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Springtime Delights 
15 Days 

Fully Hosted from Canberra 
20 September – 04 October 2022 

 
ITINERARY HIGHLIGHTS: 

 Australian War Memorial 

 Canberra Floriade Festival 

 Cowra Japanese Gardens 

 Norland Fig Orchard & Hillside Harvest 

 Mudgee Honey Haven 

 Port Stephens 
 Stockton Bight Sand Dunes & Tin City 
 Newcastle 
 Manly & Northen Beaches 
 Sydney 
 Bondi Beach 
 Blue Mountains 
 and so much more! 
  

 

INCLUDES:  
 Private Single Room in quality accommodations 

 Meals as per the itinerary  14 Breakfasts/ 2 Morning Teas/ 6 Lunches/ 11 Dinners 

 Sightseeing Tours and Airport Transfers as per itinerary 

 Tour Host – Departs from Brisbane 

 Local Driver/Guide 
  
 

EXCLUDES:  
 Flights 

 Any meals, tours, excursions or transfers other than mentioned above or in the itinerary 

 Items of a personal nature i.e. laundry, drinks, phone calls, etc 

 Travel Insurance 
 

Priced from $9,267* per person 
 

Terms and Conditions apply. Price is per person Sole Use and subject to availability. Price is correct as at 22 December  2021. Tour requires 
minimum number of passengers to depart.  Solo Connections is constantly striving to improve our itineraries and inclusions. If such improvements 
can be made, or unforeseen circumstances beyond our control make changes necessary, we reserve the right at any time to vary itineraries and 
to substitute inclusions of equal value. Further booking conditions apply, please check all prices, availability and other information with your travel 
agent at time of or before booking. Package cancellation fees apply. Denise Marie Falsay trading as Solo Connections. ATAS Accredited A11424. 
ABN 92 582 582 996 
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Day 1 – Tuesday 20 September 2022 
Arrive Canberra 

D 

 

Spring in NSW is flooded with a rainbow of colourful blooms. Whether it be the rhododendrons of Leura, the purple 
haze of Jacarandas in Sydney or the thousands of bulbs in Canberra. Featuring gourmet produce, exceptional wines 
in some of Australia’s most iconic regions and spectacular vistas, there’s a lot to love about Spring in NSW! 
 
We start our tour in Canberra for the glorious Floriade Festival – Australia’s biggest celebration of Spring - before 
continuing through Orange, Port Stephens and more & finishing in Sydney.  
 
Upon arrival at Canberra Airport we will be greeted with a smile as our friendly coach captain welcomes us to the 
Capital of Australia. Tonight, we are introduced to our fellow travellers over a welcome dinner at the Southern Cross 
Yacht Club. 
 
Accommodation: Mercure Canberra or similar (4 Nights) 
 
* Please check with reservations for airport transfer time before booking your flight.  
 
 
 

Day 2 – Wednesday 21 September 2022 
Reflection and Remembrance 

B-D 

 

Enjoy breakfast at our hotel this morning before we board the coach for today’s touring.  
 
We first make our way up to the Mt Ainslie lookout for breathtaking views across Lake Burley Griffin.  
 
From here we visit the Museum of Australian Democracy (formally Old Parliament House). The museum was home 
to Australia’s Federal Parliament for more than 60 years and is now a much-loved heritage building, offering a unique 
glimpse into the nations fascinating past.  
 
This afternoon be moved at the Australian War Memorial. Combining a shrine, world class museum and extensive 
archive, the memorials’ purpose is to commemorate the sacrifice of Australians who have died in war or on operation 
service and those who have served our nation in times of conflict. Wander the impressive exhibitions and sombre 
ceremonial areas including the Hall of Memory, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the Pool of Reflection. We are 
farewelled with the Last Post Ceremony. The touching ceremony featuring the national anthem, pipers lament, and 
individual story, ode recited by defence personnel and ending with the sounding of the Last Post. It really is an 
unbelievable experience.  
 
Returning the hotel, freshen up before we meet for dinner in the hotel.  
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Day 3 – Thursday 22 September 2022 
Canberra 

B-D 

 
After breakfast this morning it’s time to explore more of Canberra.  
 
Home to almost 80 embassies and high commissions, we travel along Embassy Drive. See the spectacular traditional 
design of the Chinese Embassy and look out for the United States Embassy, built in a modified Georgian style.  
 
Visiting the Royal Australian Mint, we discover they produce more than just the country’s coins! 
 
We then head to Capital Hill, the focal point of Canberra where we are introduced to the meeting place of the nation, 
Parliament House. Listening to our guide as they lead us through this political powerhouse, we are enlightened to the 
daily life of democracy.  
 
Returning to the hotel this afternoon, have some time to refresh before we come together for dinner.  
 

