ESCAPE TO MELBOURNE
6 Days
Fully Escorted
14 – 19 November 2021
ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS:





City Sights Tour
Yarra Valley
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria
Mornington Peninsula

INCLUDES:








Private Single Rooms
Meals as per the itinerary, 5 Breakfasts, 2 Lunch and 4 Dinners
All Sightseeing Tours as per itinerary
Entrance fees during sightseeing
Tour Host – meets group at Melbourne Airport
Melbourne Airport Transfers – as per itinerary
Local Driver/Guides

EXCLUDES:





Flights
Airport Transfers outside stated times in itinerary
Additional meals or tours other than stated in itinerary
Beverages, hotel mini bars, laundry, phone calls, any items of personal nature not included

Priced from $2,773* per person
Terms and Conditions apply. Solo Connections reserves the right to amend all hotels, airlines, restaurants and tours for an equal
substitute at any time. Running of the tour is subject to minimum numbers being met. Tours subject to availability. Further
booking conditions apply, please check all prices, availability and other information with your travel agent at time of or before
booking. Package cancellation fees apply. Denise Marie Falsay trading as Solo Connections. ATAS Accredited A11424. ABN 92
582 582 996

Sunday, 14 November 2021
Arrive Melbourne

D

Welcome to Melbourne – home to the Australian Open, Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix, and well known for its
many laneways, its cultural diversity, excellent dining options for all budgets, and amazing street art. It's also said to
be the coffee capital of the world, and is regularly voted as the world's most livable city!
On arrival at Melbourne Tullamarine Domestic Airport you will meet your tour host and driver and be transferred to
our hotel for check in.
Settle into your room and refresh before meeting the group at tonight’s Welcome Dinner.
Accommodation – Batmans Hill on Collins or similar (5 Nights)
*Arrival transfer will be available at approximately 1.30pm. Please check with reservations before booking your flight.
Monday, 15 November 2021
City Sights

B-D

This morning after breakfast we will enjoy a city sights tour with a local guide.
We visit Fitzroy Gardens and see Federation Square. Take in the National Gallery of Victoria, the Exhibition
Building as well as the MCG.
Our tour will conclude with a visit to Eureka Skydeck. Enjoy floor-to-ceiling, 360-degree views (the highest in the
Southern Hemisphere). See Melbourne’s finest views from almost 300 metres in the sky – Albert Park Lake, Port
Phillip Bay, the Dandenong Ranges and beyond. There are 30 viewfinders around the Skydeck, take a look at some
of Melbourne’s favourite attractions and landmarks, such as the MCG, Federation square and Flinders Street Station.
In the afternoon, join your tour host for a walking tour to the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, discover the rare and
beautiful plants, breathtaking landscapes and iconic buildings on offer at the gardens. Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens
was established in 1846 by Lieutenant Governor Charles La Trobe. Over the next 60 years this swampy site was
transformed into the world-famous landscape we know today. In 1958, Queen Elizabeth II bestowed the ‘Royal’ prefix
on the Gardens.
Freshen up and meet early evening and make our way to Berth Restaurant for tonight’s dinner.
After dinner we take a short walk to the Melbourne Star Observation Wheel and board our private cabins. Tea,
coffee and dessert is served whilst we take in the view over Melbourne.

Tuesday, 16 November 2021
Yarra Valley

B-L

This morning after breakfast we will spend the day in the stunning Yarra Valley.
Passing through the Dandenong Ranges and Sherbrooke Forest we arrive at DeBortoli winery, a family run
business established in 1928. We start our visit with a private wine tasting which will be followed by lunch that will
include a glass of wine.
After lunch our touring continues to Belgrave where we board the Puffing Billy Steam Train which takes us to
Lakeside. This century-old steam train continues to run on its original mountain track from Belgrave to Gembrook in
the magnificent Dandenong Ranges 40kms east of Melbourne. Puffing Billy was built to serve at the turn of the
century and is a genuine relic of our more leisurely days. The Railway is the major survivor of four experimental lines
used to develop rural areas in the early 1900s.
Once we arrive into Lakeside we will board the coach and return to Melbourne.
This evening is at leisure and your tour host will discuss options with group.
Wednesday, 17 November 2021
Day at Leisure

B-D

Today the day is free to relax and visit some of Melbourne’s wonderful attractions at your own pace. Your tour host
will give the group some ideas of what options are available or maybe you already have something you know you’d
like to do.
Early evening we meet for dinner in the hotel and can share our stories from the day.
Thursday, 18 November 2021
Mornington Peninsula

B-L-D

After breakfast this morning, with our local guide we travel approx. 1 hour south-east of Melbourne to the
Mornington Peninsula, a premier holiday destination, attracting millions of visitors annually.
The drive takes us through Frankston and into Mornington where we arrive at the Green Olive vineyard. Here we
enjoy a private sustainable farming tour which ends with a farm-to-table Tapas lunch, including a glass of wine.
After lunch we board the coach and make a stop at Murray’s Lookout, at Arthurs Seat. We’ll also get the chance to
snap some photos in front of the famous rainbow-coloured bathing boxes before returning to Melbourne.
This evening we will meet and take a short walk across the William Street Bridge to The Meat & Wine Co. for our
Farewell Dinner, including drinks*.

Friday, 19 November 2021
Depart Melbourne

B

After breakfast we will pack and check out. Time permitting you may like to take the opportunity to explore the Queen
Victoria Market. First open for trade 140 years ago, Queen Victoria Market (QVM) is a cultural and historical
landmark. Not only is this Melbourne market the largest of Victoria's great 19th century markets, it's also the largest
open-air market in the Southern Hemisphere.
We will be transferred to Melbourne Tullamarine Domestic airport where we farewell our fellow travellers as we all
make our way home.
*Please do not book flights that depart prior to 12pm.

