by advanced lasers, 
fountain jets and visual projectors paired 
with an inspiring orchestral soundtrack 
and special lighting effects. 

Day 6
Gardens by the Bay (B-D)
The morning is at leisure today. Your Tour 
Manager will be available to make plans 
with you. After lunch we will head off 
to Gardens by the Bay with its breath-
taking waterfront views. This multi-award 
winning horticultural destination spans 
101 hectares of reclaimed land, and is 
made up of two main areas – Bay South 
Garden and Bay East Garden. Bay South 

Garden is the largest of the gardens and 
you can’t miss the massive Supertrees 
here. These tree-shaped vertical gardens 
are between 9 to 16 storeys tall. Walk on 
the suspended walkway between two 
Supertrees to enjoy a bird’s eye view of 
the gardens. After our farewell dinner 
tonight at the gardens we’ll catch the 
sky show of choreographed lights and 
sounds at the Garden Rhapsody.

Day 7
Depart Singapore  
– Arrive Brisbane (B)
Today we say farewell to Singapore 
as we  head to Changi Airport for our 
homeward flights.
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Fast Facts
17 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
4 November 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane, Sydney or  
Melbourne including Taxes*  
(other capital cities & Business Class 
upgrades available)

•  Domestic Economy Class FLIGHTS 
within India including taxes*

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
15 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch & 15 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• All entrance fees

• Tipping – Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
•  Delhi

• Varanasi

• Agra

• Ranthambore Wildlife Sanctuary

•  Jaipur – Celebrate the festival  
of light, Diwali

• Jodphur

• Udaipur

FROM 
$7,240*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3.5-4.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$158.00.

Experience
INDIA

An exhilarating 17 day tour 
experiencing the sights, sounds and 
flavours of India. From New Delhi to 
Varanasi and Udaipur, experience 

the tastes and colours of India today…
Day 1
Brisbane – New Delhi via Singapore
Today you will meet your Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International Airport 
for your flights to New Delhi (via Singapore). 
Alternatively, fly from another capital city and 
meet the group in Singapore. On arrival, at Delhi 
International Airport, we will be met by our local 
guide who will accompany us to the awaiting 
vehicle to take us to our hotel to check in. 
Delhi, the soul of India and a mélange of cultures, 
encapsulates two very different worlds, the “old’ 
and the “new” giving a feel of both ancient and 
modern India. The city is nestled in the lap of 
majestic Yamuna River and presents the soul 
of India in its true self. Over thousands of years, 
it has wooed rulers, fascinated plunderers, and 
tried historians with details. Even today, Delhi 
preserves an enviable heritage; it’s a city always 
on the move. The city is sprinkled with captivating 
ancient monuments, picturesque gardens, 
magnificent museums, a vivacious performing 
arts scene and some of the sub-continent’s best 
restaurants. This city of contrasts is a treasure 
trove for tourists.
Accommodation – Taj Dwarka or similar 2 nights 

Day 2
New Delhi (B-D)
Enjoy breakfast in the hotel before we depart this 
morning for a full day guided City Tour of Delhi 
visiting both Old & New Delhi. Old Delhi was the 
capital of Muslim India between 17th and 19th 
century and has many mosques, monuments and 
forts. New Delhi, the imperial city was created by 
the British as the capital of India. 
Our introduction to Delhi starts with a heritage 
walk to Old Delhi (Shahjahanabad) walking past 
the Red Fort Jama Mosque and taking a rickshaw 
ride in Chandni Chowk. Chandni Chowk is the 
oldest market places of Old Delhi and according 
to legend was established during the reign of the 

Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan and was designed 
by Jahanara-Emperor Shah Jahan's favourite 
daughter. Today this market is considered to be 
one of the busiest markets in the world. We will 
return to hotel this afternoon where there will be 
time to freshen up before we meet for dinner.

Day 3
New Delhi (B-D)
Today after breakfast we’ll spend some time at 
the Ghandi museum learning more about the 
Father of the Nation and the best place to take 
an insight into the life of one of India’s greatest 
freedom fighters. Gandhi was an Indian lawyer, 
anti-colonial nationalist, and political ethicist, 
who employed nonviolent resistance to lead the 
successful campaign for India's independence 
from British Rule, and in turn inspired movements 
for civil rights and freedom across the world.
The British Empire established their capital in New 
Delhi with much fanfare in 1911. King Edward of 
Britain came to Delhi and designated the leading 
British Architect, Edward Lutyens, with the task 
of building the new capital in Delhi. Lutyen’s Delhi 
primarily consists of the administrative area of the 
capital, India Gate and the Viceroy’s House. A visit 
to Delhi is incomplete without going to Lutyen’s 
Delhi which one can say, is the place where the 
Central Government of India currently resides 
and works from.

Day 4
New Delhi – Varanasi (B-D)
After breakfast we are transferred to Delhi airport 
in time for our flight to Varanasi.
Upon arrival in Varanasi, we will be transferred 
to the hotel. Varanasi also renowned as Banaras 
is one of the oldest living cities in the world. 
Varanasi`s prominence in Hindu mythology is 
virtually unrivalled. It has always attracted a 
large number of pilgrims and worshippers and 

All  
Flights 

Included
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was mentioned in the holy epics Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. Varanasi is also renowned for its 
rich tapestry of music, arts, crafts, education and 
silk weaving.
The afternoon will be at leisure and then this 
evening visit Dashashwamedh Ghat - the oldest 
and holiest ghat in Varanasi for the highly 
choreographed Ganga Aarti ceremony,
Accommodation – The Madin or similar 2 nights

Day 5
Varanasi (B-D)
A very early start this morning sees us on a 
boat ride on the river Ganges for sunrise - a 
quintessential Varanasi experience. The early 
morning light is particularly inspiring and all 
the colour and clamour of pilgrims bathing and 
performing puja unfolds before you. The visit 
will include the burning ghats among other ghats 
where people do their early morning chores. We 
will also be able to walk through the narrow lanes 
of Kashi.
Returning to the hotel, we will have breakfast 
before we depart for a city sightseeing tour of 
Varanasi which will include Durga Temple and 
Bharat Mata Temple. The remainder of the day 
will be at leisure before we meet for dinner. 

Day 6
Varanasi – Agra (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel, we will be transferred 
to Varanasi airport for our flight to Delhi and from 
there we will go on to Agra. 
In Agra we will be met on arrival and transferred to 
our hotel. Famed with one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World - Taj Mahal, historical monuments, 
architectural grandeur ventures and the beauty 
of marbles, Agra thrives as one of the tourist 
destination in India. The city is known for its 
superb inlay work on marble by craftsmen with 
a lineage dating back to the Mughals. Agra’s 
handicrafts also include carpets, gold thread 
embroidery and leather shoes. 
We will meet early evening for dinner and 
Mohabbat – The Taj” show - a saga of love based 
on story behind the making of Taj Mahal.
Accommodation – Radisson Hotel or similar 
2 nights

Day 7
Agra (B-D)
This morning we’ll pay an early visit to the 
Taj Mahal - one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World that symbolizes the love of the Mughal 
Emperor Shah Jahan for his beloved wife Mumtaz 
Mahal’s final resting place. Taj Mahal is widely 
recognized as "the jewel of Muslim art and one 
of the universally admired masterpieces of the 
world's heritage. It was completed in 1653 and it 
is believed that it took nearly 22 years to complete 
the grandeur palace. There are 22 small domes 
over the Taj Mahal, denoting the same.
We will also visit Agra Fort, another of Agra’s World 
Heritage sites and one of the most important 
and robustly built strongholds of the Mughals, 
embellished with a number of richly decorated 
buildings encompassing the imposing Mughal 
style of art and architecture. The fort contains a 
maze of buildings forming a small city within a city. 
The Agra Fort offers great views of the Taj Mahal 
from across the Yamuna. 
Rest of the day is at leisure to explore the local 
market and some free time this afternoon before 
we meet for dinner this evening. 

Day 8
Ranthambore via Fatehpur Sikri (B-D)
After breakfast this morning we depart for 
Ranthambore. Ranthambore National Park was 
once the private hunting ground of the Maharaja 
of Jaipur. The park is located in the Sawai 
Madhopur district of south-eastern Rajasthan, 
which is about 130 km from Jaipur. At present, 

the national park is a part of Project Tiger and is 
one of the few places in the world, where over 
300 species of birds and wildlife such as tigers, 
leopards, nilgai, black buck and Indian black boar 
graze with gay abandon. 
Upon arrival at Ranthambore we will have time 
to freshen up before meeting for this evening’s 
dinner.
Accommodation – The Tigress Spa & Resort  
or similar 2 nights

Day 9
Ranthambore (B-L-D)
Today we enjoy a morning and late afternoon 
Jeep Safari into the park. This is an exceptional 
experience and the best way to see the park. 
Visiting Ranthambore is a dream of every wildlife 
enthusiast and the park is renowned for tigers 
and is one of the best places in India to sight the 
majestic species.
Some time at leisure this afternoon before we meet 
for dinner this evening.

Day 10
Ranthambore – Jaipur (B-D)
Today after breakfast, we make our way to Jaipur. 
Jaipur was founded in 1727 by Maharaja Sawai Jai 
Singh II and is the first well planned city of India, 
located in the desert lands of India, Rajasthan. 
The city which once had been the capital of the 
royalty now is the capital city of Rajasthan. The 
very structure of Jaipur resembles the taste of 
the Rajputs and the Royal Families. In the present 
date, Jaipur is the major business centre for 
the natives of Rajasthan with all requisites of a 
metropolitan city. 
Upon arrival at the hotel we will check in and the 
afternoon is at leisure. 
This evening we will enjoy the Festival of Lights. 
Diwali is a festival of lights symbolizing the 
victory of righteousness and the lifting of spiritual 
darkness. The word “Deepwali” refers to rows of 
diyas, or clay lamps and one of the most popular 
festivals in the Hindu calendar. This festival 
commemorates Lord Rama's return to his kingdom 
Ayodhya after completing his 14-year exile. Diwali 
is celebrated worldwide and symbolizes an age-
old culture of India which teaches to vanquish 
ignorance that subdues humanity and to drive 
away darkness that engulfs the light of knowledge. 
Diwali, the festival of lights even to-day in this 
modern world projects the rich and glorious past 
of India. 
Amongst all the festivals celebrated in India, Diwali 
is by far the most glamorous and important. 
Enthusiastically enjoyed by people of every 
religion, its magical and radiant touch creates 
an atmosphere of joy and festivity. Our Diwali 
festivities this evening includes a gala dinner.
Accommodation – ITC Rajputana Hotel  
or similar 3 nights

Day 11
Jaipur (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we depart for a tour 
of Jaipur.
Today our sightseeing will include the Amber 
Fort, Jaipur City, and Hawa Mahal-Palace of 
Winds. Amber Fort boasts an artistic grandeur 
and structural expertise. It is a reminiscent of 
the bravery and courage of the mighty Rajputs, 
who had played a remarkable role in the history 
of medieval India. 
We return to the hotel for some time to relax 
before meeting for dinner.

Day 12
Jaipur (B-D)
More time today to explore Jaipur including 
the Jantar Mantar Observatory and the City 
Palace Museum. City Palace is one of the major 
landmarks in Jaipur and was built by Maharaja 

Sawai Jai Singh during his reign. Among the various 
forts and palaces of Jaipur, City Palace stands 
apart, with its outstanding art and architecture. 
Jantar Mantar Observatory is an astronomical 
observation site built in the early 18th century 
by Maharaja Jai Sigh II whose passion for science, 
engineering, and astronomy prompted him to 
construct this complex of fourteen scientific 
instruments. It’s been over 200 years since they 
were first constructed, these fourteen structures 
can still accurately measure time; predict eclipses, 
and track stars and planets in their orbits
And no tour of Jaipur is complete without shopping 
at the Bazaar known as a shopper’s paradise and 
famous for jewellery, handicraft, carpet, blue 
pottery and textiles.

Day 13
Jodhpur (B-D)
After an early breakfast to start the day we begin 
our journey to Jodhpur. Jodhpur or the "Sun City" 
is famous for the bright, sunny weather it enjoys 
all the year round. The city was founded in 1459 
AD by Rao Jodha and is situated at the edge of the 
Thar Desert. One of the specialties of this city is 
that almost all the houses based around the fort 
of Mehrangarh are painted in blue colour, due to 
which the city is even known as the "Blue City". 
Some free time this afternoon before the group 
meets for dinner this evening.
Accommodation – Fairfield by Marriott  
or similar 1 night

Day 14
Jodhpur – Udaipur (B-D)
This morning we will tour Jodphur visiting the 
Mehrangarh Fort. As Rajasthan’s largest fort, 
Mehrangarh forms a looming presence over 
Jodhpur. Visible from miles around, it is a grand 
statement of Rajput valour. Its construction was 
started around 1459 by the king known as the 
founder of Jodhpur, Rao Jodha and is believed to 
have been completed by Raja Jaswant Singh in the 
second half of the 17th century. There are several 
palaces inside the fort, which also has panoramic 
views over the city. 
After visiting the fort we’ll depart for Udaipur. 
Udaipur has been called the ‘Most Romantic city 
in India’, ‘Venice of East’, and ‘City of Dawn’ and 
was founded by Maharana Udai Singh in 1559 AD. 
The city draws its beauty from the numerous lakes 
set amidst the green Aravalli Hills in the desert 
state of Rajasthan. The clear blue waters of Lake 
Pichola, the 17th century palaces of sandstone 
and marble, adorned with amber, coloured glass, 
fountains, Japanese-style gardens, and a string 
of canals connecting the various artificial lakes, 
make Udaipur a quintessential royal city amidst a 
gorgeous natural setting.
We will meet again this evening for dinner.
Accommodation – Trident Udaipur or similar 
2 nights

Day 15
Udaipur (B-D)
This morning we will tour Udaipur, visiting the City 
Palace Museum and Sahelion Ki Bari. City Palace 
is one of the architectural marvels of Udaipur 
located peacefully on the banks of Lake Pichola. 
The palace offers grand sweeping views of Lake 
Palace hotel and Jag Mandir on one side, and 
Udaipur city on the other. 
We’ll also take a boat ride on Lake Pichola - one of 
the most beautiful and picturesque lakes located 
in the heart of the city.
Tonight will be a farewell dinner

Days 16 & 17
Udaipur – Brisbane via Singapore (B)
This morning, after breakfast, will be at leisure 
until it is time for us to check out. This afternoon 
we will be transferred to Udaipur Airport for our 
flights home.
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FROM 
$9,955*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$200.00.

All  
Flights 

Included

Fast Facts
14 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
5 November 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane, Sydney or  
Melbourne including Taxes*  
(other capital cities & Business Class 
upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
12 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 8 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides 

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Tokyo 

• Matsumoto 

•  Kurobe Alpine Route  
including Dam + Cable Car 

• Tateyama Mountain Range 

• Kanazawa 

• Kenrokuen Gardens 

• Shirakawa-Go Village 

• Bullet Train to Kyoto 

• Hiroshima 

• Osaka

Colours of 
JAPAN

In Autumn Japan’s beautiful gardens 
and parks become a showcase for 

the verdant leaves as they turn hues 
of vivid orange, yellow and crimson 
and begin to fall. A truly beautiful 

time of year in this timeless country 
and some wonderful experiences 

on this 14 day tour. 
Day 1
Depart Brisbane 
Late this evening meet your Tour 
Manager and fellow travellers at Brisbane 
International Airport for  our flights (via 
Singapore) to Tokyo. Alternatively, fly from 
another capital city and meet the group in 
Singapore.

Day 2
Arrive Tokyo (D)
Kon'nichiwa – welcome to Japan! Tokyo is 
Japan's capital and the world's most populous 
metropolis. Tokyo offers a seemingly 
unlimited choice of shopping, entertainment, 
culture and dining to its visitors. On arrival 
this afternoon we will be met by our local 
tour guide who will accompany the group to 
the awaiting vehicle and transfer to our hotel. 
After  checking into our rooms and a quick 
freshen up the group will meet for dinner 
tonight. 
Accommodation: Tokyu Stay Hotel Ikebukuro 
or similar 3 Nights

Day 3
Tokyo (B-L)
Breakfast is at our hotel this morning and 
then our local guide will collect us and we’ll 
start our day with visiting Meiji Jingu Shrine. 

Established in 1920, the shrine is dedicated 
to the spirits of Emperor Meiji and Empress 
Shoken and is the most popular shrine in 
Japan for the custom of hatsumode - the year’s 
first visit to a shrine or temple to pray for 
good fortune in the year ahead. Then we will 
visit Harajuku, a seat of youth culture where 
stylish items are readily available. Takeshita-
dori Street is constantly crowded with 
shoppers. Just a short walk away is the more 
sophisticated area of Omotesando Street. 
Artistic fashion buildings and galleries line 
up along the elm tree-lined street, where 
you can enjoy shopping, gourmet food and 
art. We’ll have lunch in the area today before 
transferring back to our hotel. The rest of the 
afternoon and this evening is at leisure.

Day 4
Tokyo (B-D)
Today is at leisure in Tokyo and your options 
are endless. Your Tour Manager will discuss 
with you what you might like to do as a group 
today. Tonight the group will have dinner at a 
local restaurant.