Day 4 – Friday 23 September 2022 
Gardens Galore 

B-D 

 

Today is all about the gardens. Enjoy breakfast before we board the coach for an exciting and colourful day. 
 
First stop this morning is the famous Cockington Green Gardens. This award-winning tourist attraction takes its name 
from the township of Cockington in Devon, a historic English village. It is one twelfth scale reproduction of building and 
gardens – thatched cottages, a tiny church, the village green and even Stonehenge.  
 
We will then make our way to Tulip Top Gardens, where acres of stunning world class gardens bloom to life. Hundreds 
of blossom trees nestle between the flowers and provide a magic pathway to the cascading waterfall and watercourse 
with classical music wafting through the air in the hidden valley.  
 
Then we’re off to Commonwealth Park for the amazing Floriade Festival. The flower display is the largest of its type 
in the Southern Hemisphere. Explore the impressive array of inspiring flowerbeds, horticultural exhibitions and 
unmissable entertainment.  
 
We will make our way back to the hotel late afternoon and enjoy dinner in the hotel.  
   

Day 5 – Saturday 24 September 2022 
Canberra - Orange 

B-MT-L 

 
After breakfast this morning, we check out, board the coach and start heading away from Canberra.  
 
We make our way to a delicious morning tea stop at Rollonin Café located in the historic township of Bowning. Take 
a step back in time and enjoy the atmosphere of this family run café. Why not pick up some homemade jams, handmade 
candles or other locally produced crafts during your visit.  
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Travelling to Cowra, we visit the Japanese Gardens. Designed by internationally renowned landscape architect Ken 
Kakajima, the strolling garden symbolises the Japanese landscape with rocky hillside, manicured hedges, waterfalls 
and streams.  
 
Today we will enjoy lunch, served at the café overlooking the stunning garden setting.  
 
This afternoon we continue to Orange for time to settle into our accommodation and have the evening at leisure.  
 
Accommodation: Best Western Plus Ambassador Orange or similar (2 Nights) 
 
     

Day 6 – Sunday 25 September 2022 
Orange 

B-L-D 

 
Today we experience the best of Orange, where glorious rolling hills combined with lush orchards, acclaimed vineyards 
and gourmet produce.  
 
After breakfast the coach takes us to the Norland Fig Orchard where we are welcomed and will learn a little about the 
journey of the fig and the orchard. With an opportunity to taste their pastes, chutneys and relishes, we’ll also enjoy a 
morning tea including fig jam!  
 
Next, we visit Hillside Harvest. This 75-acre property proudly yields many varieties of fruit and is passionate about 
food, on arrival we enjoy a walk through the orchard followed by a lovely served lunch using delicious fresh produce.  
 
Our day finishes at Philip Shaw Wines, where we experience the cool climate wines of elegance from the Koomooloo 
vineyard.  
 
Making our way back to our accommodation there will be time to freshen up before we meet for dinner.  
 

Day 7 – Monday 26 September 2022 
Orange - Mudgee 

B-L-D 

 
Say farewell to Orange after breakfast as we check out, and drive to Mudgee. 
 
We visit Goree Park, one of the most historic and picturesque properties in the region. It also has the enviable 
reputation of being one of the country’s leading thoroughbred breeding grounds. We will enjoy lunch, a guided tour of 
the stud and wine tasting whilst here.   
 
Next we travel to Mudgee Honey Haven to taste some local honey and mead – you may also like to purchase one of 
your favourites.  
 
After an interesting day, we arrive at our accommodation to check in. Dinner tonight is at our motel. 
 
Accommodation: Parklands Resort & Conference Centre or similar (1 Night) 
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Day 8 – Tuesday 27 September 2022 
Mudgee – Port Stephens  

B-D 

 
Enjoy breakfast this morning before checking our and boarding the coach. We have a travel day ahead as we make 
our way through the Upper Hunter region to Port Stephens.  
 
It’s easy to see why the area is referred to as “Blue Water Paradise” with giant sand dunes and the picture-perfect 
beaches that make up the incredible scenery.  
 
On arrival we embark on a sightseeing tour on the coach taking us past all the major attractions including Fingal Bay, 
Shoal Bay, Salamander Bay, Soldiers Point and the town of Salamander. 
 
We’ll check into our rooms in the afternoon, have some time to freshen up and then meet for dinner in the hotel.  
 
Accommodation: Oaks Pacific Blue Resort or similar (3 Nights) 
 

Day 9 – Wednesday 28 September 2022 
Port Stephens 

B-L 

 
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast and a relaxing morning. 
 
Late morning we enjoy a spectacular cruise on the crystal blue waterways of Port Stephens and Nelson Bay. 
Listening to the interesting commentary, keep your eyes peeled for the long-time locals – the friendly dolphins!  
 
Our cruise returns and we remain on-board for our lunch, followed by some free time to look around the Marina area.  
 