Day 5
Matsumoto (B-L-D)
Today we begin our journey through the 
Japanese Alps. This morning we will 
transfer from our hotel to Shinjuku station 
where we will catch the Limited Express 
Azusa train for the journey to Matsumoto 
(about 2.5 hours). (Our luggage will transfer 
directly to Kanazawa today so we’ll take an 
overnight bag with us.) It is most famous for 
Matsumotojo, one of Japan's most beautiful 
original fortresses and a national treasure. 
When we arrive at Matsumoto station, we’ll 
take a walk through the town and have lunch 
before our coach takes us to visit the castle. 
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Matsumotojō is a "hirajiro" - a castle built on 
plains rather than on a hill or mountain. It is 
unique for having both a secondary donjon 
and a turret adjoined to its main keep. This 
afternoon we’ll travel by coach for about an 
hour to Shinano Omachi where we will stay 
overnight. Omachi Onsen town is a popular 
Onsen (Hot spring) spot and tonight we will 
stay in a Japanese style room (with private 
facilities). 
Accommodation: Kurobe Kanko Hotel or 
similar 1 Night

Day 6
Alpine Route to Kanazawa (B-D)
Today we will travel the Kurobe Tateyama 
Alpine Route through the Japanese Alps. 
First up is a short bus ride to Ogizawa, the 
entrance of the Alpine Route. The Alpine 
Route is a unique and spectacular route 
through the Northern Japan Alps which is 
traversed by various means of transportation 
including cable cars, trolley buses and a 
ropeway. On our arrival to Ogizawa today we 
will take the electric bus through the long 
tunnel to Kurobe Dam - Japan’s highest dam 
at 186 meters. The tunnel was built during 
the construction of the dam and the bus trip 
takes around 16 minutes. Once at the dam we 
will walk along the walk-way, built in the edge 
of the dam – a walk of around 15 minutes. We 
then take a ride on the Kurobe Cable Car (the 
only fully underground cable car in Japan) – 
about 5 minutes and then a 7 minute trip on 
the Tateyama Ropeway. The Tateyama Rope 
Way will be one of the highlights on the day 
and provides stunning views of the Alps. We 
then take the Tateyama Tunnel trolley bus 
for about 10 minutes as we approach Murodo 
- the highest point along the Alpine Route. 
At 2450 meters above sea-level, Murodo 
offers fantastic views of the Tateyama 
Mountain Range. Lunch can be purchased 
from one of the cafes at the station as we 
sit and enjoy the  view. After lunch we will 
begin our descent down the mountain to 
Toyama. Firstly around 50 minutes on the 
Highland Bus and then a 7 minute ride on the 
Tateyama Cable Car which will cover 1.3km 
and a 500metre descent, and lastly by train 
on the Toyama Chiho Railroad. At the end 
of this very memorable journey we will reach 
Kanazawa and check into our hotel. It is the 
best-preserved Edo Period city in Japan and 
has wonderfully preserved art and culture. 
Dinner tonight will be at our hotel. 
Accommodation: Hotel Mystays Premier 
Kanazawa or similar 4 Nights

Day 7
Kanazawa (B-D)
A leisurely start today as we catch our 
breath after a long day yesterday. Early this 
afternoon we’ll be met by our local guide for 
a city tour. We’ll visit Kenrokuen Garden, 
it was once the outer garden of Kanazawa 
Castle. Famous as one of Japan's "three best 
landscape gardens" and considered by many 
to be the most beautiful of them all. After 
enjoying the garden we will then visit the 
Higashi Chaya-gai District - a beautifully 
preserved historical area of Kanazawa 
with many traditional wooden buildings, 
established in 1820 as an entertainment 
district for rich merchants and nobility. The 
name literally means “Eastern Teahouse 

District,” because the chaya, or teahouses, 
were where wealthy customers would be 
entertained by geisha with traditional music, 
dancing, and drinking games. Dinner tonight 
will be at a local restaurant.

Day 8
Shirakawa-Go (B-D)
Today we’ll explore some rural areas of 
the Japanese Alps. The famed thatch-
roof village of Shirakawa-go is a UNESCO 
World Heritage, famous for traditional 
gassho-zukuri farmhouses. It is located  in 
a mountainous region that was cut off 
from the rest of the world for a long period 
of time and the villages subsisted on the 
cultivation of mulberry trees and the rearing 
of silkworms. The large houses with their 
steeply pitched thatched roofs are the only 
examples of their kind in Japan. Lunch today 
will be at a local restaurant. After lunch, we 
drive to Gokayama, a similar mountain village 
but a little less developed and here we can 
stroll around and soak up the atmosphere. 
Returning to our hotel late this afternoon, 
dinner tonight will be at leisure.

Day 9
Kanazawa (B)
Today is at leisure in Kanazawa. Your Tour 
Manager will have some suggestions of what 
everyone might like to do today or you might 
have some ideas of your own. You might like 
to spend some more time soaking in the 
beauty of Kenrokuen Garden, Kanazawa is 
a relatively compact city with a fine group of 
sights located around a green core formed 
by Kanazawa Castle Park and the garden. 
The Omincho Markets are packed with 
a multitude of stalls selling locally caught 
seafood, a selection of fruit and vegetables 
and other Japanese foodstuffs. For dinner 
tonight the group will dine together at a local 
restaurant.

Day 10
Kanazawa - Kyoto (B-D)
A leisurely morning today. Our luggage will be 
collected and will travel separately to meet 
us in Kyoto. This afternoon we will transfer 
to Kanazawa Station by public transportation 
with our guide and take the express train to 
Kyoto. The Thunderbird Express takes about 
two and a quarter hours and we will be met 
by out Kyoto guide when we arrive. Kyoto is a 
city of some 2000 temples and is the cultural 
and spiritual heart of Japan. 
Accommodation: Mitsui Garden Hotel Kyoto 
Shijo (or similar) 4 Nights

Day 11
Kyoto (B-L)
Our first stop this morning will be Kinkakuji 
Temple - a Zen temple in northern Kyoto 
whose top two floors are completely covered 
in gold leaf. The temple was the retirement 
villa of the shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, 
and became a Zen temple of the Rinzai sect 
after his death in 1408. We’ll then visit Nijo 
Castle, built in 1603 as the Kyoto residence 
of Tokugawa Ieyasu, the first shogun of the 
Edo Period (1603-1867). After the Tokugawa 
Shogunate fell in 1867, Nijo Castle was used 
as an imperial palace for a while before 
being donated to the city and opened up to 

the public as a historic site, the castle was 
designated a UNESCO world heritage site in 
1994. After lunch today at a local restaurant 
we’ll return to the hotel where the rest of the 
afternoon and dinner tonight are at leisure. 

Day 12 
Hiroshima (B-L)
This morning we will transfer to Kyoto 
Station to take the world famous Bullet 
Train (Shinkansen) to Hiroshima. On arrival 
in Hiroshima Station, we will take in the city 
highlights including a visit to the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Park & Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum. Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Park is in the centre of Hiroshima 
and is dedicated to the legacy of Hiroshima 
as the first city in the world to suffer a nuclear 
attack, and to the memories of the bomb's 
direct and indirect victims. After lunch we’ll 
visit Miyajima Guchi by train and then ferry 
boat. Miyajima is known as one of the most 
scenic spots in Japan, and has long been 
regarded as an Island of Gods on the beautiful 
Seto Inland Sea. It is a romantic and historical 
island where the Itsukushima Shrine, (a 
World Heritage site) is located. We’ll visit the 
Itsukushima Shrine, which is famous for the 
view of its floating Torii Gate. (Please note 
the Torii Gates are under renovation until late 
2020). Returning to Kyoto late this afternoon 
dinner tonight is at leisure.

Day 13
Osaka (B-D)
Today we’ll take a train to Osaka to see some 
of the attractions of this powerhouse city. Our 
first stop of the tour will be at Osaka Castle, 
known as a symbol of Osaka. After visiting 
the castle, we will transfer to Namba, the 
high-energy entertainment district the old 
downtown of Osaka. Here the busy streets 
are full of unique neon signs plus hundreds 
of restaurants and shops. This afternoon we 
travel by train back to Kyoto, where tonight we 
will enjoy our farewell dinner in this wonderful 
country.

Day 14
Osaka (B)
Standard checkout time applies today but 
our  belongings can be left with the hotel 
until our departure time. The day is at leisure 
so time for some last minute shopping 
perhaps or that last sightseeing in Kyoto, 
before the group is collected and transferred 
to the airport in time for the flight home. 
New friends and a host of memories made. 
Farewell Japan.

Day 15
Arrive Brisbane
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Fast Facts
17 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
18 December 2019

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE Room 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
14 Breakfast & 14 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

• Entrance Fees during sightseeing

•  Tour Manager – travels with group  
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping – Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Prague Christmas Markets

• Dresden Striezel Market

• Nuremberg

• Rothenberg Romantic Road

• Neuschwanstein Castle

• Silent Night Chapel

• Spanish Riding School

• Schonbrunn Palace

• Traditional Christmas Dinner

• New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner

FROM 
$12,875*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 4-5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$288.00. 

All  
Flights 

Included

Wonderland
EUROPEAN

Christmas in Europe is truly magical. 
Christmas markets, snow-dusted 

scenes and the wonderfully festive 
holiday atmosphere make this time of 
year something really special. We’ve 

chosen some of the most beautiful 
cities in Europe to experience the joy of 

Christmas and ring in the New Year. 
Don’t miss this truly special 17 day tour 
that captures the imagination and will 

live in your memory forever.
Day 1
This evening we will meet our Tour Manager 
and fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flights to Prague (via 
Singapore). Alternatively, fly from another 
capital city and meet the group in Singapore.

Day 2
Prague (D)
Today we arrive at Prague International 
Airport and will be welcomed by a 
representative who will assist with our 
transfer to our accommodation. Prague is 
known for its colourful baroque buildings 
and is one of Europe’s most charming cities. 
In the  afternoon our guide will meet us for 
a  taste of the city. During the tour you will 
hear about the myths and legends of this 
amazing city. Furthermore you get a first 
impression of the lovely decorated city and 
several Christmas markets. There you 
will enjoy your first mulled wine during your 
Christmas tour in Europe. Dinner tonight is at 
the hotel.

Accommodation – Duo Praha 9 or similar  
3 Nights

Day 3
Prague (B-D)
After breakfast a longer guided tour in Prague 
is on the program today. We will visit the 
castle of Prague on top of the Hradschin. 
You cross the amazing gate and the different 
inner baileys, past the chair of the president 
until you reach the gothic Veitsdom. Even 
more than the Golden-alley can be seen close 
to the castle. There are fantastic views over 
the town. Today we’ll try a Trdelnik – a sweet 
rolled spit cake, a traditional speciality in 
Czech Republic. Later on we will enjoy a 
concert with Christmas music pieces before 
returning to our hotel for dinner.

Day 4
Prague (B-D)
After breakfast we will drive to beautiful 
Dresden (approx. 2hrs drive). Dresden is a 
beautiful city rich in art treasures, history and 
legend. Once there our guide will show us 
the most famous sights, as Dresden Zwinger, 
reconstructed Dresden Frauenkirche/
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Church of our Lady, Royal Palace, and 
Semper Opera. In addition, we’ll visit a bakery 
where the famous Dresden Christmas fruit 
cake Stollen is made and we can taste this 
speciality. Afterwards we’ll visit the world 
famous Dresden Striezel Market (Christmas 
Market) where lots of regional handcrafts are 
presented. After some leisure time, we will 
meet for dinner this evening.

Day 5
Nuremburg (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel, we will depart 
to Pilsen with our guide. Pilsen and beer 
belong together. During a visit to a brewery 
you will explore all facets of the process of 
brewing from past to present. After some 
leisure time in the city we make our way 
to Nuremberg,  home of the well-known 
Christkindel Market. Over 150 stalls offer 
Christmas tree decoration, gifts, plays, 
ceramics, porcelain, Christmas sweets and 
much more. Almost every day there are 
Christmas concerts with choirs or small 
orchestras. We will return to the hotel for 
dinner this evening.
Accommodation – Le Meridien Grand 
Nuremberg or similar 4 Nights

Day 6
Nuremburg (B-D)
Today after breakfast, a local guide will show 
us the Old Town encircled by the historic 
town walls. Preserved guard towers and 
wide gates remind us of the life in the middle 
ages and the Renaissance age. Half-timbered 
houses, gothic churches within a medieval city 
wall, and the shadow of the towering imperial 
castle. Do not miss the opportunity to taste 
culinary specialities like gingerbread and 
bratwurst. Tonight we will meet for dinner in 
the hotel.

Day 7
Nuremburg (B-D)
Enjoy breakfast this morning at the hotel and 
the day is free to explore Nuremburg. This 
morning we recommend spending some 
time at the Christkindl Market as it closes 
today at 2pm. At the town hall, there is a 
medieval ‘Handwerkerhof/Artisan’s Yard’. 
In the afternoon you can enjoy a fire tongs 
punch from one of the biggest punch kettles 
in the world or you may like to experience a 
Christmas Vespers, with a nativity play in the 
German language. Tonight we will enjoy a 
Christmas Eve dinner together at the hotel.

Day 8
Nuremberg (B-D)
Fröhliche Weihnachten! (Merry Christmas)
After our Christmas morning breakfast we will 
enjoy a full day tour to the Romantic Road 
to explore a real jewel of the Middle Ages, 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber. This former 
Free Imperial City has brilliantly retained its 
medieval surface and attracts over a million 
tourists each year. Your guide will show us 
all of the places of interest, especially the 
Town Hall and St. Jacob Church with the Holy 
Blood Altar, a work of the famous woodcarver 
Tilman  Riemenschneider. Tonight we will 
celebrate with a German Christmas Dinner, 
and perhaps a Christmas drink or two.

Day 9
Munich (B-D)
After breakfast we travel on to the Bavarian 
state capital Munich, explore the Bavarian 
metropolis with its tempting flair. Around 
the Mariensäule crowds are waiting for 
the carillon of the city hall tower. Munich 
is also well known for its magnificent 
architecture and the unique mixture of 
tradition and progress. Frauenkirche, Karl-
Valentin Museum, Nymphenburg Palace, 
English Garden, Allianz Arena and last but 
not least the numerous beer gardens form 
the townscape and represent the Bavarian 
culture and way of life. Dinner tonight is at 
the hotel, after our introduction to Munich.
Accommodation – Rilano 24/7 Hotel  
or similar 3 Nights

Day 10
Munich (B-D)
After Breakfast at the hotel our guide will pick 
us up to start exploring. First the Baroque 
Nymphenburg Palace which was built as the  
summer residence of the Electors of Bavaria. 
Munich is also well known as a shopping 
city with lots of outstanding designer shops. 
Afterwards we  visit the Victuals Market a 
popular daily open air market and regarded 
as a legend of the city. There one can find 
the freshest local and international fruit and 
vegetables in Munich, herbs and cheese from 
all over Europe and many other specialities. 
Tonight we will have dinner at the hotel.

Day 11
Munich (B-D) 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will be 
collected and we depart on the Bavaria 
and Neuschwanstein Tour. Our first stop today 
is Linderhof Castle and Ettal Monastery 
which is one of the most impressive 
monasteries in Bavaria. Neuschwanstein 
Castle was opened to the public seven weeks 
after the death of King Ludwig 2nd. We will 
continue to Oberammergau – well known 
for its Passion Play that takes place every 10 
years – with the next one in 2020. After a full 
day exploring Bavaria we will have dinner at 
the hotel.

Day 1 
Vienna/Mödling (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we will travel 
via  Salzburg to Vienna. On our way to 
Vienna we will first visit the Silent Night 
Chapel where the famous Christmas song 
was presented. Nearby there is the Silent 
Night Museum where we are shown the 
history of the song and it’s writers. Later we 

arrive at Salzburg, on a city tour we discover 
the Old Town with Salzburg Cathedral, 
famous Getreidegasse with the birthplace 
of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Mirabell 
Palace. We’ll continue on to our hotel in 
the town of Mödling. In the middle of the 
Vienna Woods (Wienerwald), at the foot of 
Mt. Anninger, the city has always been a 
favourite destination for painters, poets, and 
composers. Dinner tonight is at the hotel.
Accommodation – Babenbergerhof or similar 
3 Nights

Day 13
Vienna (B-D)
After breakfast we will explore the capital 
of Austria – rich in architecture and elegant 
buildings dating back to the 700-year reign 
of the Habsburg family. Today we’ll visit St 
Stephen’s Cathedral one of the most iconic 
buildings in Vienna and one of the most 
beloved landmarks of the country. This 
circular grand boulevard serves as a ring road 
around the historic Innere Stadt (Old Town) 
district where medieval city fortifications 
once stood. After your afternoon of leisure 
we will enjoy dinner at the hotel together.

Day 14
Vienna (B-D)
This morning we depart on our tour to 
visit the  Spanish Riding School in Vienna. 
Worldwide it is the only institution where 
classical riding arts in Renaissance tradition 
has been lived and cultivated for over 430 
years. We will return to our hotel this evening 
and enjoy a gala dinner before heading out 
to watch the fireworks and people enjoying 
the Vienna Waltz as they welcome in the 
New Year.

Day 15
Vienna (B-D)
After breakfast we will be met by our 
guide and taken to Schönbrunn Palace. 
Schönbrunn Palace is the most popular sight 
in Vienna and one of the most important 
cultural properties in Austria. For over 10 
years it has been a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Tonight we will have a Farewell Dinner – 
the holidays may be over but the memories 
will remain.

Day 16
Depart Vienna 
This morning we will have an early transfer 
to the Vienna International airport for our 
journey home.

Day 17
Arrive Brisbane
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Fast Facts
16 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
9 May 2020 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
14 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 9 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/ to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Cheltenham

• Cotswolds

• Oxford

• Stratford-upon-Avon

• Bath Abbey

• Stonehenge

• Exeter

• Penzance

• Truro Cathedral

• Minack Theatre

• Land’s End

• Canterbury

• Cliffs of Dover

• Hever Castle & Gardens

• Chartwell House

• Changing of the Guards

• Chelsea Flower Show

FROM 
$10,395*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$365.00.

All  
Flights 

Included

Beginning in Cheltenham  
and visiting the Cotswolds, Oxford and  

Stratford-upon-Avon, we’ll then journey 
via Bath to Devonshire where we will 

explore the beautiful countryside and 
venture down to Land’s End in Cornwall.  
From there to Canterbury to stay in this 

beautiful old city and see the English 
Channel from the White Cliffs of Dover 
before making our way to London and 

the amazing Chelsea Flower Show.
Day 1
Brisbane
Today we meet our Tour Manager and fellow 
travellers at Brisbane International Airport 
for our flight to London via Singapore. 
Alternatively, fly from another capital city 
and meet the group in Singapore. 

Day 2
London – Cheltenham (L-D)
Welcome to England. On arrival we’ll 
be met by our coach and transfer 
on to Cheltenham in the county of 
Gloucestershire. Cheltenham is the most 
complete Regency town in Britain and is 
known as ‘The Western Gateway to the 
Cotswolds’. We’ll stop and have some lunch 
when we arrive today and then check into 
our hotel during the afternoon. Some time 
to rest before the group meets for dinner 
tonight.
Accommodation – Queens Hotel Cheltenham 
McGallery or similar 3 Nights

Day 3
The Cotswolds (B-D)
Today we’ll tour the Cotswolds. Famous for 
quintessentially English market towns and 
villages built from honey-coloured stone, 
the Cotswolds are a range of gently rolling 
hills and known for their outstanding 
natural beauty. Today we’ll visit some of 
the lovely villages in this area including 
Chipping Campden. We’ll visit Kifsgate 
Court Gardens which three generations of 
women gardeners have designed, planted 
and sustained, and which is famed for its 
roses. It also has spectacular views to the 
Malvern Hills and beyond. Returning to 
the hotel this afternoon we’ll have dinner 
there tonight.

Day 4
Oxford/Stratford-upon-Avon (B-D)
Today we’ll visit the city of Oxford – famed 
for its prestigious university which was 
established in the 12th century. We’ll take 
a walking tour and include a visit to the 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
We’ll also have a photo stop at Merton 
College – one of the oldest and most 
beautiful colleges in Oxford with medieval 
and 17th-century buildings. We’ll travel on 
to Stratford-upon-Avon for a short tour 
of  this beautiful old town. We’ll visit the 

in Bloom
ENGLAND
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Holy Trinity church, where you can visit 
the grave of William Shakespeare if you 
wish (entry by donation) before we journey 
back to Cheltenham late this afternoon. 
Dinner tonight will be at the hotel.

Day 5
Cheltenham – Bath (B-D)
Today will be an earlier start as we make 
our way to the city of Bath. Bath is the 
largest city in Somerset and known for its 
hot springs, Roman period baths, medieval 
heritage and stately Georgian architecture. 
We’ll visit Bath Abbey with its 1200 year 
old history (entry by donation) and stop 
to view  Pulteney Bridge which crosses 
the River Avon and was completed in 
1774. We’ll also make a photo stop at the 
Royal Crescent – one of Bath’s most iconic 
landmarks overlooking Royal Victoria Park. 
This afternoon we’ll check into our hotel 
and  have some time at leisure before 
meeting for dinner tonight.
Accommodation – Bailbrook House Hotel  
or similar 1 Night

Day 6
Bath – Exeter (B-L)
This morning after breakfast we’ll make 
our way to Devon. En-route today we’ll 
stop at the UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Stonehenge. The Neolithic standing stones 
have attracted a lot of speculation about 
their origin, and their reason for existing 
is shrouded in mystery. We’ll travel on to 
Salisbury and stop for lunch at a restaurant 
in this medieval cathedral city before 
continuing on to Exeter and checking 
into our hotel there. The ancient city of 
Exeter dates back to the Roman era and is 
home to a magnificent cathedral, vaulted, 
medieval underground passages beneath 
the city and a lovely quayside where you 
can imagine old galleons docking. Checking 
into our hotel this afternoon the evening 
is at leisure.
Accommodation – Jury’s Inn Exeter or similar 
3 Nights

Day 7
Exeter (B-D)
Today we’ll tour this lovely city. We’ll visit 
Exeter Cathedral and also the beautiful 
Rougemont Gardens which surround 
the castle. The site was originally part 
of William  the Conqueror’s defences for 
Rougemont Castle during the Norman 
Conquest. When William ordered the 
construction of the castle in 1068 a 
defensive ringwork was included, and this 
characterises the shape of gardens which 
were constructed in the late 18th century. 
We’ll return to the hotel this afternoon for 
some time at leisure before meeting for 
dinner tonight.

Day 8
Penzance/Truro/Land’s End (B-L)
Today we’ll continue our touring of this 
beautiful southern part of England with 

a visit to Cornwall. We’ll visit the market 
town Penzance in the far north west of 
the county where we’ll be able to view St 
Michael’s Mount. We’ll stop for lunch in 
Penzance and then visit Truro – the only 
city in Cornwall. This afternoon we’ll visit 
Land’s End and the wonderful Minack 
Theatre which is nestled in a gully with 
staggering views over the water and 
rugged  Porthcurno Bay. Returning to the 
hotel late this afternoon dinner tonight is 
at  leisure and your Tour Manager will let 
you know where they are going so you are 
free to join if you wish to.

Day 9
Exeter – Canterbury (B-L)
After breakfast this morning we’ll depart 
today for Kent. On the way we’ll skirt 
around London, stopping for lunch in 
Windsor, home of the famous castle. 
From there to Canterbury which was a 
pilgrimage site in the Middle Ages and 
made famous by Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales. We’ll spend a little time walking 
around the city before checking in at our 
hotel. Dinner tonight is at leisure and your 
Tour Manager will let you know where 
they  are going so you are free to join if 
you wish to.
Accommodation – Falstaff Hotel or similar  
2 Nights

Day 10
Canterbury/Dover (B-L)
This morning we’ll tour this beautiful old 
city with its famous cathedral and rich 
history. We’ll stop for lunch for continuing 
on to view the famous White Cliffs of 
Dover, most famous as an iconic landmark. 
From here we will see unrivalled views of 
the busy English Channel and the French 
coast before returning to our hotel this 
afternoon where dinner tonight will be 
at leisure. Your Tour Manager will let you 
know where they are going so you are free 
to join if you wish to.

Day 11
Hever Castle/Chartwell (B-D)
Today we will head for London but stopping 
along the way. First to Hever Castle where 
we’ll take a tour of the gardens here at the 
childhood home of Anne Boleyn. We’ll 
also make a photo stop today at Chartwell 
– home of Winston Churchill before 
travelling on to London where we’ll check 
into our hotel. Dinner tonight will be at a 
local restaurant.

Accommodation – Ibis London Excel 
Docklands or similar 4 Nights

Day 12
London (B-D)
After breakfast this morning we’ll tour 
the city of London. We’ll go to Lambeth 
Bridge which crosses the River Thames 
and from here we’ll see Big Ben – the 
famous Great Bell of the clock at the north 
end of the Palace of Westminster. We’ll 
also see Buckingham Palace today to see 
the Changing of the Guard. As we tour 
around London we’ll also see the outside 
of the Houses of Parliament – also known 
as the Palace of Westminster - located on 
the left bank of the Thames, and also Hyde 
Park in central London. We’ll return to the 
hotel this afternoon and dinner tonight will 
be at our hotel.

Day 13
Chelsea Flower Show (B-D)
The Chelsea Flower Show is Britain’s most 
prestigious flower show. It has been held in 
the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea, 
London every year since 1913, apart 
from gaps during the two World Wars. 
World-renowned garden designers, plant 
specialists, florists and nurseries come 
together every year to show off cutting-
edge garden designs and inspirational 
floral exhibits. Returning to the hotel this 
afternoon and dinner tonight will be at 
our hotel.

Day 14
At Leisure/Farewell Dinner (B-D)
Today is our last day and we are free to 
explore. You don’t need to be on your 
own (unless you want to be) and your Tour 
Manager will arrange with the group what 
everyone would like to do for this last day 
in London. More sightseeing? Or shopping? 
A bargain at the markets or perhaps 
something more high end. The choice is 
yours. The group will gather tonight for a 
farewell dinner.

Day 15
Depart London (B)

Day 16
Arrive Brisbane
A light breakfast on the run this morning 
as we take an early transfer to the airport 
for our flight. Happy memories and new 
friends as we make the journey home.
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Fast Facts
18 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
22 June 2020 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other Capital Cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE cruise cabin

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
15 Breakfasts, 14 Lunches & 14 Dinners

•  24 hour complimentary coffee, tea, 
hot chocolate and water

•  Free-flowing red & white regional 
wines with dinner

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Complimentary state-of-the-art audio 
headsets for all excursions

•  Complimentary use of  
onboard bicycles

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/ to Brisbane

• English Speaking Cruise Director

• Port fees and cruise taxes

Itinerary Highlights
• Passau

• Vienna

• Esztergom & Szentendre

• City Tour of Belgrade, “The White City”

• Excursion to Vidin and Belogradchik

• City Tour of Bucharest

• Cruise Sfantu Gheorgh (Saint George)

•  Excursion to Constanta &  
The Black Sea Coast

• Veliko Tarnovo

• The Iron Gates

• Novi Sad Old Town

• Tiny Harbour Town of Mahacs

• City Tours of Budapest & Bratislava

• Hungarian Folklore Show

• Wine Tasting in Durnstein

• Melk Abbey

FROM 
$9,850*^
PER PERSON

*  Cruise 5 Star Rating. Tours subject to 
availability. From price based on C1 cabin. 
Cabin upgrades available on request. Further 
booking conditions apply see back of the 
brochure. Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$300.00.

All  
Flights 

Included

Experience the full length of the Danube, the most beautiful river of Europe, 
on this 18 Day Danube Delights river cruise tour. Cruise along 4,000 river km to 

Kilometre Zero. See eight countries and five renowned capital cities on this journey 
to the estuary of the Danube, where it meets the Black Sea, and visit the UNESCO 

protected site of the Danube Delta for unforgettable experiences.

Days 1 & 2
Brisbane to Passau via Singapore 
& Munich
This evening we will meet our Tour Escort 
and fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flights to Munich. Alternatively, 
fly from another capital city and meet the 
group in Singapore.
On arrival into Munich International  Airport, 
on  day 2, we will be welcomed by a 
representative who will assist with our 
transfer to Passau. We may not be able to 
check into our cabins straight away, however 
we can leave our luggage and take  a walk. 
Upon embarkation of the ship, we have time 
to settle into our cabins. This evening, we 
enjoy a Welcome Cocktail, followed by a 
specially-prepared Welcome Dinner.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 3
Vienna (B,L,D)
This morning the ship passes through the 
charming UNESCO World Natural Heritage 
region of the Wachau and then, in the early 
afternoon, stops in Vienna. Discover the 
singular charm of this former imperial 
metropolis during the course of a city tour. 
The Austrian capital effortlessly unites a 
glorious past with the present in a memorable 
way. After dinner, the ship will leave the 
harbour  in Vienna and travel towards 
Hungary.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 4
Esztergom (B-L-D)
Spend a relaxing day cruising the beautiful 
Blue  Danube or join the excursion to 

Delights
DANUBE
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Esztergom, the former residence of the 
Hungarian kings and seat of the Archbishop. 
The second highlight with this trip is 
Szentendre, an artists’ colony with numerous 
contemporary galleries and museums 
reflecting the artistic history of Hungary. Just 
before lunch, the ship stops for those guests 
on the shore excursion to  rejoin. The ship 
will then continue cruising, making its way 
to Belgrade.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 5
Belgrade (B-L-D)
During lunch we arrive in Belgrade, one 
of  the oldest European cities and the capital 
of Serbia. Travel to the Kalemegdan Fortress 
for an impressive panoramic view over the 
Danube and the Sava Rivers. See the National 
Museum, the Parliament, Terazije Square 
and the Palace of Princess Ljubica, as well 
as St. Sava Cathedral, which is the largest 
Orthodox church in the world. If you feel like 
a snack, taste some of the best food along the 
Skadarlija, offering some of the best in local 
cuisine. Dinner this evening is onboard as 
the vessel continues through the countries of 
the Danube.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 6
Bulgaria (B-L-D)
Enjoy a relaxing morning cruising the river 
before reaching Bulgaria this afternoon. We 
visit Vidin, a town renowned for its centuries 
of history.
A short distance away is the Baba Vida 
Fortress, located on the banks of the Danube, 
and the only fully-preserved medieval 
fortress in Bulgaria. Another fortress, Kaleto, 
stands imposingly beside Vidin and is worth 
a visit.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 7
Oltenita (B-L-D)
In the morning, relax on the Sun Deck and 
enjoy the passing landscapes, before the ship 
docks in Oltenita. Do not miss the bus tour 
which forms part of the program for today. 
This tour takes us to the Romanian capital 
Bucharest, where we will enjoy a city tour 
followed by dinner in the city. On the way 
back to the ship, which will in the meantime 
have travelled to and docked in Fetesti, we 
will cross endless cornfields and pass the 
picturesque farming villages of the sparsely 
populated Baragan lowlands.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 8
Danube Delta (B-L-D)

Spend the morning cruising Sfantu 
Gheorghe  (Saint George), one of the 3 
main  channels that make up the Danube 
Delta. At the meeting of the Black Sea and the 
Danube, this UNESCO site hosts 27 different 
ecosystems and is home to many unique 
species of birds, fish, and other creatures. 
During dinner, enjoy sunset over the waters of 
the Danube Delta as our vessel departs and 
begins the journey back up the Danube.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 9
Hirsova – Fetesti (B-L-D)
Relaxation is on the schedule today as the 
vessel plies the waters of the Danube. The 
afternoon offers an opportunity to see 
Constanta, the oldest city on the Black Sea 
coast. The vessel stops for those on the 
excursion to rejoin before dinner this evening.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 10
Rousee – Svishtov (B-L-D)
Continue to enjoy your experience onboard, 
consider a massage or relax in the lounge and 
view the passing scenery. For a little more 
adventure, an excursion to Veliko Tarnovo, 
the oldest town in Bulgaria, is available today. 
Rejoin the vessel in Svishtov as lunch is 
served.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 11
Iron Gates (B-L-D)
On deck there is much natural beauty to take 
in as you cruise the mighty Danube River and 
the picturesque “Iron Gates.”
The Iron Gates is a narrow gorge between 
the Carpathian and Balkan Mountains which 
forms a natural border between Serbia and 
Romania and features breathtaking scenery. 
This part of the river is named the Iron Gates 
for the two hydroelectric dams that control 
the water flow. Over dinner this evening 
recount the beauty of the day with your fellow 
travellers.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 12
Novi Sad – Vukovar (B-L-D)
Late morning we arrive in Novi Sad, known 
for its 19th century buildings and stunning 
parks. This evening the vessel stops in 
Vukovar, located on an important trade route 
at the confluence of the Vuka and Danube 
rivers. All would pass by on the way to 
Budapest and Vienna upstream and Romania 
downstream. An optional evening walking 
tour is available for those wishing to explore 
further (additional cost).
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 13
Mohacs – Kalocsa (B-L-D)
This morning we visit, and take a walking tour, 
of the tiny harbour town of Mohács, a melting 
pot of nations. This afternoon relax onboard 
or join the optional Grand Hungarian Puszta 
excursion to enjoy the scenery of the endless 
plain, where the sky stretches into the horizon 
(additional cost).
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 14
Budapest (B-L-D)
Early this morning we dock in Budapest, 
the capital and largest city of Hungary.  In 
the afternoon there is the option to take 
an excursion (additional cost) to the 
Royal  Palace of Godollo, an imperial and 
royal Hungarian palace located in the 
municipality of Gödöllő in Pest county, central 
Hungary. It is famous for being a favourite 
place of Queen Elisabeth of Hungary. A special 
treat this evening awaits, as musicians come 
on board to entertain with traditional music 
of Hungary, as the vessel cruises the Danube 
to see this beautiful city by night.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 15
Bratislava (B-L-D)
Discover the Slovak capital of Bratislava this 
afternoon on a city tour. The city is home to 
the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
old city walls, the summer residence of the 
archbishop and the current residence of 
the president of Slovakia. You can also see 
Bratislava Castle, high above the city. From 
Michael’s Gate, take a leisurely stroll through 
the historic city centre, where you can admire 
sights such as the Primatial Palace and St. 
Martin’s Cathedral. Enjoy the Captain’s Gala 
Dinner onboard this evening.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Day 16
Durnstein – Melk/Emmersdorf (B-L-D)
This morning arrive in Dürnstein, a tiny 
village surrounded by vineyards, which serves 
as a jumping off point for an excursion to 
Melk and its magnificent Benedictine Abbey. 
This afternoon with all travellers safely back 
onboard, the vessel cruises toward the port 
where this magnificent voyage began.
River Cruise Ship – Amadeus Brilliant

Days 17 & 18
Passau – Brisbane via Munich 
& Singapore (B)
After breakfast, we bid the ship farewell and 
are transferred to Munich for our return 
flights to Brisbane.
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Fast Facts
16 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
23 June 2020 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

•  Private SINGLE cruise stateroom/ 
SINGLE hotel room

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
14 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 11 Dinners

•  24 hour complimentary coffee, tea, 
hot chocolate and water on board 
the cruise

•  Free-flowing red & white regional 
wines with dinners on board the cruise

•  Sightseeing Tours and Transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Complimentary state-of-the-art audio 
headsets for all cruise excursions

•  Complimentary use of on board 
bicycles on cruise

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/ to Brisbane

• Port fees and cruise taxes

• Local English speaking guide

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Lyon

• Macon Wine Theme Park

• Beune

• Wine Tasting

• Avignon Papal Palace

• Arles

• Camargue Nature Park

• Ardèche Gorge

• Paris

• Monet’s Garden

• Versailles

FROM 
$12,965*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star/Cruise 5 Star 
rating. From price based on C4 cabin. Cabin 
upgrades available on request. Tours subject 
to availability. Further booking conditions 
apply see back of the brochure. Package 
Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$300.00. 

All  
Flights 

Included

Discover the beauty of France with us on this gorgeous river cruise aboard 
Amadeus Provence. Day trips to wineries, villages, monasteries and more, 

plus long summer evenings cruising the French countryside from the beautiful city 
of Lyon. What better way to experience the wine regions and villages of southern 

France! Then on to Paris for 5 nights seeing the sights and experiencing  
the joie de vivre in this capital of romance. Visits to Versailles and Monet’s Gardens  

to experience the rich history of this country, as well as time to explore modern 
Paris at its absolute best. You will love Belle France!

Day 1
Depart Brisbane
Today we meet our Tour Manager and fellow 
travellers at Brisbane International Airport for 
our flight to Lyon via Singapore and Prague. 
Alternatively, fly from another capital city and 
meet the group in Singapore.

Day 2
Arrive Lyon (L-D)
Bonjour and welcome to Lyon. France’s third 
largest city is the gastronomic capital of 
France and is situated at the meeting point of 
the Rhône and the Saône Rivers. On arrival 
we will be met and taken to a local restaurant 
for lunch, before checking into our hotel. 
The  afternoon is at leisure before we meet 
tonight for a welcome dinner.
Accommodation – Lyon Centre Part Dieu 
Gambetta or similar 1 Night

Day 3
Board Amadeus Provence (B-D)

We have some time at leisure this morning. 
Your Tour Manager will discuss with the 
group what everyone might like to do until 
transferring to the ship this afternoon. 
This afternoon, embark on the Amadeus 
Provence and settle into our cabins. On 
this premium cruise ship the planning and 
design provides comfortable room for 140 
passengers and offers all the luxuries of a 
floating 5-star hotel. The extensive restaurant 
and the Panorama-Bar offer divine views of 
the passing rivers capes, and the outdoor, 
glass-shielded River Terrace allows you to 
relax in the open regardless of the weather. 
Time for a welcome cocktail this evening and 
then a special dinner on board.
Cruise – Amadeus Provence 7 Nights

Day 4
Mâcon (B-L-D)
This morning the vessel arrives in the town of 
Mâcon, located in southern Burgundy. This 
wine-producing region produces some of 
the most expensive wines in the world. From 

Belle FRANCE
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Mâconnais we will tour the Beaujolais and 
Mâconnais wine regions. A highlight of this 
excursion is the visit to Georges Duboeuf’s 
Hameau du Vin. In the unique setting of 
a 19th-century railway station, you can 
marvel at the wine making process. Finish 
the visit with a tasting of Beaujolais wines, 
in a room housing a barrel organ called a 
“bouteillophone”. This afternoon offers the 
opportunity to visit the ‘spiritual heart of 
medieval Europe’ where our guide will show 
us around the ancient Benedictine Abbey. 
The  Abbey of Cluny in Burgundy was the 
centre of a major monastic movement in the 
middle ages. 