We have an afternoon of excitement planned as we step aboard a very comfortable 4WD vehicle to take a tour of the 
Stockton Bight Sand Dunes. Marvel at the white sands that climb to the sky and discover the makeshift fishing village, 
Tin City, as it merges from the dunes like a mirage.  
 
After a day of exploration, we return to our hotel for an evening at leisure. 
 

Day 10 – Thursday 29 September 2022 
Newcastle 

B-MT-D 

 
After breakfast today we travel to the seaside city, Newcastle. The city has an interesting blend of industry and history 
with its terraced houses, majestic cathedrals and a 19th century fort.  
 
At the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service Base, our guide will unveil what it takes to be part of the rescue while we 
enjoy a lovely morning tea.  
 
Then it’s all aboard The Famous Talking Tram, as we travel the streets taking in the beauty beach, historic sites and 
city lifestyle.  
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After some free time for lunch (own expense), we will stop at nearby Fort Scratchley. Perched above the harbour, the 
fort was constructed during the Crimean War to protect the city from invasion. We will have time to explore here before 
heading back to Port Stephens. 
 
This evening we will come together for dinner in the hotel. 
    

Day 11 – Friday 30 September 2022 
Port Stephens - Sydney 

B-L-D 

 
Enjoy breakfast this morning before we check out and depart to Sydney taking in the Northern Beaches.  
 
We travel to unique Manly which sits across from Sydney CBD to enjoy lunch at Manly Pavilion. With floor to ceiling 
windows, take in the stunning water views.  
 
After lunch, we have arranged a tour of the Quarantine Station. For many this historical site was the beginning of a 
new life in Australia and today you’ll hear the personal stories of the passengers quarantined and the dedicated staff 
who lived and worked on site.  
 
Next, we head to the Harbor City, Sydney. We’ll check into our rooms, freshen up and the meet for dinner within the 
hotel.  
 
Accommodation: Novotel Sydney Darling Square or similar (4 Nights) 
 

Day 12 – Saturday 1 October 2022 
Sydney 

B-D 

 
This morning after breakfast we discover Sydney with a local guide on a sightseeing tour of the stunning city.  
 
Firstly, explore cobblestone lanes and colonial buildings in The Rocks before driving to Mrs Macquarie’s Chair on 
the harbour foreshore. The chair was carved out of sandstone by convicts for Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s wife in 
order for her to watch the activity on the harbour and wait the arrival of ships from England. The point provides us with 
wonderful views of the Sydney Opera House, the Harbour Bridge and Fort Denison – don’t forget to bring your camera 
as this is a great photo opportunity!  
 
Our touring continues as we enjoy the incredible beachside scenery at world renowned Bondi Beach. The famous 
beach is buzzing with locals and tourists alike taking in the crashing waves and soft white sand. Bondi epitomises 
Sydney’s beach lifestyle with fantastic cafes and boutiques to keep you busy.  
 
After some time at leisure, we meet and make our way to the harbour for an incredible sunset dinner cruise. As the 
sun sets, the magical colours of Sydney’s iconic landscape change by the minute creating an incredible experience. 
Our cruise features 360-degree harbour views on the outdoor deck, live music and a delicious 3 course dinner. 
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Day 13 – Sunday 2 October 2022 
Blue Mountains 

B-L 

 
After breakfast this morning prepare yourself to behold the spectacular vistas and sensational views on the Blue 
Mountains.  
 
We head to Scenic World where we immerse ourselves in the stunning cliffs, waterfalls and forests. Experience the 
wonders of the area with a ride on the Railway taking us into the depths of the Jamison Valley, journey to the forest 
floor on the Cableway and jump on-board the Skyway and travel high over the canyon for superb views of the Three 
Sisters and beyond.  
 
Following a morning outdoors we are ready for lunch at the beautiful Carrington Hotel. Featuring understated elegance 
and a warm ambience, it is the perfect place to enjoy a special lunch.  
 
From here we head to Everglades Gardens, one of the most important historic gardens in Australia and is considered 
by many to be unparalleled in the country for its unique design and historical significance.  
 
Later we return to Sydney, and our hotel, where we will have the evening at leisure.  
 
 

Day 14 – Monday 3 October 2022 
Sydney Leisure Day 

B-D 

 
Today enjoy a leisurely breakfast and a free day* to experience the incredible sights of Sydney at your own pace.  
 
This evening we will go to The Squires Landing restaurant. Overlooking the stunning harbour makes it the perfect 
setting for our farewell dinner. 
 
* Any activities are at own expense.  
 

Day 15 – Tuesday 4 October 2022 
Depart Sydney 

B 

 
After breakfast this morning it is time to check out. Our fabulous tour around NSW has come to an end.  
 
With our bags packed we are transferred to the airport for our flights home. 
 
*Please do not book departure flights before speaking with reservations about the group transfer time. 
 