Day 5
Chalon-sur-Saône/Tournus (B-L-D)
Today we continue to explore the wine 
region with a stop in the town of Chalon 
sur Saône. The countryside is filled with 
famous vineyards such as Pommard and 
Puligny, a wine lover’s delight. Take a scenic 
drive along France’s Burgundy wine route 
through Pommard, Volnay and Meursault. In 
Beaune, the wine capital of Burgundy, you 
will enjoy a guided tour of the beautiful Hôtel-
Dieu, founded as a hospice in 1443. The 
great Salle des Pauvres (”hall of the poor”), 
is decorated with multi-coloured  beams 
which are  unique. This afternoon you have 
the option to take an additional tour (own 
expense) to Brancion and the Castle of 
Cormatin – one of the most sumptuous 
castles in Burgundy and which boasts a 
Renaissance garden.

Day 6
Lyon (B-L-D)
Today we return to the beautiful city of 
Lyon. This UNESCO World Heritage city is 
known for its cuisine as well as historical and 
architectural landmarks such as the Basilica 
of Notre-Dame de Fourviere and the Vieux 
Lyon (Old Lyon). The city tour begins with a 
coach trip to the Basilica of Notre-Dame de 
Fourvière. The well-known pilgrimage church 
stands on a hill, offering an unforgettable 
view of the city. After you’ve had a look 
around on your own and enjoyed a drive 
along the banks of the Sâone, with views of 
various sights including the Cathedral of St. 
John and the Palace of Justice, you will have 
the opportunity to explore Lyon’s Old Town. 
We leave Lyon at lunch time and you can relax 
this afternoon as the vessel sails through the 
picturesque French countryside.

Day 7
Avignon (B-L-D)
The Provencal city of Avignon is home to 
the Papal Palace, once the seat of Western 
Christianity in the 14th century. Today’s 
excursion is a guided walk through Avignon, 
also known as the “City of Popes. Avignon’s 
lavish Palais des Papes (Palace of the Popes), 
is a fortress, church and palace all in one. 
Another must-see is the Pont d’Avignon, 
a ruined 12th-century bridge that once 
spanned the Rhône and is immortalized in 
a folk song about dancing on the bridge. 
This afternoon you have the option of an 
additional tour (own  expense) to The Pont 
du Gard, a three-level aqueduct constructed 
over 2000 years ago by the Romans and is 
one of the architectural masterpieces of the 

ancient world. Our vessel remains in Avignon 
this evening.

Day 8
Arles (B-L-D)
Arles boasts a rich history. During our two-
hour city walk, pass many ancient or Roman 
sights and monuments and see why UNESCO 
has chosen to declare Arles a World Heritage 
Site. A visit to the Roman arena is a must 
while  in Arles. Why not take a break in the 
café that served as the model for Vincent 
Van Gogh’s “Café Terrace at Night”?
Outside of Arles, the Camargue Nature Park 
is located. It is home to an astonishing range 
of wildlife, including the renowned Camargue 
bulls and horses that live in semi freedom, 
and many hundreds of species of birds. 
You will also visit Saintes Maries de la Mer, 
located on the Mediterranean Sea where the 
Rhône joins the ocean. 

Day 9
Chateauneuf du Rhone/Le Pouzin 
(B-L-D)
This morning offers the opportunity to view 
the Ardèche Gorge, another natural wonder 
of the area. The Ardèche Gorge is often 
referred to as the Grand Canyon of Europe, 
its spectacular limestone cliffs tower up to 
1,000ft above the meandering river below. 
The entrance to the Ardèche Gorge is through 
the famous Pont d’Arc near Vallon which, at 
192 feet is, according to the Natural Arch and 
Bridge Society, “the largest natural bridge 
in Europe”. You will take the famous Gorge 
Trail, from which you can see the harmonious 
meanderings of the river. Beautiful viewpoints 
such as the Pont d’Arc and Serre de Tourre 
offer the greatest views onto the canyon 
and the river Ardèche. This evening is the 
Captain’s Gala Dinner.

Day 10
Lyon – Paris (B-L)
This morning we disembark from the 
Provence and we’ll be met by our coach to 
make the drive to Paris. En route today we’ll 
stop at Lons Le Saunier and have lunch in 
this picturesque spa town. Driving through 
Burgundy we’ll be in Paris late this afternoon 
where we’ll check into our hotel and the 
evening will be at leisure. Your Tour Manager 
will make evening plans with the group for 
anyone wanting to join in.
Accommodation – Ibis Paris 17 Clichy 
Batignolles or similar 5 Nights

Day 11 
Paris City Tour (B-D)
After breakfast this morning we’ll take 
public transport and explore some of the 
sights of Paris using our Paris Visite cards. 
(These cards also give you unlimited use of 
public transport during your stay). From the 
instantly recognizable wrought-iron Eiffel 
Tower, to the Arc de Triomphe guarding the 
avenue des Champs-Élysées, Notre Dame 
Cathedral and the beautiful bridges spanning 
the Seine. The guide will be with you until 
lunch-time and from there you are free to 
explore at leisure. Your Tour Manager will be 
on hand to make plans with the group for the 
afternoon. Dinner tonight will be at a local 
restaurant.

Day 12
Monet’s Garden (B-L)
This morning we’ll travel to Giverny to visit 
the house and the gardens of Claude Monet, 
the well-known Impressionist painter. As you 
visit the gardens at Giverny, you will see the 
central pathway leading up to the house, 
bordered by different varieties of nasturtiums 
and roses, as well as the multi-coloured 
flower beds full of tulips, narcissi, daffodils, 
irises and peonies. Stroll through the Clos 
Normand Flower Garden, which is home 
to many plants of Eastern origins, until you 
reach the lavish water garden, so famous for 
its water lilies, weeping willows and green-
painted Japanese Bridge (bridges like this 
are  traditionally red in Japan). Lunch today 
will be at a local restaurant before returning 
to Paris this afternoon. Dinner tonight is at 
leisure and once again your Tour Manager will 
be on hand to see that everyone who wants 
to join in does so.

Day 13
Versailles (B-D)
This morning enjoy a leisurely breakfast. 
Today our French guide will be with us as we 
take the Metro to Versailles. The Palace of 
Versailles has been listed as a World Heritage 
Site for 30 years and is one of the greatest 
achievements in French 17th century art. The 
Palace would never again be a royal residence 
and a new role was assigned to it in the 19th 
century, when it became the Museum of 
the History of France in 1837. The rooms 
of the Palace were then devoted to housing 
new collections of paintings and sculptures 
representing great figures and important 
events that had marked the history of France. 
Situated to the west of the palace the gardens 
occupy around 800 hectares landscaped in 
the classic French Garden style.

Day 14
At Leisure/Farewell Dinner (B-D)
Today is our last day and we are free to 
explore. You don’t need to be on your 
own (unless you want to be) and your Tour 
Manager will arrange with the group what 
everyone would like to do for this last day 
in Paris. The group will gather tonight for 
a farewell dinner at one of Paris’s lovely 
restaurants, as we spend our last summer 
evening in Paris.

Days 15 & 16
Paris – Brisbane (B)
This morning we’ll have breakfast before 
transfer to the airport for our flight. Happy 
memories and new friends as we make the 
journey home. Au revoir la belle France! 
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Jewels of
RUSSIA

Russia is undeniably one of the most intriguing nations in the world. Join us on 
this fabulous 17 day journey as we search out the gems that this culturally and 
historically diverse country has to offer. Tour the famous Golden Ring which is 
the heart of medieval Russia, as well as spending time exploring the jewels in 

the crown – Moscow and St Petersburg – and the riches that they hold.

Fast Facts
17 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
14 August 2020 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other Capital Cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
15 Breakfasts, 6 Lunches, 8 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Moscow

• Red Square

• St Basil Cathedral

• Bunker 42

• Moscow Metro Tour

• 3 Day Golden Ring Tour

• Train Moscow – St Petersburg

• St Petersburg

• Peterhof

• Hermitage Museum

• St Catherine’s Palace

• Volga Dinner Cruise

FROM 
$9,990*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3.5-4.5 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$209.00. 

All  
Flights 

Included

Day 1
Depart Brisbane
Today we will meet our Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flights to Moscow via Singapore. 
Alternatively, fly from another capital city and 
meet the group in Singapore.

Day 2
Arrive Moscow (B-D)
Welcome to Russia. Russia is a huge country 
both  in its sprawling geography and its never-
ending stream of splendours to explore. 
Russia today is a vast country of historic cities, 
astounding national treasures and idyllic 
countryside. On arrival we will be met by our local 
guide and after stopping at a local restaurant for 
some brunch we will tour the city a little before 
checking into our hotel this afternoon. This 
city has always loved to make an impression 
on its visitors and along with centuries-old Red 
Square, the Kremlin and Bolshoi theatre it now 
also boasts the largest sports arena, the tallest 
building and the largest residential complex in 
Europe, the largest museum, and the largest 
Orthodox Church dome in the world. Dinner 
tonight will be at our hotel.
Accommodation – Radisson Blu Belorusskaya  
or similar 5 Nights

Day 3
Tretyakov Gallery (B-D)
Today after breakfast we’ll visit the National 
Museum of Russian Fine Art, the State 
Tretyakov Gallery, which is one of the largest 

museums in the world. Pavel Mikhailovich 
Tretyakov, a rich Moscow merchant and textile 
mill owner, started collecting Russian paintings 
in the 1850s. It was then he bought several 
works  by Russian artists and it was then the 
Tretyakovs moved to their new estate in the 
Lavrushinsky Lane – the mansion that would 
become a world-famous museum. Dinner 
tonight will be at the hotel.

Day 4
The Kremlin (B-L)
The Kremlin is the historic centre of the city, 
the heart of Moscow. Today we’ll explore this 
iconic part of the city. In the Kremlin we will 
see the Tsar Bell and the Tsar Cannon and 
visit the Annunciation (Blagoveschensky), 
Arkhangel (Arkhangelsky) and Assumption 
(Voznesensky) Cathedrals, the Bell-Tower of 
Ivan the Great, and the Church of the Twelve 
Apostles. We’ll also visit the Armory Chamber 
– a treasure-house which is a part of the Grand 
Kremlin Palace’s complex. We’ll take a walk 
through Red Square, a site which has long 
served for public proclamations and ceremonies, 
to St Basil Cathedral with its crazy confusion of 
colours, patterns and onion-shaped domes. St. 
Basil Cathedral is one of the most outstanding 
and remarkable monuments of Old Russian 
architecture. Lunch today will be at a local 
restaurant.

Day 5
Bunker 42/Metro Tour (B-L)
Today we are going to visit Bunker 42. The 
facility we are going to explore operated as an 
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emergency Command Post Headquarters and 
long-range aviation communications and was 
once reserved for Stalin himself. After going 
down on a speed elevator to the depth of 65 
meters, you will find yourself inside one of the 
most restricted military objects of the USSR. The 
Bunker 42 was fully equipped with everything 
needed for a nuclear attack: air recycling system, 
diesel generators, stocks of food, fuel, artesian 
wells to provide clean drinking water. Up to 
30,000 people could live and work there for 90 
days without assistance from the outside world. 
We’ll also visit Moscow’s famous Metro which 
survives in all its constructional glory, walled in 
marble and decorated with chandeliers. Lunch 
today will be at a local restaurant.

Day 6
Cathedral of Christ the Saviour/Shopping 
(B-D)
After breakfast this morning we’ll visit the 
Cathedral of Christ the Savior – the tallest 
Eastern Orthodox Church in the world and the 
seat of the Orthodox Patriarch of Moscow and 
all the Russians. From here today we’ll take a 
walk down the Arbat – one of the oldest and 
most famous streets in Moscow. During the 18th 
Century Arbat Street was a residential district, 
and began to be settled by some of Russia’s 
most famous families and notable individuals. 
Fires damaged many of the oldest Arbat Street 
houses, so today its architecture is a mixture 
from different styles, including Art Nouveau. 
Dinner tonight will be at our hotel.

Day 7
Golden Ring Tour – Sergiev Posad/Yaroslavl 
(B-D)
The Golden Ring of Russia is a ring of ancient 
kingdoms that lie near Moscow. The towns in the 
region are ancient, and many were important 
centres in medieval Russia and offer experiences 
such as traditional food and nature straight 
from  Russian fairytales. This morning we will 
head to Sergiev Posad with its rich history and 
culture and named after the man who founded 
the largest monastery in Russia which we will 
visit today. From there on to Yaroslavl the 
oldest city on the Golden Ring. Where the mighty 
Volga and smaller Kotorosl Rivers meet the city 
has a beautiful river side promenade, and the 
town centre is dotted with onion domes. We’ll 
take a walk along the embankment and see 
the monument to Yaroslav the Wise, the Volkov 
Theatre as well as the Spassky Monastery. We’ll 
check into our hotel and dinner tonight will be 
at the hotel.
Accommodation – Ring Premier Hotel or similar 
1 Night

Day 8
Golden Ring Tour – Kostroma/Suzdal (B-D)
This morning we’ll depart for Kostroma – an 
historic city which served as a sort of northern 
retreat for the powerful in Muscovy when 
threatened by southern and western invaders. 
Kostroma’s wealth of art and architecture is 
owed to the legacy of such retreats. From the 
Volga River you can see a beautiful view of the 
city with golden-domed churches. We’ll also 
visit the legendary Ipatiev Monastery – with 
its cogged stone walls, towers and golden 
domes. From here we’ll travel on to Suzdal is 
almost a city-museum with its beautiful old 
architecture and is one of the few cities in Russia 
which doesn’t have any industry and railroad. 
We’ll visit the white-stoned Kremlin with its 
centuries-old  fortress and within its ramparts 
the Cathedral of the Nativity. During this city 
tour we’ll have an opportunity to see different 

exhibitions such as collections of old icons, 
unique frescos, objects of decorative arts and 
crafts, fancywork, hand sewing, and paintings. 
This afternoon we’ll check into our hotel and 
dinner tonight will be at the hotel.
Accommodation – Nikolaevsky Posad or similar 
1 Night

Day 9
Golden Ring Tour – Vladimir/Moscow (B-D)
Today we’ll visit Vladimir – our last stop on 
the Golden Ring Tour. Vladimir is a very old 
city situated on the high bank of the Klyazma 
River. We’ll see the magnificent golden-domed 
churches and buildings that make this city 
one of  the most visited in Russia. We’ll see 
the Golden Gate – the symbol of the city and 
once an entrance to the city but nowadays the 
centre of Vladimir. We’ll see this UNESCO listed 
site along with Cathedral of the Assumption a 
mother church of Medieval Russia in the 13th 
and 14th centuries. We return to Moscow this 
afternoon where we will check into our hotel 
and dinner tonight is at the hotel.
Accommodation – Radisson Blu Belorusskaya  
or similar 1 Night

Day 10
Moscow – St Petersburg (B-D)
A leisurely breakfast this morning and some free 
time before transferring to the railway station 
to take our train to St Petersburg. Today we’ll 
take the Sapsan (Russian for Peregrine Falcon) 
train to St Petersburg. Russia’s imperial capital 
St. Petersburg has over 221 museums, 2,000 
libraries, 80+ theatres and 45 galleries. This 
treasure trove of art and culture is often referred 
to as the Venice of the North, you’ll never be far 
from the water in St Petersburg. On arrival we 
will transfer to our hotel and dinner tonight will 
be at the hotel.
Accommodation: Sokos Vasilievsky or similar  
6 Nights

Day 11
Peter & Paul Fortress (B-L)
St. Petersburg is well known for its beautiful 
architecture. The tradition was that the 
buildings were not designed to be just beautiful 
by themselves, but also integrated in the 
surroundings, thus creating whole squares 
where buildings complete each other. Today, 
the  Peter and Paul Fortress is for the most 
part under the auspices of the St. Petersburg 
Museum of History. The oldest church in St. 
Petersburg, and the city’s cathedral for over 150 
years, the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral is both 
one of the most striking landmarks in the city. 
Lunch will be at a local restaurant today. Also 
today is St Isaac’s Cathedral – one of the most 
stunning structures in the world. The interior 
decoration of the cathedral is a symphony 
of gold, marble, lapis lazuli, malachite and 
porphyry. 

Day 12
Peterhof (B-D)
Today we’ll visit the Grand Palace of Peterhof 
– built by Peter the Great in 1703. The Peterhof 
complex consists of a set of palaces and 
gardens that are in the Gulf of Finland (about 
30 kilometres west of St. Petersburg) and until 
1917 were the residence of the czars. Sometimes 
known as the “Russian Versailles” the complex is 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. Even a few hours 
here is enough to feel the spirit of history, which 
still lives on and breathes in this magnificent 
place. Returning to St Petersburg this afternoon 
and dinner tonight is at the hotel.

Day 13
Hermitage Museum (B-D)
Today we’ll visit the Hermitage Museum – 
one of the most famous museums of Russia 
and one of the largest museums in the world. 
The Winter Palace is one of the edifices of 
Hermitage Museum that epitomizes Russia’s 
love affair with art and culture. Hermitage is not 
just the enormous collection of art, but also an 
impressive complex, which was a residence of 
Russian Emperors. Some free time this afternoon 
where you may choose to return to the hotel or 
continue exploring in the city centre. Your Tour 
Manager will be on hand to discuss options with 
you and ensure you make the most of your time 
in this fascinating city. Dinner tonight will be at 
the hotel.

Day 14
Pushkin/St Catherine’s Palace (B-L)
Today we’ll travel to the south of St Petersburg 
to the town of Pushkin which is famed for the 
Tsarskoye Selo complex of parks and palaces. 
Here we’ll visit St Catherine’s Palace and park 
ensemble which is a superb monument of 
world-ranking architecture and garden-and-
park design, and is splendid example of Russian 
Baroque. One of the highlights today is the 
Amber Chamber, a luxurious room of the Tsar, 
composed of a set of panels, baseboards and 
furniture made up of thousands of shards of 
amber and restored in 2003. Lunch today will be 
a traditional Russian degustation menu and 
this afternoon we return to St Petersburg where 
dinner tonight will be at leisure. 

Day 15
At Leisure (B-D)
Today is our last full day in this amazing city and 
yours to enjoy at leisure. Your Tour Manager 
will discuss options with the group today for 
things you may like to do as a group, or you might 
simply like to relax and enjoy a coffee at a café 
with a pyshka (sugar-coated Russian doughnut)! 
Some last minute shopping at a flea market? 
How about taking a cruise down a canal or even 
visiting a local banya (bathing house) for a birch 
tree or eucalyptus leaves massage in a steam 
room. Have your portrait drawn by a local street 
artist or sample the favourite drink of the locals 
– vodka of course. Tonight as we farewell this 
amazing country we will have dinner on board a 
dinner cruise on the Neva River and gaze upon 
the famous bridges of St. Petersburg.

Day 16
Depart St Petersburg (B)
Today we bid farewell to Mother Russia as we 
head to the airport to catch our flight to Moscow 
and then on to Singapore and Brisbane. With 
joyful experiences to recount and new friends 
made we begin the journey home.

Day 17
Arrive Brisbane 
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Fast Facts
15 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
12 Breakfasts, 7 Lunches & 6 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides 

• Tipping for Guides and Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Ancient Rome

•  Fontana Di Trevi,  
Colosseum & Pantheon

• Vatican City

• Vatican Museum & St Peter Basilica

• Tuscany

• Tuscan cooking lesson

• Florence

• Leaning Tower of Pisa

• Wine & olive oil tasting

• Cinque Terre

• Italian Riviera coastline

• San Gimignano

• Funicular ride in Orvieto

• Verona – home of ‘Romeo & Juliet’

• Venice

• Piazza San Marco & Rialto Bridge

• Gondola ride through Venetian canals

• Duomo Cathedral

• Milan

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$190.00.

Taste of
NORTHERN

ITALYITALY

Departing Brisbane 19 April, 2020 
we are off to Italy and will spend 

17 days enjoying the history, food and 
gorgeous scenery on this relaxed 

paced itinerary. From Rome to Milan 
immerse yourself in the Italian Tuscan 

countryside, coastal towns, and the 
picturesque city of canals. We will have 

you falling in love with the beauty  
and tastes that are unique to Italy.  

Staying in comfortable quality 
accommodation with your own 

private room, most meals included  
and tailor-made sightseeing.

Day 1
Brisbane – Rome via Singapore
Today we meet our Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flight to Rome via Singapore.

Day 2
Benevento. Welcome to Italy (L-D)
The capital of one of the world’s most 
powerful ancient empires, Rome is a 
fascinating place that has inspired people 
to visit it for millennia. We will be met at the 
airport and transfer into the city. We’ll stop 
and have lunch and then this afternoon 
we will check in at our hotel. The remainder 
of the afternoon is at leisure and we will 
meet this evening for a welcome dinner at 
a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Il Cantico or similar 
3 Nights

Day 3
Vatican Museum & St Peter Basilica 
(B-L)
Today with our guide we’ll jump aboard a 
bus and visit the Vatican Museums which 
house the papal art collections and are 
located on the territory of Vatican City. 
The museums contain masterpieces such 
as the Sistine Chapel, the Chapel of Beato 
Angelico, the Raphael Rooms and Loggia 
and the Borgia Apartment. We’ll see St 
Peter’s Basilica – the Italian Renaissance 
church in Vatican City. This afternoon is at 
leisure and you can take the time to relax 
with a coffee in a café somewhere or you 
might like to make more use of our 48 hour 
transport pass and explore a little further.

Day 4
Ancient Rome (B-L)
Today we’ll discover some of the most 
beautiful places in Rome – the Eternal 
City. We’ll visit the Spanish Steps, Fontana 
di Trevi, Forum Romanum, Colosseum 
and Pantheon. With our guide we’ll 
travel on local transport to really get 

PRICE TBA
REGISTER  
YOUR INTEREST 
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a feel for this  city. Life in Rome simply 
vibrates and you’ll see tempting shopping 
districts, colourful markets and ancient 
wonders. And everywhere the people of 
Rome simply  enjoying “la dolce vita“. This 
afternoon again choose if you’d like to 
venture out some more or perhaps enjoy 
a gelato in a sunny square somewhere. 
Dinner tonight will be at a local restaurant.

Day 5
Rome – Florence (B-D)
Today we depart Rome and drive north 
to Tuscany. Today we’ll stop in Orvieto, 
the small city perched on a rock cliff in 
Umbria. We’ll tour this pretty city and take 
a ride on the funicular to the top of the 
mountain where we can gaze down at the 
ancient villas  and vineyards dotted below 
the town. Lunch will be at a local restaurant 
and then we will continue on to Florence. 
Known as the cradle of the Renaissance 
the city is known for its museums, artwork 
and architecture. Dinner will be at leisure 
tonight once we have settled into our 
Florence hotel.
Accommodation – Hotel Corona D’Italia  
or similar 4 Nights

Day 6
Florence (B-L)
Today with our guide we’ll visit some of 
the sights of Florence. Through the streets 
of Florence learn about its rich history. 
Florence has always played an important 
role in the Italian history. Walking from 
the hotel we’ll visit the Accademia Gallery 
famous as the home of Michelangelo’s 
sculpture David. Many of the works of 
art in the gallery were commissioned 
by and were part of the collection of the 
powerful Medici family and were donated 
to the Grand Duchy of Tuscany by the last 
of the Medici. Lunch today will be at a local 
restaurant and the rest of the afternoon is 
free to enjoy Florence at leisure.

Day 7
Tuscan Cooking Lesson (B-L)
Today we’ll begin with a visit to Florence’s 
central food market. The Mercato Centrale 
is the city’s largest, most lively and colourful 
grocery markets! Here we will browse, learn 
about the local specialties and the Tuscan 
food heritage, and liaise with the vegetable 
vendors, butchers and bakers as you pick 
out the best, tastiest ingredients to prepare 
our meal. Aprons on, following our chef’s 
skilled instructions we will learn how to 
prepare exquisite traditional dishes and 
finally sit down with a good glass of Chianti 
wine and relish this delicious Tuscan meal. 
The afternoon and evening is at leisure 
today.

Day 8
San Gimignano/Siena (B-L)
San Gimignano is an Italian hill town in 
Tuscany, southwest of Florence. Its old 
town centres on Piazza della Cisterna, 
a triangular square lined with medieval 

houses. Here we will visit Podere la 
Marronaia for some wine and olive oil 
tasting. This farmhouse is situated not 
far from San Gimignano and sits amongst 
the vineyards and olive groves. Today we’ll 
have a guided tasting of at least 4 wines 
and at least 3 extra virgin natural and 
flavoured oils, accompanied by appetizers 
and snacks with Mediterranean flavours 
that enhance the essence. Lunch today will 
be at a local restaurant. This afternoon we 
travel to Siena for a tour of the city. The 
historic centre of Siena has been declared 
by UNESCO a World Heritage Site. The 
Siena Cathedral (Duomo) is a masterpiece 
of Italian Romanesque-Gothic architecture 
and the Piazza del Campo, the shell-shaped 
town square is part of the site for the Palio 
horse race. We’ll return to Florence late this 
afternoon and dinner tonight is at leisure.

Day 9
Florence – Pisa La Spezia (B-D)
Today en-route to La Spezia we’ll visit 
the city  of Pisa – best known for its 
iconic Leaning Tower. Time to view the 
magnificent cathedral from the outside 
and of course the very famous bell tower. 
Elsewhere in compact, walk-able Pisa, 
the embankments of the Arno River are 
lined with elegant aristocratic palaces and 
medieval churches, such as tiny Santa 
Maria Della Spina. Stylish, pedestrianized 
Corso Italia is the main shopping street. 
We then head for the port city of La Spezia 
where we’ll check into our hotel. This 
beautiful port city has seen some form of 
settlement since the prehistoric era and 
was an important trade centre during the 
Roman Empire. Tonight we‘ll have dinner 
at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Hotel Ghironi or similar 
2 Nights

Day 10
Cinque Terre (B-D)
After breakfast this morning we have a 
short train trip to Manarola – the second 
smallest town of the famous Cinque Terre. 
Cinque Terre is a string of centuries-old 
seaside villages on the rugged Italian 
Riviera coastline. In each of the 5 towns, 
colourful houses and vineyards cling 
to steep terraces, harbours are filled 
with fishing boats and trattorias turn 
out seafood specialties along with the 
Liguria region’s famous sauce, pesto. This 
afternoon we’ll catch the ferry back to La 
Spezia and our hotel.

Day 11
La Spezia – Verona – Venice (B-D)
This morning we travel to the east to 
beautiful Venice. En route today we’ll 
stop at the home of one of the world’s 
most famous love stories – Verona. This 
medieval town is famous for being the 
setting of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and 
Juliet”. We’ll visit the Verona Arena which 
is a Roman amphitheatre built in the first 
century and still in use today. We’ll then 
travel on to Venice, the capital of northern 
Italy’s Veneto region, which is built on more 
than 100 small islands in a lagoon in the 
Adriatic Sea. It has no roads, just canals – 
including the Grand Canal thoroughfare – 
lined with Renaissance and Gothic palaces. 
Once in Venice we’ll check into our hotel 
and dinner tonight is at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Hotel Ca Formenta  
or similar 2 Nights

Day 12
Venice (B-D)
Some walking today around the lagoon 
city. From St Mark’s Square we will visit 
the Doge’s Palace – one of the city’s main 
landmarks, and walk through the Mercerie, 
the famous shopping street of Venice, 
on the Rialto Bridge. Back in the 16th-
century heyday of the gondola, there were 
upwards of 10,000 of these elegant boats 
plying the waters of Venice’s canals. Today 
there are but 350, but the job of gondolier 
is still a coveted profession, passed down 
from father to son over the centuries. Time 
this afternoon for a gondola ride in this 
enchanting city.

Day 13
Venice – Milan (B-D)
Today we’ll take the train from Santa Lucia 
to Milan, we’ll tour this global capital of 
fashion and design briefly, including a visit 
to the beautiful Duomo which is literally at 
the centre of Milan. Streets radiate from 
the cathedral or circle it. The cathedral 
occupies a site that has been the most 
central location in the city since its founding 
and was 600 years in the making. Tonight 
is a farewell dinner at a local restaurant as 
we say arrividerci to bellissima Italy.

Day 14 & 15
Milan – Brisbane via Singapore (B)
After breakfast at the hotel this morning 
we’ll transfer to the airport for our flights 
home.
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Fast Facts
17 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
7 August 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other Capital Cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  Meals as per itinerary 14 Breakfasts, 
5 Lunches & 13 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and Transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping for Guides and Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Cape Town & Signal Hill

• Boulders Beach

• Garden Route

•  Meerkat Adventure  
& Safari Ostrich Farm

• Featherbed Nature Reserve

• Zululand

• Ubizane Wildlife Reserve

• Kruger National Park and the Big 5*

• Bourke’s Luck Potholes

FROM 
$8,999*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$200.00. 

All  
Flights 

Included

Explorer

SOUTH 
AFRICAN 

A 17 Day adventure through the wonders 
of South Africa taking in Cape Town, 

Garden Route, Zululand, Kruger 
National Park and more. Have your 
cameras at the ready to capture the 

stunning scenery and many animals.
Day 1 – Day 2
Brisbane – Cape Town via Singapore & 
Johannesburg (D)
Today we will meet our Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flights to Cape Town. 
Alternatively, fly from another capital city 
and meet the group in Singapore.
On arrival Saturday morning at Cape Town 
International Airport we will be met by 
our  tour director who will accompany us 
to  the awaiting vehicle to take us to our 
hotel. Our rooms may not be available 
upon arrival, so we will leave our bags and 
take a walk.
There will be plenty of time to relax before 
we join together for our Welcome Dinner 
at the hotel restaurant.
Accommodation – Sunsquare Cape Town City 
Bowl or similar 3 nights

Day 3
Cape Town (B-D)
Today we explore South Africa’s exciting 
“Mother City” with a guided tour of the 
historical and cultural sights of Cape 
Town. Passing places of interest such as 
the impressive Castle of Good Hope and 
Cape Town City Hall. We will tour the 

cosmopolitan centre of the city passing 
through the colourful Malay quarter, 
known as the Bo-Kaap, and visiting the 
Company Gardens.
This afternoon we take a half day Cape 
Point Tour. The famous Cape of Good 
Hope nature reserve, a World Heritage 
site, is set at the end of Cape Town’s south 
peninsula. Visiting Boulders Beach, the 
home of an endangered land-based colony 
of African penguins. Returning to the hotel, 
we’ll meet this evening for dinner in the 
hotel.

Day 4
Cape Town (B-D)
Today is a full day at leisure. Your Tour 
Manager is on hand and will discuss 
options with you today. After breakfast 
take  some  time to relax or shop for 
souvenirs along the waterfront. Hop on/
Hop off bus passes & a full day Winelands 
tour are optional tours that are available 
to pre-book (additional cost). Tonight we 
will enjoy vibrant, eclectic Pan-African 
experience at GOLD Restaurant. It offers 
a night of opulent feasting with a unique 

Optional Victoria Falls 
Extension Available 
• Flights

• 4 Nights' Accomodation

• Touring

• Meals 4 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 2 Dinners
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bouquet of live entertainment in a mystical 
African setting of trees and tents in an 
inner city courtyard steeped in ancient 
history and GOLD.

Day 5
Cape Town – Oudtshoorn (B-D)
After an early breakfast, we depart Cape 
Town and begin our 430km journey along 
Garden Route to Oudtshoorn. Sit back, 
relax and enjoy the stunning scenery 
through one of South Africa’s most popular 
holiday destinations. We will have a stop 
for  lunch (cost not included) and time to 
stretch our legs. Upon arrival at the hotel, 
we will have time to freshen up before we 
go out and enjoy dinner a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Queens Hotel or similar 
1 nights

Day 6
Oudtshoorn - Knysna (B-D)
This morning spend the early morning 
viewing Meerkats with an Adventure 
Tour! The tour starts as the African sun 
rises when the Meerkats come out of their 
burrows, soak up the first rays and then 
start their days of foraging and fun. Before 
we depart Oudtshoorn, we will visit the 
Safari Ostrich Farm - home to the quirky 
ostrich, including the Kenyan Red and 
Zimbabwe Blue species. Then we are off to 
the quaint town of Knysna and dinner at 
the Kynsna Waterfront. 
Hotel – Graywood Hotel or similar 2 nights

Day 7
Knysna (B-L)
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast and some down 
time this morning. Mid- afternoon we take 
a ferry trip to the famous Featherbed 
Nature Reserve. There is abundance of 
plant, bird and small wildlife, including the 
rare Blue duiker, and a variety of marine 
life from dolphins to seals and in season, 
whales. Once ashore, the 2.2 km trail winds 
its way through Milkwood Forests up to 
steep sandstone cliffs overlooking the 
wild Atlantic Ocean. On completion of the 
trail we will head to the restaurant, set on 
the edge of the lagoon, for a buffet lunch. 
Returning to the hotel late this afternoon 
we have the evening at leisure. 

Day 8
Knysna - Durban (B-L-D)
After breakfast today we travel to George 
for our flight to Durban. Upon arrival at 
King Shaka International Airport we will 
be met and given a packed lunch to enjoy 
whilst we are transferred to our hotel. The 
remainder of the afternoon is at leisure. 
Tonight we will come together and enjoy 
dinner at a local restaurant. 
Hotel – Garden Court Marine Parade or 
similar 1 Night

Day 9
Durban – Hluhluwe (B-L-D)
This morning we will meet for breakfast 

before we are taken to a traditional village 
to enjoy a cultural show at Dumazulu.
Dumazulu Lodge is located alongside a 
traditional village in the Hluhluwe area of 
Zululand. We can expect to get the blood 
racing with a traditional dancing show 
accompanied by tribal drumbeats. Enjoy 
a taste of traditional Zulu beer and learn 
about a variety of indigenous skills. We 
then make our way to our lodge for this 
evenings stay and enjoy dinner
Accommodation – Ubizane Wildlife Safari 
Lodge or similar 2 nights

Day 10
Hluhluwe (B-D)
After breakfast we venture out on a 3 
hour game drive in an open 4 x 4 game 
vehicle. The Hluhluwe region is famous 
for its abundance of wildlife, in particular 
the white rhino. The 96,000ha reserve 
is home to the Big 5 and a multitude of 
other species  including a vast array of 
bird species. The diverse eco-systems 
surrounding the reserve contribute to 
this abundance of wildlife; eco-systems 
include the St. Lucia Wetlands, Kosi Bay 
and  bushveld. Tonight meet and enjoy 
dinner at the lodge this evening.

Day 11
Hluhluwe – Swaziland (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we journey 
into Swaziland. Upon arrival and after 
check in at our hotel we will enjoy an 
afternoon of leisure. Tonight we will enjoy 
dinner together.
Accommodation – Lugogo Sun or similar 
1 night

Day 12
Swaziland – Hazyview (B-D)
Today after breakfast we travel into the 
Kruger region to our accommodation in 
Hazyview. Minutes away from the famous 
Kruger National Park, the country estate 
is perfectly positioned and overlooks the 
Sabie River. Upon arrival there will be 
time to freshen up before we join together 
for dinner.
Accommodation – Hippo Hollow Country 
Estate or similar 3 nights

Day 13
Kruger National Park B-L-D
Enjoy breakfast this morning before we 
enjoy a full day out in the Kruger region, 
including lunch. We drive through Kruger 
National Park, world-renowned for the 
impressive number of species it hosts 
as well as the diversity of landscapes 
within its nearly 2 million hectares and 
its heritage offerings from San rock art to 
archaeological sites. The ideal season to 
observe the game is during South Africa’s 
winter months (May to September), as the 
climate is moderate and the landscape 
dry and bleak. The Kruger National Park is 
widely renowned for its Wildlife. Besides 
the “Big 5” (elephant, rhinoceros, lion, 
leopard and buffalo) visitors may also 

encounter giraffes, zebras, and a variety 
of antelope, warthogs and multiple bird 
species. Dinner tonight is at the Estate.

Day 14
Kruger National Park (B-L-D)
Today we will enjoy another Full Day Safari 
adventure in Kruger National Park. In the 
evening we will meet for dinner at the 
Estate.

Day 15
Hazyview – Johannesburg (B–D)
Today we depart Hazyview after breakfast 
and drive the scenic Panorama Route 
making a stop at Bourkes Luck Potholes.
Bourke’s Luck Potholes were named 
after the gold digger, Tom Burke, who 
predicted that gold would be found in the 
area but never realised the rewards of his 
prediction. The massive potholes were 
formed by waterborne sand and rock 
grinding together propelled by the force of 
the Treur river water as it enters the Blyde 
River. Arriving into Johannesburg, we are 
taken to our hotel where we’ll freshen up 
before meeting for our Farewell Dinner.
Accommodation – Garden Court Sandton City 
or similar 1 night

Day 16 – Day 17 
Johannesburg – Brisbane  
via Singapore (B)
After we have had breakfast and checked 
out we will be transferred to the airport for 
our flights home.
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Fast Facts
25 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
6 October 2020

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other Capital Cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
22 Breakfasts, 6 Lunches & 17 Dinners

•  Sightseeing tours and Transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides

• Tipping for Guides and Drivers

Itinerary Highlights
• Santiago

• Palacio de la Moneda

• The Andes Mountains

• Perito Moreno Glacier

• Plaza de Mayo

• La Recoleta

• Iguazu Falls

• Brazilian Side Falls

• Rio de Janeiro

• Lima

• Cathedral of Lima

• Church of Convent of Santa Domingo

• Machu Picchu

$TBA*^ PER PERSON

*  Accommodation is 3.5-4.5 Star. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$235.00.

Hola SOUTH 
AMERICA 

From Amazonian rainforests,  
to Incan ruins, Andean Peaks and 

Patagonian glaciers, South America 
is the continent that has it all. Join us 

on this 25 day epic journey when we 
visit Chile, Argentina, Lima and Peru 
and take some of the best sights these 

beautiful countries have to offer. 
As we contemplate the astounding power 

of Iguazú Falls, and gaze at temples 
built by Inca armies we’ll also take the 

time to listen to a Brazilian samba, 
and marvel at the rhythm an Argentine 

tango. This is a trip of a lifetime and 
you won’t want to miss it.

Day 1
Brisbane – Santiago (D)
Today we will meet our Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flights to Santiago de Chile. 
Upon arrival at Santiago Airport we will 
be met by a local representative who will 
assist  us in collecting our luggage and 
we will then be transferred to our hotel. 
Chile’s capital Santiago is a cosmopolitan 
city that sits in a valley surrounded by the 
snow-capped Andes and the Chilean Coast 
Range. After our arrival into our hotel we 

will check into our hotel. This evening we 
will have dinner at the hotel.
Accommodation – Hotel Fundador or similar  
2 Nights

Day 2
Santiago (B-L)
This morning after breakfast, we will 
depart  on our tour to visit the city of 
Santiago. We will begin by visiting the 
colonial districts of the city where history 
can be discovered in some of the principal 

REGISTER  
YOUR INTEREST 
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streets. We will continue to the Centro 
Civico and the Plaza de la Constitucion 
where you will get to discover the Palacio 
de la Moneda (The Currency Palace), 
headquarters of the government. Visiting 
then the Plaza de Armas (Main Square) of 
the first city of Santiago del Nuevo Extremo. 
Here we will discover the Cathedral, the 
Central Mail Office, and the Municipality 
of Santiago. We’ll then continue on to the 
Cerro Santa Lucia, one of the hills that 
dominate the city which as well as being 
a beautiful historical locale, also provides 
beautiful views of the city. Lunch will be at 
a local restaurant and then we will return 
to our hotel where the rest of the afternoon 
and dinner is at leisure.

Day 3
Santiago – Puerto Montt – Puerto Varas 
(B-D)
Breakfast at the hotel and we will then 
be transferred to the airport to take our 
flight to Puerto Montt. On arrival in Puerto 
Montt, we will be met by our guide and 
tour this pretty port city. Called “Melipulli” 
(four mountains) from the Mapuche, Puerto 
Montt is the starting point for visits to the 
Lake Region. Our tour starts in the Pelluco, 
which is popular for its beaches and also its 
restaurants specializing in “Curanto” dishes 
typical of the region. We’ll then continue to 
Angelmó, then on to Puerto Varas - about 
half an hour away. Known as “La ciudad de 
las rosas” or “the city of roses” Puerto Varas 
sits on the banks of Lake Llanquihue and 
offers commanding views of snow-capped 
Osorno Volcano and Calbuco Volcano. 
Checking into our hotel we’ll have time 
to freshen up before meeting for dinner 
tonight.
Accommodation – Solace Hotel or similar 
1 Night

Day 4
Puerto Varas – Cruce de Lagos – 
Bariloche (B-L)
This morning we will enjoy our breakfast 
before departing today for Argentina. 
This unique crossing has us travelling 
by ferry through the Andes Mountains 
across three beautiful lakes (Todos los 
Santos, Felix Frías and Nahuel Huapi) 

connected by four overland legs by coach. 
The scenery in this part of the world is 
dazzling with Osorno, Pontiagudo and 
El Tronador volcanoes dominating the 
expansive landscapes. Lunch at a local 
restaurant en-route today and tonight 
we will arrive into  our hotel in Bariloche. 
As well as producing Argentina’s best 
chocolate, Bariloche is known for its Swiss-
Alpine style architecture and for being the 
principal destination of Argentina’s Lakes 
District. This evening is at leisure at our 
hotel.
Accommodation – Kenton Palace Hotel  
or similar 2 Nights

Day 5
Bariloche (B-D)
Breakfast at the hotel will be followed by 
a morning tour of Bariloche. Beginning 
on Bustillo Avenue, on the outskirts of 
Bariloche and continuing to the quiet 
resort of Llao Llao our excursion passes 
by Colonia Suiza, named for its early 
European colonists and renowned for its 
confectionery and excellent pastries. We’ll 
return to the hotel and the afternoon is 
at leisure. The group will meet for dinner 
tonight.

Day 6
Bariloche – El Calafate (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel we will be 
transferred to the airport in Bariloche to 
take our flight to El Calafate. El Calafate 
is a town near the edge of the Southern 
Patagonian Ice Field and is mainly known 
as  the gateway to Los Glaciares National 
Park.
Upon arrival, we will be met by our guide 
and transferred to our hotel. Tonight we 
will enjoy our dinner together at the hotel.
Accommodation – Hotel Mirador Del Lago  
or similar 2 Nights

Day 7
El Calafate – Perito Moreno – El 
Calafate (B-D)
Breakfast this morning before we depart 
for Perito Moreno. Perito Moreno Glacier 
is simply stunning and has become one 
of the principal tourist attractions in 

Argentina and Patagonia. The Perito 
Moreno Glacier, is currently 19 miles long 
and rises an average height of 240 feet 
above the water. Altogether, the glacier 
covers about 121 square miles. It is part 
of an ice field located in both Argentina 
and Chile that is the third largest reserve 
of fresh water in the world. Part of an area 
known as Argentina’s Austral Andes, it 
became a UNESCO World Heritage site in 
1981. (The boardwalks bring us very close 
to the glacier but for anyone wanting to 
get much closer it is possible to do a boat 
trip on the lake at additional expense). We 
will have lunch in a local restaurant before 
returning to El Calafate later this afternoon.

Day 8
El Calafate – Buenos Aires (B-D)
After our leisurely breakfast at the hotel 
this morning we will be transferred to the 
airport to take our flight to Buenos Aires. 
Buenos Aires is the largest city in, and 
capital of Argentina. With a dual heritage 
– part European, part South American 
the city is both glamorous and down to 
earth. Buenos Aires is the national centre 
of commerce, industry, politics, culture, 
and technology. On arrival we will be met 
by our guide and transfer to our hotel. 
The remainder of the afternoon will be at 
leisure before the group meets for dinner 
tonight.
Accommodation – Broadway Hotel & Suites 
or similar 3 Nights
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Day 9
Buenos Aires (B-L)
This morning, we will be picked up for 
our city tour of Buenos Aires. Today 
discover: the Plaza de Mayo, around it 
is the historic Cabildo (Town Hall), the 
Casa Rosada (Presidential Palace), and 
other old buildings. Then you will discover 
the 9 de Julio Avenue, the widest in the 
world. You will also discover the main 
Avenues of Buenos Aires: Corrientes 
Avenue, known as  the entertainment 
centre; de Mayo Avenue, with a strong 
Spanish influence; the Florida Street, where 
you may enjoy a tango demonstration 
in the street. We’ll also visit of the most 
residential neighbourhood of Buenos Aires: 
La Recoleta. Here one gets to know why 
Buenos Aires is considered as the “Paris of 
Latin America”. We will visit the Cemetery 
where Evita Perón is buried and where 
many of the monuments of this cemetery 
have been declared National Monuments. 
We’ll also visit the old port of La Boca with 
its famous colourful painted houses on 
Caminito Street and tango performers. 
Lunch will be enjoyed at a local restaurant 
and we’ll return to the hotel later, where 
this evening will be at leisure.

Day 10
Buenos Aires (B-D)
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at the hotel 
followed by the day at leisure. Your Tour 
Manager will be on hand today with 
suggestions of what everyone might like 
to do. Tonight – a Buenos Aires tradition 
we cannot miss. We will attend a dinner 
with Tango Show at a local cabaret. With 
lightning quick feet, and furious with 
passion Buenos Aires tango dancers will 
steal your breath away.

Day 11
Buenos Aires – Iguazu (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel this morning, 
and some time to pack, we will transfer to 
the airport for our flights to Iguazú.
Upon arrival, we will be met by our guide 
and transfer to the hotel for check in 
before we visit the Iguazú Falls (on the 

Argentinean side). A chain of hundreds 
of waterfalls nearly 3km long make up 
the longest waterfall system in the world. 
Different circuits guarantee close-up 
contact with the water and rock formations. 
The main fall, Devil ś Throat, is impressive 
at approximately 80 meters in height and 
with constantly rushing water, Devil’s 
Throat is the highlight of a visit to the falls 
and marks the border between Brazil and 
Argentina. Dinner tonight is at the hotel.
Accommodation – San Martin Resort  
or similar 2 Nights

Day 12
Iguazu (B-L)
This morning after breakfast at the hotel 
we will be collected for our tour to the 
Brazilian Falls by bus. We’ll take a walking 
tour over the boardwalks to admire the 
view of the falls. While the falls are farther 
away, you can get a better overview of 
them from the Brazilian side. From virtually 
every angle, you’ll get to see the entire 
panorama of cascades. Lunch which will 
be in a restaurant situated in the park and 
we’ll return to the hotel this afternoon 
where the evening will be at leisure.

Day 13
Iguazu – Rio de Janeiro (B-D)
This morning after breakfast we will be 
transferred to the airport for our flight 
to Rio de Janeiro – the huge seaside 
city in Brazil. Rio has been one of Brazil’s 
most popular and frequented tourist 
destinations for decades and its vibrant 
city centre is bursting with culture and 
pulsating with a deep sense of history 
and heritage. On arrival we are met and 
transferred to our hotel for check in and 
time to freshen up before we are taken by 
foot to a local restaurant for dinner.
Accommodation – Merlin Copacabana  
or similar 3 Nights

Day 14
Rio de Janeiro (B-D)
This morning we will have breakfast at 
the hotel before visiting Corcovado. The 
mountain towers over the city of Brazil and 

is noted not only for its natural beauty and 
prime positioning, but also because it is the 
foothold of the globally recognised statue 
called Christ the Redeemer. This statue 
is 30 metres high and depicts Jesus Christ 
standing over the city of Rio de Janeiro 
with his arms outstretched. The afternoon 
at leisure to enjoy your surroundings 
and tonight we will walk to a nearby local 
restaurant for dinner.

Day 15
Rio de Janeiro (B-D)
After our breakfast at the hotel this 
morning we will visit Sugar Loaf. The peak 
sits at the mouth of Guanabara Bay on a 
peninsula that juts out into the Atlantic 
Ocean. Rising 396m above the harbour, its 
name is said to refer to its resemblance 
to the traditional shape of concentrated 
refined loaf sugar. Today we’ll take a cable 
car to the top of Sugar Loaf with its amazing 
views. The afternoon is at leisure before 
we  walk to a nearby local restaurant for 
dinner tonight.

Day 16
Rio de Janeiro – Lima (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel, we will be 
transferred to the airport to take our 
flight to Lima. The capital of Peru lies on 
the country’s arid east coast. Lima is a 
sprawling modern city shrouded in history. 
On arrival we’ll be met by our local guide 
and transferred to our hotel. Tonight we’ll 
walk to a nearby local restaurant for dinner.
Accommodation – La Hacienda Hotel and 
Casino or similar 2 Nights

Day 17
Lima (B-L)
Before our morning tour we will enjoy 
breakfast at the hotel. We will be collected 
from the hotel for our  tour of the historic 
centre of Lima: the Main Square, with 
the Presidential Palace and the City 
Hall. Today we’ll also visit the Cathedral 
of Lima, built in 1625 and rebuilt in 1940 
after an earthquake hit the city. Then 
we will visit the Church and Convent of 
Santo Domingo and the modern district 
of Miraflores, the banking and business 
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centre of the city. Lunch today will be at a 
local restaurant and  the afternoon and 
evening is at leisure.

Day 18
Lima – Cusco (B-D)
After an early breakfast at the hotel we will 
be transferred to the airport for our flight 
to Cusco, where we’ll be met by our local 
guide and transferred to our hotel. Cusco 
was once capital of the Inca Empire, and is 
now known for its archaeological remains 
and Spanish colonial architecture. This 
afternoon we will do a tour of the city. Be 
inspired as you walk through the ancestral 
streets and plazas of Cusco. You can walk 
through each era of history in this regal 
city; it is the oldest continuously inhabited 
city in the Americas. Dinner tonight will be 
at the hotel.
Accommodation – Sonesta Hotel or similar  
1 Night

Day 19
Cusco – Pisac Market – Ollantaytambo 
– Sacred Valley (B-D)
After an early breakfast, we will depart 
to visit the Indian market of Pisac. 
Situated at the heart of the Sacred Valley 
of the Incas in Peru is the village of Pisac 
– strategically located as it is a place of 
passage for most travellers from Cusco 
to Machu Picchu. The village is famous for 
its craft market, which offers visitors the 
opportunity to buy handmade products 
or simply watch local craftsmen. Close to 
the square, we find a traditional baker’s 
oven or “horno”. We’ll then continue on to 
Ollantaytambo – a massive Inca fortress 
with large stone terraces on the hillside 
and one of the last sites built by the Incas 
before the Conquerors arrival. The village’s 
old town is an Inca-era grid of cobblestoned 
streets and adobe buildings. This afternoon 
we’ll check into our hotel and tonight enjoy 
dinner at the hotel.
Accommodation – La Casona de Yucay  
or similar 1 Night

Day 20
Ollantaytambo – Machu Picchu – Cusco 
(B-L)

After breakfast at the hotel we will 
transfer  to Ollantaytambo train station to 
take the train to Aguas Calientes (Machu 
Picchu).
We’ll travel by mini bus from Aguas 
Calientes by a vertiginous climb that 
will lead to the site. Upon arrival we 
will be guided to the site Machu Picchu, 
“The  lost city of the Incas”. The citadel 
is, without doubt, one of the most 
important architectonic and archaeological 
monuments of the planet. Located at 2400 
meters above sea level, Machu Picchu is 
made of stone constructions spreading 
itself on a low and narrow hill, delimited 
by a cliff of 400 meters, a canyon giving 
on the Urubamba River. Lunch will be at a 
local restaurant before we catch the return 
train to Cusco.
Accommodation – Sonesta Hotel or similar  
2 Nights

Day 21
Cusco (B-D)
Today is at leisure in Cusco. Your tour 
manager will discuss options you might 
like to take up today or you might simply 
like to relax and explore the city a little 
more. Tonight we will have dinner and 
take in a cultural show at one of the local 
restaurants.

Day 22
Cusco – Santiago (B-D)
After breakfast at the hotel we will 
transfer  to the airport to catch our flight 
to Santiago, where we will then transfer to 
our hotel.
Tonight is the last night before we return 
home, we enjoy a farewell dinner at Como 
Agua para Chocolate restaurant.
Accommodation – Hotel Fundador or similar  
1 Night

Day 23
Santiago – At Leisure/ Transfer to 
Airport (B-D)
Today is at leisure in Santiago for that 
last minute shopping or exploring. Late 
checkout at our hotel today and then some 
dinner before we transfer to Santiago 
Airport for our flight home.

Days 24 & 25
Santiago – Brisbane
Our flight departs and we leave South 
America with memories that will last a 
lifetime.
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Fast Facts
18 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
February 2021

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other Capital Cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 

•  MEALS as per itinerary  
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 7 Dinners

•  Sightseeing Tours and Transfers  
as per itinerary

•  Tour Manager – travels with group 
from/to Brisbane

• Local English speaking guides 

• Tipping for Guides & Drivers

• Visa

Itinerary Highlights
• Havana

• Birán

• Santiago

• Morro Castle

• Baracoa

• Coco Farm

• Camaguey

• Sancti Spiritus

• Cienfuegos

• Bay of Pigs

*  Accommodation 3-4 Star Rating. Tours 
subject to availability. Further booking 
conditions apply see back of the brochure. 
Package Cancellation fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of 
$408.00.

Cuba is a country that captures 
the imagination. The faded glamour of 

the colonial-era buildings and its cars, 
bars and wonderful people make it a 

captivating and seductive destination. 
Travel with us as we discover 

the history, culture and natural beauty 
of this colourful Caribbean island with 

its world-renowned charm.  
A once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Day 1
Depart Brisbane – Arrive Houston (L)
We’ll meet early this morning at Brisbane 
Airport for our flight to Houston. On arrival 
in Houston we’ll be met and transferred 
to  the Galleria district – home to the largest 
shopping mall in Texas. We’ll stop and have 
lunch on the way and then check into our 
hotel. The rest of the afternoon and evening 
is at leisure.
Accommodation – Hotel Indigo at 
the Galleria or similar 1 Night

Day 2
Depart Houston – Arrive Havana (B-D)
This morning we’ll have breakfast at our 
hotel and then transfer to George Bush 
International for our flight to Havana. 
Welcome to Havana!!! This country is 
timeworn but magnificent. In Cuba we  will 
expect the unexpected! Upon arrival into 
Jose Marti Airport we will be met by our 
local representative who will assist us 
in changing some currency into Cuban 
Currency  convertible (CUC) then we will 

transfer to our hotel and have some dinner 
after check in.
Accommodation – Hotel Cohiba or similar  
2 Nights

Day 3
Explore Havana (B-L)
After breakfast this morning we’ll explore 
Old  Havana. The faded glamour of the 
colonial-era buildings and its cars, bars 
and wonderful people make it a captivating 
destination. The city tour will include the 
four most important squares, namely Arms 
Square, San Francisco de Asís Square, The 
Old Square and The Cathedral Square. 
Lunch today will be at a local restaurant and 
then this afternoon we’ll look at modern 
Havana – stopping in Revolution Square (one 
of the city’s most defining public spaces) and 
the Forest of Havana – located along the 
course of the Almendares River.

Day 4
Havana – Holguin (B-L)
Early this morning we will transfer to Jose 
Marti airport for our flight to Holguin. Upon 
arrival we will have breakfast at a local hotel. 
We’ll then visit Gibara – the so called white 
city by the ocean and take a short walking 
tour to have a look around. Lunch will be at 

Incredible
CUBA

REGISTER  
YOUR INTEREST 

$TBA*^ PER PERSON
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a local hotel before we return to Holguin via 
the undulating roads and pretty villages, and 
check into our hotel.
Accommodation – Caballeriza Hotel  
or similar 1 Night

Day 5
Holguin – Santiago (B-L)
This morning after breakfast we’ll depart 
for  Santiago de Cuba. En route we’ll visit 
Birán – the village that was Fidel Castro’s 
birthplace. We’ll stop for lunch today at a 
local restaurant. On our way into Santiago 
we’ll visit Antonio Maceo Revolution Square 
with its enormous statue by sculptor Alberto 
Lescay. We’ll also stop at Santa Iphigenia 
Cemetery, the final resting place of Jose Marti 
the national  hero, and Fidel Castro. This 
afternoon we’ll check into our hotel and the 
evening is at leisure.
Accommodation – Melia Santiago or similar 
2 Nights

Day 6
Santiago (B-L)
Today we’ll visit the city of Santiago ś centre 
Céspedes Park and the Diego Velazquez 
Museum. We’ll drive out to the bay to 
Morro Castle (a UNESCO World Heritage 
site) which sits on a promontory at the 
entrance to Santiago harbour and was part 
of the defensive system built when Cuba was 
occupied by Spain. Lunch will be El Morro 
restaurant and we’ll then return to our hotel 
for an evening at leisure.

Day 7
Santiago – Baracoa (B-L)
This morning will be an early departure 
for Baracoa, the first colonial settlement 
founded in Cuba. This unique town with 
its remote location in the eastern end of 
Cuba has an insouciant feel and small town 
atmosphere. We’ll travel via La Farola – one 
of the most scenic drives in Cuba, and stop at 
La Gobernadora lookout to enjoy the view 
of the beautiful Guantánamo Valley, and 
the south coast of Guantánamo Bay. Upon 
arrival in Baracoa, we’ll take a walking tour of 
the centre of the town including Notre Dame 
of Baracoa Parish Church. Lunch today will 
be at a local restaurant.
Accommodation – Porto Santo Hotel  
or similar 1 Night

Day 8
Baracoa – Santiago (B-L)
This morning we’ll take a cocoa tour at 
Duaba Farm. Experience the rural lifestyle 
and an opportunity to learn in depth about 
Baracoa’s cocoa in a light-hearted way. We 
can also sample a charote – a particularly 
delicious chocolate drink. Today our lunch 
at a local restaurant will be serving a typical 
Baracoan cuisine and featuring chocolate of 
course. This afternoon we’ll make our way 
back to Santiago to check into our hotel there 
and the evening is at leisure.
Accommodation – Melia Santiago or similar 
1 Night

Day 9
Santiago – Bayamo – Camaguey (B-L)
After breakfast today we depart for the city 

Camaguey. Cuba’s third largest city contains 
no less than 15 churches in its UNESCO 
historic centre. The city has a great love of 
art and culture and is home to famous poets, 
artists, and musicians. We’ll visit Cuba ś 
Patroness Saint Sanctuary dedicated to the 
Virgin of Charity of Copper, and learn why it 
has been visited by three Popes and honoured 
with Ernest Hemingway ś Nobel Prize.
Accommodation – Santa Maria Hotel  
or similar 1 Night

Day 10
Camaguey – Sancti Spiritus – Trinidad 
(B-L)
This morning we’ll take a walking tour of the 
old Plazas of Camaguey, declared World 
Heritage by UNESCO, and known as the 
city of churches and bicycles. Lunch today 
will be at a local restaurant. This afternoon 
we’ll drive to Sancti Spiritus – one of Cuba’s 
oldest  settlements – and as such has plenty 
to charm visitors, as well as some curious 
facts, legends and myths that you may find 
interestingly bemusing. We’ll continue to 
Trinidad crossing the Valley of the Sugar 
Mills – a series of three interconnected 
valleys. Once in Trinidad we’ll check into our 
hotel and this evening is at leisure.
Accommodation – Las Cuevas Hotel or similar 
2 Nights

Day 11
Trinidad (B-L)
Today we’ll take a walking tour of the City 
of Trinidad, one of the first seven villages 
founded by the Spaniards. Trinidad is Cuba’s 
best-preserved colonial town, with the old 
part of Trinidad being a UNESCO heritage site 
since 1988. Lunch will be at a local restaurant. 
This afternoon we’ll visit Ancon Beach for 
a quick swim. We return to our hotel this 
afternoon and the evening is at leisure. A 
visit to Casa de la Trova might be in order 
to sip  on a Cuban beer and listen to some 
traditional music…

Day 12
Trinidad – Cienfuegos (B-D)
Today’s travel will be a scenic drive along the 
beautiful coastline to the French-founded 
city of Cienfuegos. The “Pearl of the South” 
has a more French feel to it with its wider 
streets and classical architecture. We will tour 
the wide Parisian-style boulevard with its 
elegant colonnades, and make a short stop 
at Valle ś Palace, an historic villa designed by 
Italian architect, Alfredo Colli. Checking into 

our hotel and dinner tonight will be at a local 
restaurant.
Accommodation – Jagua Hotel or similar 
2 Nights

Day 13
Playa Giron (B-D)
Today we will head for Girón which is the 
main town along the Bay of Pigs and located 
on the eastern end of the bay. In Cuba, the 
US invasion is known by the name of this 
town and not by the name “Bay of Pigs”. Playa 
Giron was one of the main places where the 
invading troops disembarked, for the Bay 
of Pigs battle that lasted for around three 
days. Giron still proudly honours the victory 
against the US army’s Brigade 2506 and we 
will visit the Museo de la Intervencion. We’ll 
also have a chance to have a swim in Caleta 
Buena, a rocky cove by the Caribbean.

Day 14
Cienfuegos – Havana (B-D)
Today we’ll make the drive back to Havana 
(around 3 hours) and once in Havana the rest 
of the afternoon is at leisure.
Dinner tonight is at Havana’s famous 
Tropicana Club. The cabaret dates back to 
1939 and served as the centre of Cuba’s jet-
set nightlife during the 1940s and 1950s. The 
cabaret is located in lush tropical gardens 
and is a Cuban institution.
Accommodation – Hotel Cohiba or similar 
2 Nights

Day 15
Havana – Vinales – Havana (B-D)
After an early breakfast, we travel to Vinales, 
which is famous for its tobacco growing. We’ll 
visit a farm to see a drying house for tobacco 
leaves and the cigar making process. Then 
continue on to Los Jazmines to enjoy the 
view of the breath taking valley of Vinales – 
a UNESCO declared cultural landscape. Our 
farewell dinner tonight be at one of Havana’s 
well known restaurants.

Day 16– Day 17
Depart Havana (B)
Today we say goodbye to Cuba as our tour 
here ends here but the memories remain. The 
morning is at leisure and this afternoon we 
transfer to the airport for our flight home.

Day 18
Arrive Brisbane
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Join us on the journey of a lifetime as we head to the top of the world during 
a High Arctic summer. In the lands of the midnight sun we will explore snowmelts, 

glaciers and icebergs, look for walrus and polar bears on ice floes, and in true 
Viking fashion we’ll do it by sea! Unlike the Norsemen of yesteryear we‘ll travel in 
luxury on board our Aurora Expedition ship and enjoy the perfect blend of history, 

wildlife and scenery as well as fine dining and every modern comfort.

Fast Facts
17 DAYS Fully Escorted
DEPARTS BRISBANE  
9 June 2020 

Inclusions
•  Economy Class FLIGHTS  

from Brisbane  including Taxes*  
(other capital cities &  
Business Class upgrades available)

•  Private SINGLE category 
Aurora Stateroom  
(Upgrade to Balcony Stateroom available)

• Private SINGLE rooms 
•  New Ship – GREG MORTIMER  

(launching October 2019)
•  MEALS as per the itinerary  

14 Breakfasts, 10 Lunches & 13 Dinners
•  Beer & Wine included with dinner  

on board ship
•  Sightseeing Tours and Transfers  

as per itinerary
•  Tour Manager – travels with group from/

to Brisbane
•  Local English Speaking Guides – 

Iceland and Denmark
•  All shore excursions and Zodiac cruises 

mentioned in the itinerary
•  Educational lectures and guiding services 

from expedition team on board ship
•  Access to  onboard doctor and basic 

medical services on Greg Mortimer
•  A 3-in-1 waterproof polar expedition 

jacket
•  Complimentary loan of muck boots 

during the voyage
•  A printed photo book produced with 

photos from your voyage
•  Port Surcharges – Landing Fees & Permits
•  Tipping – Guides & Drivers PLUS Onboard 

Gratuities Greg Mortimer

Itinerary Highlights
• Reykjavik
• Gullfoss Waterfall
• Iceland’s Westfjords
• Zodiac Trips
• Jan Mayan Island
• Sail within 600KM of North Pole
• Wildlife – Polar Bears, Walruses etc
• Svalbard
• Longyearbyen
• Copenhagen

FROM 
$14,960*^
PER PERSON

*  Accommodation 4-5 Star/Cruise 5 Star rating. 
From price based on Aurora stateroom. Cabin 
upgrades available on request. Tours subject to 
availability. Further booking conditions apply 
see back of the brochure. Package Cancellation 
fees apply. 

^  Airfare Taxes Included to the value of $382.00.

All  
Flights 

Included

Adventure
ARCTIC
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Day 1
Depart Brisbane 
Today meet your Tour Manager and 
fellow travellers at Brisbane International 
Airport for our flight to Reykjavik via 
Singapore and Copenhagen.

Day 2
Arrive Reykjavik (L-D)
Welcome to Iceland. This Nordic island 
nation is defined by its dramatic 
landscape with volcanoes, geysers, hot 
springs and lava fields. Widely known 
as “The Land of Fire and Ice”, Iceland is 
home to some of the largest glaciers in 
Europe, and some of the world’s most 
active volcanoes. Reykjavik sits on the 
coast and is the country’s largest city 
and is the world’s northernmost capital. 
On arrival today we’ll be met by our local 
guide and spend a little time sightseeing 
before we check into our hotel this 
afternoon. Welcome dinner will be at a 
local restaurant tonight.
Accommodation – Fosshotel or similar 
 2 Nights

Day 3
Iceland Golden Circle Tour (B-D)
Today after breakfast we’ll take the 
Iceland Golden Circle Tour. We’ll visit 
Þingvellir National Park, where the 
North American and Eurasian tectonic 
plates are pulling apart at a rate of a 
few centimetres per year. Þingvellir was 
named a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
for  its cultural value in 2004, and is the 
site of a stunning rift valley and the Rock 
of Law. We’ll travel to the geothermal hot 
spring area of Geysir where we can view 
boiling mud pits, exploding geysers and 
the active hot spring of Strokkur. Today 
we’ll also continue to one of Iceland’s 
most iconic and beloved features 
at the Gullfoss Waterfall (“Golden 
Falls“). Returning to our hotel late this 

afternoon dinner tonight will be at a local 
restaurant.

Day 4
Board Greg Mortimer (B-D)
A leisurely breakfast this morning and 
some time at leisure. This afternoon 
we’ll make our way to Reykjavik pier to 
embark the Greg Mortimer.
This 104-metre ship is Aurora 
Expeditions very first, purpose-built 
expedition vessel. Built to world-class 
polar standards and designed in close 
consultation with Aurora’s expedition 
specialists and utilises some of the 
latest advancements in naval design and 
technology to revolutionise the small 
ship expedition cruising experience. Also 
on board is a state-of-the-art lecture 
theatre, two Jacuzzis/plunge pools, a 
multi-media room and library, gym, 
wellness centre and more! After we settle 
into our cabins, tonight enjoy cocktails 
and the Captain’s Welcome Dinner. 
Please refer to this itinerary for  our 
expedition cruise as a guide only, as 
changes may occur due to unpredictable 
sea and weather conditions. 
Cruise – Aurora Expeditions – 
Greg Mortimer 10 nights

Day 5
West & North-West Iceland (B-L-D)
One third of Iceland’s coastline is in the 
Westfjords, and the entire peninsula 
is carved and cut by long fjords. The 
Westfjords region is home to Látrabjarg; 
the westernmost point in Europe, and 
one of the continent’s most remarkable 
seabird breeding cliffs – a delight for 
bird lovers. It is one of the best places 
in Iceland to photograph puffins, an 
opportunity you’ll have on a Zodiac 
cruise, weather permitting. The small 
town of Ísafjörður is the largest town 
in the Westfjords peninsula, with some 
2,600 inhabitants. It is an ancient church 
site and has been trading post since the 
16th century. The growth of the town 

was triggered by salt fish production and 
fishing industry still remains the town’s 
main activity, along with tourism which 
has grown significantly in recent years.

Day 6
West & North-West Iceland (B-L-D)
Nearby Hornstrandir nature reserve is 
a peninsula accessible only by boat or 
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workings of the Greg Mortimer.

Day 8
Jan Mayen (B-L-D)
The approach to Jan Mayen is spectacular. 
The huge Beerenberg volcano is the 
world’s northernmost active volcano, 
and last erupted in 1985. The northern 
part of the island is a great place to look 
for whales and dolphins, and contains 
impressive glaciers, some of which reach 
the sea. If the weather is friendly, we will 
try to land at Kvalrossbukta, a relatively 
sheltered bay on the island’s west coast. 
This is one of the landings used to supply 
the weather station Olonkinbyen, 
situated on the eastern side of the 
island. We hope to land on front of the 
Norwegian station at Olonkinbyen, 
stop to visit the weather station before 
embarking on a three-hour hike (weather 
permitting) to the other side of the Island 
where the Greg Mortimer will be waiting 
for us in Kvalrossbukta, and our trusty 
Zodiacs will transport us back to the ship.

Day 9
At Sea (B-L-D)
The sea around Jan Mayen offers 
excellent whale-watching opportunities 
(bottlenose, fin, and perhaps bowhead 
whales in the pack ice). Sail towards 
Svalbard, searching for the ice edge as 

we continue north, retracing the route 
of Dutch explorer Willem Barents who 
discovered Spitsbergen and the Barents 
Sea, named after him. Make the most 
of shipboard life! You’re welcome to 
24 hours complimentary coffee, tea 
and snack facilities and all meals offer 
different menu options and courses.

Day 10
At Sea (B-L-D)
It’s breeding season for the harp seals 
and we hope to see them breeding on 
the sea ice. As we approach Svalbard, 
all eyes will be focused on spotting polar 
bears in the pack ice. On all Aurora 
expeditions, there are experts who lead 
presentations in the spacious lecture 
room so you can understand the region 
a little better. If you’re keen to just watch 
the surroundings and keep your eyes 
peeled for wildlife, we have access to 
two bars/lounges where the stunning 
floor to ceiling windows offer a special 
perspective on the landscape.

Day 11
Northern Svalbard & Northwest 
Corner of Spitsbergen (B-L-D)
We plan to cross 80° North, always on 
the lookout for polar bears on the pack 
ice, to reach Moffen Island, famous for 
its large walrus colony. In the coming 

by foot and inhabited by Arctic foxes, 
seals, birds and the occasional hiker. We 
plan to Zodiac cruise along the shoreline 
of Hornstrandir nature reserve and 
attempt a landing, subject to approval by 
the park ranger.

Day 7
At Sea (B-L-D)
Cross the Denmark Strait to Jan Mayen 
Island accompanied by sea birds while 
keeping a look out for whales. Enjoy 
a presentation from Aurora’s team 
of experts, get to know your fellow 
expeditioners, stay fit at the gym or treat 
yourself to a massage in the wellness 
centre. Aurora Expeditions has an open 
bridge policy, which means at any point 
you can come up to the bridge and check 
out what the captain and officers are up 
to. From watching navigational practices 
to observing mapping techniques, you 
can get a firsthand look at the inner 
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days, depending on the weather and 
sea ice conditions, we may explore 
sites including the incredibly scenic 
Kongsfjorden (Kings Bay), a fjord 
headed by two giant glaciers.

Day 12
Northern Svalbard & Northwest 
Corner of Spitsbergen (B-L-D)
Perhaps spend time ashore to hike on the 
lush tundra amongst the early summer 
flowers and observing the remarkable 
bird cliffs near the 14th July Glacier, 
where puffins nest between the cracks 
in the cliffs. Keep watch for polar bears 
and Arctic fox and feel a sense of history 
at the 350-year-old remains of a Dutch 
whaling settlement, Smeerenberg on 
Amsterdamøya.

Day 13
Northern Svalbard & Northwest 
Corner of Spitsbergen (B-L-D)
We may visit Raudfjord which features 
fascinating geology, glaciers and bird 
cliffs. A possible hike on Ytre Norskya 
offers splendid views to the north coast 
of Spitsbergen and maybe even to the 
North Pole in clear weather!

Day 14
Longyearbyen (B)

During the early morning we cruise 
into Longyearbyen the small coal-
mining town on Spitsbergen Island, in 
Norway’s Svalbard archipelago Farewell 
your expedition team and fellow 
expeditioners as we all continue our 
onward journeys. We will enjoy a town 
tour of Longyearbyen before an onward 
transfer to the airport in the afternoon 
for our onward flights via Tromso to 
Copenhagen. Copenhagen is the capital 
of Denmark and overlooks the Øresund 
strait with Sweden just minutes away, it 
is a cultural and geographic link between 
mainland Europe and Scandinavia. On 
arrival in Copenhagen we’ll be met and 
transferred to our hotel.
Accommodation – First Hotel Chain or 
similar 2 Nights

Day 15
Copenhagen (B-D)
After a restful night’s sleep we will 
depart after breakfast for a sightseeing 
tour of Copenhagen. With a history 
that dates back to 1043, the city is 
full of historic landmarks, significant 
buildings and interesting sights. As we 
tour this lovely city today we’ll see the 
famous Little Mermaid – the sculpture 
made of bronze and granite. We’ll also 
see Christiansborg Palace, located 
on the tiny island of Slotsholmen, and 

which contains the Danish Parliament 
Folketinget, the Supreme Court, and 
the Ministry of State. Parts of the 
palace are used by the Royal Family for 
various functions and events. The Royal 
Reception Rooms include The Tower 
Room and The Oval Throne Room where 
foreign ambassadors to Denmark are 
received by the Queen. This afternoon 
we’ll return to the hotel and our farewell 
dinner will be at a local restaurant 
tonight.

Day 16
Depart Copenhagen (B)
This morning we’ll have breakfast before 
transferring to the airport for our flight. 
Happy memories of our great arctic 
adventure and new friends as we make 
the journey home.

Day 17
Arrive Brisbane 
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Testimonials
VIETNAM & CAMBODIA HIGHLIGHTS 2019

SOUTH AFRICAN EXPLORER 2019

CANBERRA IN BLOOM 2019

EUROPEAN HIGHLIGHTS 2019

EXPERIENCE NORFOLK ISLAND 2019

EXPERIENCE INDIA 2019

“Our host, Dannii, was delightful. The well-being of those on  
the tour was obviously her priority and the way in which she treated 

each individual, ensuring they enjoyed their experience,  
was way beyond expectation and delightful to watch.  

A very positive travelling experience.” Amanda G

“This tour met my expectations completely, I loved it!  
Our group got on very well, and I admit to never having laughed  

so much. In recent years I have travelled with two other companies 
and Solo Connections has exceeded them. I love the idea of small 
groups and the fact that plans can be tweaked as we go. I will do 

everything I can to promote Solo Connections.” Laurel R
“Solo Connections have once again produced the goods!  

Sue is a fantastic host and very caring.  
Always ready to ‘go the extra mile’.” Richard N

“John, our host, went above and beyond on what was an excellent 
holiday with excellent company. Where to now?  

Now that is the question, isn’t it?!” Annette V

“I had an amazing trip with Solo Connections! Accommodation  
was perfect. Tours were informative, with everywhere having a 

fun and relaxed atmosphere – great choices! It felt like you really 
experienced the culture, not just observed as a tourist.  

Tricia, our host, was excellent and went out of her way to  
make sure our holiday was memorable.” Di T

“Wonderful tour and group of people  
and our tour host was exceptional!”Jann P

“Thanks to all at Solo Connections for making such life expanding 
experiences possible. Thanks to Dannii, for helping an almost 

seemingly impossible dream come true & rejuvenating so many 
experiences, courage and confidence of younger years. Thank you 

Solo Connections for such enriching & exciting experiences shared.” 
Maureen G

“I have enjoyed this tour so much. Being able to sit back & enjoy it 
with no worries. I felt safe, comfortable and special. Dannii was a 

fabulous and caring host to each of us.” Merrilyn R

“The entire trip was smooth and enjoyable. Our host Kevin  
was not only a great organizer but was extremely approachable  
and patient. I will definitely consider joining Solo Connections 

again for my future trips.” Jasmine L
“An excellent tour experience. Kevin is a super tour leader –  

deserves 12/10! Hotel, ship and all parts of the tour were excellent. 
Thank you Solo Connections.” Vicki W
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Terms & Conditions
The following Solo Connections Terms and Conditions (‘booking 
conditions’) form the basis of your contract with Solo Connections 
and apply to all group journeys contained within this brochure (‘Tour 
Brochure’) and additional Solo Connections departures added at later 
dates, departing between 01 July, 2019 and 31 December, 2020. These 
conditions form the basis of your contract with as Solo Connections 
(‘us’, ‘we’, or ‘our’). Please read them carefully as they set out your and 
our respective rights and obligations. These may also include additional 
terms and conditions applicable to a special offer or promotion. 

These booking conditions may be amended occasionally. Should we 
amend the booking conditions, we will display the amended version on 
our website or in our Tour Brochure, we can also provide the amended 
version of the booking conditions to you upon request. You will be 
bound by the current version of the booking conditions at the time you 
make your Booking.

The Tour Brochure and these booking conditions are valid for tour 
departure dates specified in the Tour Brochure (‘Tour Departure 
Dates’) during the validity period specified in the Tour Brochure unless 
otherwise indicated in your itinerary for the Booking.

Booking and Payment
A deposit for each booking is required within 7 days of making a 
booking. If a booking is made through a travel agent, your travel agent 
should forward your signed booking form and deposit to us on your 
behalf within 7 days after making your booking. If we do not receive 
this, we will automatically cancel your Booking without further notice 
to your travel agent. Unless otherwise specified in the Tour Brochure, 
all International bookings will require a non-refundable deposit of 
$750.00 per person and all Land only and Norfolk Island bookings will 
require a non-refundable deposit of $500 per person. The balance will 
be due 120 days prior to the Tour Departure Date or as otherwise stated 
on your invoice. The Travel Agent will require payment prior to this to 
ensure that payment is received by us no later than 120 days prior to 
the Tour Departure Date. For bookings confirmed within 120 days prior 
to departure, full payment of the total amount and a signed booking 
form will be required immediately. We will consider payment has been 
received by us only when we receive payment from your travel agent. If 
full payment is not received by the due date, Solo connections reserves 
the right to cancel all reservations and apply the normal cancellation 
fees. For some special offers, we may require an additional payment 
before the balance of the tour price is due. We will notify your travel 
agent of any such requirements during the booking process. Your 
travel agent must make payment by the date notified to them by us. 
Except as required by law booking deposits are not refundable and 
are not transferable to other tours or bookings unless under special 
circumstances deemed by us.

Prices, inclusions and fees
All tour prices are quoted in Australian Dollars. Unless otherwise 
specified in the Brochure or your itinerary, your tour price includes 
all international and internal flights (if applicable), taxes to a value 
determined by us, airport transfers, accommodation, meals, 
sightseeing, admissions, cruise travel, port charges as determined 
by the Cruise operator, gratuities on land and cruise components 
booked by us, the services of a Tour escort, Tour Director (if applicable) 
& Cruise Director (if applicable) as per your itinerary. Unless detailed 
in your itinerary as an inclusion, your tour price does not include 
additional airfares, airline taxes, additional optional excursions, 
accommodation upgrades, meals not specified in your Itinerary, 
drinks, laundry, passport fees, visas, vaccinations, medical assistance, 
government taxes and charges (excluding GST), or any items or 
expenses of a personal nature.

Unless specified in your itinerary as an inclusion, overnight 
accommodation required to meet your tour and/or any transfers and 
flight connections are not included in the tour price and will be at your 
expense.

We reserve the right not to honour any published prices that we 
determine were erroneous due to printing, electronic, or clerical error. 
If you make a booking based on erroneous pricing, we will offer you 
the option of cancelling your reservation and receiving a refund of 
any monies paid by you or confirming the booking by the difference 
between the erroneous price and the correct price being paid.

Unfortunately, due to the advance payments that we make on your 
behalf to our suppliers it is necessary for us to enforce our cancellation 
policies. Any changes to your booking must be put in writing to us 
by your Travel Agent. We reserve the right to accept or reject any 
amendments to your booking. If we accept, you must pay a change fee 
of $250 per person in addition to additional costs resulting from the 
change.

Your travel agent may cancel your booking by sending us written notice 
of the cancellation. If you cancel a booking you will be liable to pay the 
scheduled cancellation fee.

A name change or a change to the Tour Departure Date is considered a 
cancellation of the original Booking.

If you cancel your tour for any reason prior to your departure 
date (including by changing your Tour Departure Date or a name 
change), you will be liable for the following cancellation fees:

Days of Notice prior  
to Tour Commencement

Cancellation Charges  
(per person)

More than 120 Days Loss of Deposit

120 Days or Less 100% of tour price

You may also be liable to pay cancellation fees to airlines and other 
third parties.

We may vary your tour price at any time before you have paid in full to 
the extent necessary to meet any increase in the tour costs for reasons 
outside our control, including airfares, fuel, government taxes and 
charges, exchange rate fluctuations or other tour related costs. We will 
not vary the tour price after we have received the total tour cost from 
you, regardless of any increases in the costs incurred by us. We will 
notify your travel agent of any such variation.

You are responsible for and must pay for all costs and expenses 
incurred by you as a result of any change made by you to your Itinerary 
after your Tour Departure Date. This includes changes due to illness or 
other personal reasons.

Cancellation, delays and changes to your itinerary by us
Your Booking is conditional on us receiving a minimum number of tour 
passenger bookings to operate the tour and ensure an enjoyable group 
atmosphere. Where sufficient numbers cannot be achieved, we may 
cancel or delay a Tour Departure Date. We will endeavour to make any 

decision to cancel or delay a tour, and to notify your travel agent of that 
decision, at least 60 days prior to the scheduled Tour Departure Date.

Should we cancel a tour, for whatever reason, before departure:

(a)  We will use reasonable endeavours to offer you the closest available 
tour departure. If the proposed alternative tour is:

 (i)  cheaper than your original tour price, we will refund the 
difference to you; or

 (ii)  more expensive than your original tour price, you must pay the 
difference to us;

(b)  if you accept the alternative tour, your Itinerary will be amended 
accordingly and we will give you an updated itinerary;

(c)  if you do not accept the proposed alternative tour within 7 days of 
being notified by us, we will refund to you all monies paid directly to 
us and will have no further liability to you; and

(d)  We are not liable for any third party costs you may incur, which 
we have not booked on your behalf, for example airfares or other 
arrangements booked independently through or paid to your travel 
agent.

If we delay the departure of a tour, for whatever reason, for more than 
7 days, you may terminate this contract and we will provide you with, 
at your option, either:

(a) a full refund of all amounts paid to us; or

(b)  a credit towards future tours with us which will be valid for 
24 months from the date your travel agent notifies us of the 
termination of this Contract.

Due to the nature of travel and circumstances outside of our control, it 
may not always be possible for us to adhere strictly to your itinerary and 
we may need to make alterations, before or after the commencement 
of the tour. Should this arise, we will use reasonable endeavours to:

(a)  give you reasonable notice of any alterations, but there may be 
circumstances beyond our control in which alterations will be 
required with little, or no, advance notice; and

(b)  provide or arrange an appropriate substitute sightseeing, transport 
and accommodation as required.

We will do everything within our power to provide you with a 
substitution of equal quality, but some services and facilities may not 
be available for all alternative arrangements.

Any changes to your itinerary will be notified to your travel agent:

(a) if prior to your tour departure date, by phone or email; or

(b) if during your tour, personally by your tour escort or tour director.

To the maximum extent permitted by law, you agree that we are not 
liable to you for, and you release us from, any costs, claims, losses, 
damage or expense arising from either directly or indirectly in 
connection with any alteration to your itinerary or substitution carried 
out with the above specified information.

Your obligations whilst on Tour
If we, the Tour Escort, the Tour Director or any of our service providers 
consider in our or their absolute discretion that you are affecting 
your own health, safety or enjoyment, or that of other passengers, 
including refusing to comply with instructions, we may immediately 
have you removed from the tour and terminate our contract. You will 
be given the opportunity to conform and rectify your behaviour before 
being removed from the tour. You will be required to make your own 
arrangements to return home at your own expense and we will not be 
liable to you for any additional costs, losses or damage you may incur 
or suffer.

You must have a valid passport with an expiry date of at least six (6) 
months after the day of your arrival back into Australia.

You must ensure that you obtain prior to the Tour Departure Date 
all required entry visas for all countries to be visited during the tour, 
failure to obtain correct documentation may affect your right of entry 
to certain countries during the tour. If you do not have the necessary 
documentation and are unable to participate, we will not refund any 
portion of your tour costs, any additional costs for you to join the tour 
later or any out of pocket expenses that you have incurred.

General Risks & limits on Solo Connections’ responsibility
Solo Connections, our employees, officers, agents and your Travel 
Agent do not operate or own any entity that provides goods or services 
for your Booking. Solo Connections is solely responsible for purchasing 
all accommodations, meals, transportation, ground handling and 
other services from our independent suppliers. All such entities and 
persons are independent contractors. Your legal rights in connection 
with the provision of the travel goods or services for your Booking are 
against the specific travel provider and, except to the extent a problem 
is caused by fault on our part, are not against us. This includes without 
limitation where any travel service provider is unable to provide the 
goods or services that you have purchased as part of your Booking. 
In such case, your rights are against that provider and not against us. 

Liability Limitations
Nothing in these booking conditions exclude, restricts or modifies 
the application of any provision of the Competition and Consumer 
Act 2010 (Cth), including the Australian Consumer Law as amended, 
consolidated, supplemented or replaced. Our liability for breach of a 
guarantee, condition or warranty implied by such a provision, where 
it is unlawful to do so. All exclusions and limitations of our liability 
under these booking conditions must be read subject to this clause. 
To the maximum extent permitted by law, we exclude all implied 
terms, conditions, guarantees, representations and warranties. You 
acknowledge and agree that, to the maximum extent permitted by 
law, Solo Connections nor any of its officers, employees or agents 
has no liability for any act, error or omission of for any loss, cost, 
damage, expense or liability occasioned by a third party (including 
any contractors or third party travel and tour operators) arising out of 
this Agreement, or for any indirect or consequential loss including loss 
of profits, loss of revenue, loss of data or loss of opportunity. To the 
extent that we cannot lawfully exclude our liability, we limit our liability 
to you to the amount of the tour price you have actually paid to us. 

Where the law implies any guarantee or condition which cannot be 
excluded, our liability to you for breach of such an implied guarantee, 
condition or warranty is limited, to one or more of the following:

(a)  in the case of goods: the cost of repair of the goods, replacement or 
supply of equivalent goods; or

(b)  in the case of services: supplying the services again or payment of 
the cost of supplying the services again.

It is your responsibility to ensure that you are covered adequately by 
comprehensive travel insurance for the duration of the tour and are 
aware of the inclusions of your insurance policy.

Data Protection & Privacy
In order to make your booking, we will require certain personal 
information from you. We handle your personal information in 
accordance with our Privacy Policy which is available on our website at 
https://soloconnections.com.au/privacy-policy/. By agreeing to these 
booking conditions, you agree to the terms of the Privacy Policy. 

Important notices about Your Tour
Tour Participation
Special needs: We welcome you if you have a disability or other special 
need, provided you are accompanied by a companion capable of 
providing all the assistance you require. You must advise your travel 
agent, of any disability, medical condition or dietary requirement at the 
time of Booking. We may decline your booking if we believe that we 
cannot adequately provide for all your special needs or that there is a 
risk to your health, safety and enjoyment or to any other guests.

General Health and Fitness:
A reasonable level of fitness and health is required to participate on 
Solo Connections Tours. It is your responsibility to advise of any pre-
existing medical conditions or health and mobility related concerns 
that may affect the normal conduct of a holiday package and the 
enjoyment of other passengers. If you are aged 70 or over at the Tour 
Departure Date, you must provide a doctors letter confirming you 
are fit and healthy enough to take part in the specified Tour including 
reference to the Itinerary, destinations and Tour Departure Date.

Cruises
Cruise Cabins: Your Tour Price is based on the Cabin category indicated 
in the Tour Brochure. Upgrades are subject to availability and will be at 
an additional cost.

Medical Services
We are not, and our Service Providers are not, liable regarding the 
provision of any medical care you may require or choose to accept 
during the Tour. We cannot guarantee to provide a personal escort for 
medical visits should the need arise.

Additional Important Information
Air Travel and baggage
Airfares booked as part of your tour will be through the most 
appropriate route although may not be a direct flight. Depending on 
departure date and time of booking, the required booking class for 
airfare offer may be too far in advance to book with the appropriate 
airline. If the required booking class is unavailable air surcharges 
may apply. The flight quote including air taxes and surcharges will be 
confirmed once all air sectors are booked and confirmed. Taxes are 
defined as all airline and government taxes and surcharges. Taxes are 
subject to change and will be advised at the time of flight reservation. 
Please contact your travel agent for applicable rules and regulations 
relating to your air travel.

Luggage
Tour participants are entitled to one suitcase per person. Your suitcase 
must not exceed 76 x 53 x 28cms (30’’ x 21’’ x 11’’) and must not 
weigh more than 20kg (42lbs). It is your responsibility to ensure your 
luggage complies with applicable airline luggage restrictions and you 
acknowledge that we, contracted carriers or Service Providers may 
elect not to carry overweight items, and that you will be responsible for 
any excess baggage charges.

Passenger Requirements
Your travel agent must advise us in writing of any and all special 
requests and dietary requirements at the time of booking. Prices 
quoted in Tour Brochures are on a single basis. Twin Share rooms 
may be available upon application, however no price reduction will be 
offered.

Young Passengers:

(i)  Passengers under the age of 18 years (as at the Tour Departure 
Date) will not be accepted.

(ii)  Passengers aged 70 or above (as at the Tour Departure Date) will be 
required to have a doctors letter as per the above General Health 
and Fitness Clause.

We may substitute hotel accommodation of a similar standard in 
the place of the advertised hotel due to hotel availability issues. Any 
changes will be notified once confirmed with the hotel.

General
These booking conditions are governed by and are to be construed 
in accordance with the laws of the State of Queensland and Australia. 
Each party irrevocably and unconditionally submits to the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Courts and Tribunal of Queensland and Courts 
entitled to hear appeals from those Courts and Tribunals.

If any clause or part of any clause is in any way unenforceable, invalid 
or illegal, it is to be read down so as to be enforceable, valid and legal. 
If this is not possible, the clause (or where possible, the offending 
part) is to be severed from this agreement without affecting the 
enforceability, validity or legality of the remaining clauses (or parts of 
those clauses) which will continue in full force and effect. 

A right created by this agreement cannot be waived except in writing 
signed by the party entitled to that right. Delay by a party in exercising 
a right does not constitute a waiver of that right, nor will a waiver 
(either wholly or in part) by a party of a right operate as a subsequent 
waiver of the same right or of any other right of that party.

Contact Details
Should you need to contact us, our office details are as follows:

Email: info@soloconnections.com.au

Telephone: 1300 044 444

Postal: PO Box 119, Aspley, QLD, 4034, Australia

Our office is open from 9am to 5pm AEST Monday to Friday (excluding 
public holidays in Queensland). Our after-hours emergency number 
when calling in Australia is 1300 044 444

If you need to contact us during your tour, we recommend that if it 
is practicable to do so, in the first instance you should try to contact 
the Tour Escort or Tour Director. Depending on the purpose of your 
contact, they may be able to assist you, but otherwise they may direct 
you to contact your travel agent and then us.

We will contact your travel agent if we need to contact you before the 
Tour Departure Date, including for example, if there is a change to your 
itinerary. It is therefore very important that you keep Contact Details 
up to date with your travel agent and notify them immediately of any 
changes.
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Specially designed, fully escorted tours around the world for solo travellers.
PO Box 119, Aspley QLD 4034.
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